< SEAGRASS SURVEY

Sengrass Survey _e
Fleld Guide of

Survey Equipment Check-List

0O Seagrass Survey Field Guide |[o0 Pens & Pencils

0 Assigned hexagon map(s) O Clipboard

0 Aquascope (if surveying from |o Zip-lock bag
kayak/canoe/paddleboard) 0 GPS

0 Secchi Disc (if measuring wa- |0 Emergency Contacts

ter clarity in deeper water) 0 Safety equipment (PFD, dive
0 Measuring tape (for seagrass |flag)

blade length [cm] & water 0 Drinking water

depth [ft]) O Personal items

Remember to have fun & check back in by Noon!



Survey Instructions

1. Getting to your assigned hexagon & survey point:
. Follow your GPS to the center point of your
assigned hexagon, or, when you reach ob-
servable seagrass within your assigned

hexagon.

. Once you reach the center of your survey
area, record the Lat./Long. on your data
sheet.

2. Surveying:

. Conduct the survey in a circle that is 50 feet in radius from
the GPS point that you recorded.

. It should take about 5 minutes to completely survey an area.

Survey Area

Seagrass
Center of survey area
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B. Seagrass & Algae (rooted & drift) Coverage

Seagrass
Seagrass & Algae % Coverage Assessment Scale Coverage = 3 Example of seagrass,

rooted algae & drift
algae coverage in a
survey area

1=1-25% 2 =26-50% 3 =51-75%

Drift Algae
Coverage =3
Q‘ =100%
4 =76-100% 5=100%
and less than and greater than ”
Rooted Algae
1 ft deep (depth 1ft deep (depth Covera eg= 1
considered for considered for g
drift algae only) drift algae only)

Common Rooted & Drift Algae:

Rooted Algae Drift Algae

[

There are four similar-looking Caulerpa The photo above depicts an example of
species in Florida; three are native & unattached algae, which can be swept out
one 1s an exotic invasive from the Medi- of the way to see underneath. Seagrass
terranean. The one most common to Sar- may trap drift algae, which will block
asota is the green feather algae, pictured light from reaching the blades. Drift algae

above. can also found in bare bottom “sinks”.



C. Epiphytic Algae Coverage

Epiphytic Algae % Coverage Assessment Scale

3 = Moderate

| ) X ; K 5 ‘f
) 7. ¥ % - E N
1=Clean 2 =Light
v Vyt

4 =Heavy 5 =Extreme

Very heavy coverage with “Beard”

4. Repeat the steps:
. Once you have fully
surveyed & docu-
mented the survey

area, repeat the
previous steps.

. Each point that you
survey should be at
least 100 feet from
all other points.

. Do as many addi-
tional points as
you can in the time
remaining.

Epiphytic Algae

Algae attached to the blades of
the seagrass, particularly
Thalassia; harmful to the
seagrass because it blocks light
from reaching the blades.

Remember to have fun & check back in by Noon!
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