
Turtle Grass (Thalassia testudinum) 
Blades are flat, with rounded tips. Up to 
14” long and 1/2” wide.  Often colonized 
by epiphytes. 

Manatee Grass (Syringodium filiforme)
Cylindrical blades up to 20” in length. 
Commonly found with other species. 

(photos: Ron Phillips) (photos: upper Jon Perry, lower Ron Phillips) 

Shoal Grass (Halodule  Wrightii) 
Flat narrow blades with notched tips.  

Up to 6” in length 

(photos: www.floridaoceanographic.org 



Macroalgae 

Epiphytic Algae 

Drift Algae 

Algae attached to the blades of the seagrass, par-
ticularly Thalassia.  Crustaceans my also be visi-
ble.  Harmful to the seagrass as it blocks light 
from reaching the blades. 
(photo: Jon Perry)

Unattached algae.  Easily swept out of the way to 
see underneath.  Seagrass may trap drift algae 
which will block light from reaching the blades.  
Also found in bare bottom “sinks”. 
(photo: Jon Perry)

Caulerpa 

Both native and invasive species exist in 
Florida waters.  Natives have strap like blades 
up to 12” long.   

Ulva 

Also known as sea lettuce.  Usually attached to 
shell and gravel.   



Bay Scallop (Argopecten irradians)               
Shell length of 2.5 to 2.8 inches with distinct con-
vexity of the right (lower) valve and 17 to 20 ribs 
on each shell. Shell color varies and is generally a 
uniform light gray to gray-brown color with distinct 
convexity of the right (lower) valve. They are most 
commonly found in calm waters 1 to 2 feet deep. 

Calico Scallop (Argopecten gibbus)                  
Shell height of 2 inches, shell length over 3 inches, 
distinct convexity of the left (upper) valve and 17 
to 23 ribs on each shell. The base color of the shell 
is creamy white to yellowish, splotched with 
patches of bright red, maroon, or lavender, with 
the left valve typically more brightly colored that 
the right. Generally found in waters ranging from 
about 30 to 1,300 feet deep but have been reported 
in shallower waters. 

(photos: upper www.shellmuseum.org, lower Conchology, Inc.) (photos: upper www.shellmuseum.org, lower www.dnr.sc.gov) 

Asian Green Mussel (Perna viridis) 
Large (> 3 inches) bivalve, with a smooth, elongate 
shell. It has visible concentric growth rings and at-
taches to hard surfaces. Typically occurring at 
depths of less than 33 feet. 

(photos: upper www.shellmuseum.org, lower Conchology, Inc.) 


