County Eyes
Phillippi

Dl'amage

Officials should take a long
look al the Phillippt Creek water-
shed area hefore any more ex-
tensive subdividing is done there.
it was stated at a county com-
mission meeling Tuesday.

The speaker, Commission
Chairman Glenn E. Potler, said
the county must be assured flood
conirol steps are taken befme
moie pressure is put on the al-
ready hardpressed Phillippi
Creek outlet.

His comments came after the
board gave preliminary approval
to plats for Ridgewecod Estates
and South Ridge, practicaily
across Bee Ridge Road from
each olher and in the creek's
watershed area.

John Grout, road supervisor.
gaid the area's drainage is one
of great concern to his depart-
ment but added developers are
aware that drainage problems
must be solved before any more
large scale housing can be in-
stituted.

Grouf recommended aerial sur-
veys of crifical areas.

Comnissloners Tuesday also:

Accepted with regret the resig-
nation of Charles Kent from the
County Zoning Board of Appeals

Accepled the apparent low bid,
at 4.7 per cent, of Arch Avery for
No. 4 Special Road & Bridge Tax
District’s $30,060 bond issue,

Held public hearings on rezon-
ing and use petitions but took no
final action.

Decided o inveslipale a report
by Fred Collins of Osprey that
his access to kis home from U.S,
41 had been cut off because the
cotinly had opened a ditch in the
area and washout had occurred
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(We'czther Threat Seen

‘Flood-Peril Area

Gets Dragline

County commissioners moved a dragline into the

Bahia Vista area of Phillippi

Creek just in time today to

meet any threat that might arise from the easterly wave

sweeping toward the ex-
freme southern part of the
state.

At an emergency meeting
late yesterday the county
commissioners decided to
move the dragline into the
area because of the express-
ed fears of so many Ba-
hia Vista area residents that
the next flooding along the
creek would be disastrous to
their homes and property.

County  commissioners  with
Engineer Moseley Colling are giv-
iIng serious consideration to that
problem pius the one posed by the
South Gate dam structure. There

was a meeting on that problem
late yesterday between South Gate

representatives and Collins.

Commussioners said that if the |
Suncoast gets nearly as much rain |
ag the Miami ared “did yesterday
from the easterly wave it will be:
ih bad condition drainage-wise and
flood-wise. ) :

Meanwhile, commissioners are
seeking any or all ald they can.

from state and federal sources for
the solution of the vital Phillippt
Creek filopd conditions,

The U. 8. Congresg failed to pass

authorization for the U.S. Corps
of Engineers tp maxe a flood con-
trol study of the creek. This left
the study delayed until at least the
second session starts in January.

The engineering study of the
ereek, if it is suthorized in the
next session, .probably will mean
the survey work cannot begin be-
fore spring.
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Interest Locally ‘

G muany

U.S. Engineers Called

Emergency Aid Sought
For Phillippi Victims

Emergency aid to the flood-
airicken Phillippt Creek area from
a research team of the U.3. Dis-
trict Engineers is requested today
amid fears that the tropical storm
or hurricane lurking off the Flor-
ide east coast could be the knock.
out blow to the area.

Immediate action by the re-
search team i expected from
Jacksenville, but meanwhile the
big block in the creek is the South
Gate dam, according to residents.

Packed Hearing

Cries of *‘blow the dam" echoed
throughout the three - hour hear-
ing yesterday afternoon in a pack-
ed county commission meeting
room a8 residents of the threaten-
ed areas of Bellevue Terrace, Oak
Shoreg and South Gate put up a
strong appeal for action to alie.
viate the flonded conditions.

“The dam referred fo is at the
rear of the South Gate Community
Hall between the bridges at Web-
ber Street and Tutfle Avenues.

Basic conflict between the coun-
ty commissioners and the residents
was  over whether or ot
the dam should be destroyed, or
widened and improved to allow
more flow over it and reduction m
the head of water,

Taking the lead in the group
that wanted the dam destroyed was
R, P. Farrell Jr.,, one of the de-
velopers, who said, “REvery.
body seems to think that dam
should be taken out except tne

county eommissioners.”

The county, through its engineer

. Moseley Collins, had devised =

‘plan scceptable in.general with
- South Gate residents to widen the
. dam- 85 feet over the present 85

feet making it possible for more
weter {o flow over the spillway.
But the residents, many of whom
had their homes flooded during
last week’s storm, said they
wouldn’t .settie for that, *
Number Of Moves

The county moved yesterday on|

& number of fronts to combat the
Phillippt Creek flood threat,

1, It officially requested the .8,
Army Engineers research team to
come here on an emergency.basis,

2, It moved a dragline into the

A e

Bahia Vista Street area of Phil-(!
lippt Creex for removal of ailting ¢
in the creek botiom. (

3. It sought engineering studiesit
by itz consulting engineers, Smal-|t
ly, Wellford and Naiven of f.he
Phillippi Creek dam. !

4, It contacted the State Road|t
Department and other ageneies for |/
appropriate right-of-way studies of ;.
the area of Phillippt Creekt at the
Sputh Trail bridges to determine if
another-cut « through could be
made.

Phillippi Creek iz not a small
ereek, said the county commission-
ers in letters to the heads of the
various Congressional committees
on flood control.

Haley Lives Near There

They said it 13 really a river
with considerable subdivision and
urban building on its route. Con-
gressman James A. Haley Hves m
the creek area near Phillipm
Shores Elementary School.

The Phillippt Creek flpod condi-
tions were not the only ones fac-
ing county officials yesterday. A
deiegation from the Centrai Ave-
nue-39th. and 40th Streef area ap-
peared to urge a bridge on Cen-
tral Avenue between the two
streets, Leading this group -were
artis{ Willlam Hartman and his.
wife who approprately enough
showed pictures of the flooding
conditions in their area.

Flooded 8 Thnes }

They said they had been flooded
eight times since March, but an-
other member of the detegatlun‘
said her home had been flooded,
that many times since mid-July.

“How would you like "to have
your children floating boats in the
living room?" she added.

“We beg you to do something,”
seld Mrs. Hartman and after re-
ceiving assurances irom the com-
missioners that the matter would
be explored she cornmented as she
leff, “We’ll be back.”

The matter was referred to the
road and bridge and drainage com-
mittees of the board, -

Hartman said they have bee
fighting the matter for six year
and had gotien lthle or ne satis
faction.

[ER——



Sarasota Herald-Tribune

Thursday, Feb. 4, 1960—3

Could Apply For U.S.

Aid

A report on bonds for a pro-
posed Phillippi Creek area waler
i and sewer district was made yes-
terday by Skiney Grover, local |
representative of the fiscal firm
of Ira Haupt & Co. !

Grover said ithe county may
apply for help in floaling bonds
from the Federal Housing and
Hnme Panance Agency m the

Phillippi Sewer B(md
Report Given C.ounty

event at least three bidders do
not offer 5 per cent or lower lnf A

terest on the proposed issus.
County officials were slated Lo

attend a meeting in Atlania tof

day with FHHFA officials on &

loan to finance district plans and -

specifications,

The bhond issue envisioned, 5
Grover said, is a revemte bond’
issue, not & generai obligation is-¢

sue, The FHHFA may buy reves
nue bonds of the county al rates
belween 5 and one elghth and.
5 and three eighihs per cent, he
said, It may buy general obhga-
tion issues at 475 per cent, .
Grover said.

Grover said his firm had not.“;

pulled out from ils agreement
with the county made last fall on
Lmderwr!tmg the pmpuse& Essua
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County Commission Acts |
Relieve Phillippi Plug |

A slep in lelping {o unplug Phil-
ippt Creek’s mouth and  peimit
more fiow of flood walels was
taken today by Sarasotn County

Commissioners  in approving a
bullchend line at thal poinl.

The action was taken lo acecepl
a commitiee report 1ecommending
the Hline and fo have the neces-
saty 1exolution prepared io make
it official.

The hulkhend line recommenda-
lion goes to Tallahassee for final
okay Dy the tiustees of the Infer-
nal Improvement Mund who have
{inal jurisdiction.

The motlon was passed by (he
county commissioners sitling as
lhe Counly Waler Control and
Navigation Aulhority.

The bulkhead line was requesi-
ed hy the Ringling - Simpnu‘

vintersls and agreed lo by the

‘eounly enginecr and the county’s

flood  conirol consulling  engi-
neers,

The Tocation of the line will
pose fhe least damage {o marine
and wild life foeeding and spawn.
ing grounds" sald the 1eport of the

bhullthend commitlee of the water

Awlhoity .

The eounty eommissionets said
the angle of the hulkhead line ak
the mowdh of the errale and {he
rastelly thie of {he inlanwd waler -
wiy  shanld be 1ounded eponah
as o pose wo reshiiction Io the
milinw of wale

Fheve was ne applisation pide
for eiredging and [illing in the
HERY

The commly commissionets  sil-

Ling as the water authority also
adopted a commilice report rec-
ommending relocation of the bulk-
head line at the Pauvlson property
in Hnglewood {o provide for spoil
aras and io help bulkhead what
is heing considered as a fufure
recreation area on the bay.

After the water authority ad-
jowrned, the counly commission-
crs went into session as the Board
of Counly Commissioners and
heard a roquest for zoning for a
10 - acre shopping center at Bec
Ridge Road and Lockwood Ridge
Road as outlined by James Sim.

the zoning committee to confer on

ons. The board recessed {o permi?

the plans for drninnge of the area
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Financing Is Big Question

Br JEANNE MARSHALL I

Herald-Trilune Reparter preliminary anaiyeis af the hasm

¢ Sarasata Couply's eommission- | submilted o the Beard of Coun-
“ers dnday witl diseuss witherance Sy Comnussinners m 1938 was in

ot the Thillipp Creek hasi flood s ey o e Soil Canser.
cridral pragrant amied o making ;

availabic jor hems develapment jvation Service theaugh lhe Small
an addilienal 51 square wiles of I Walershed Acl, the report says,
“iand swhich bas heen clazsed ast “As a resall, tederal partioga-
cwmzzhle because of fonde tinty has heen alfored 16 ihe coun.
toThe coumiv's building depari- v for the dovelapment ol the
ment has withheld for the 3ash Cow Pep Sisugh Walershed, This
fun vears permits lar construe- |
firn ol hames g develapmensis  provements to the upper parl of
hardering Phillipp Creek untdt an e Philiippt Creek  Rasmy," fhp
catflequate shudy has been camplel- Dreparl notes.

ced chowme what s needed fn! Sinee the inwor reaches of fhe
cmake the fands svailable (or use, hasi, melading Phiflippr Croek,

The etmmiesion. cozmzant ol o0 aal mulifv (or tederal aig
Ihe fland prablem alter the Sep-
fember, 1930 flanding which
catieed damaze i many homes
sand emypiasized I%n_e praistem lae- ot eol Conoress fa pppraprisie
mz the vostv. hired the enpy- e (80
peerms Tipg o) Smaflv Wellfned . .
and Nalven In brng m 3 eompre. Fug‘%lant m;E‘uff_' tise  Bistery o}
hense plan (o fhe flare. Mording rnn{lil:&ﬂﬂﬁt i the arer
P The remnunsmian reecivad enpies e repart. contiies: .
ot e plan which past nigt the ' The recurrenl flesding proh
pred oy cnneeried aclinn lenss veached sucl mamwr propor.

The repmt nsics mcrease Sip lians thal in
hotle magnilude and frequeney™  Conly Commssioners look {he
jin Fned eonditions n the creek [ fdrastic siep of halling the platting
Thanin !

sagriealiural the revont

s hasimn.
“Tn 4 ceriez
1080 andg early
authiries
rrfiyed

af elppe duag
%1, the Roard
addition=  and e
shidies ol the

been eampleted. and are repmdod
nn herain, The planc ligiod In (he
appendix bave hern inrmaafiy pre-
senterl o amd accepled by the
Board ol Cantly Copimiscsoners,

“The stepawize pracedize ol
lawed he the Boart )5 0 keepmp
with the mraseiple ol staging,
whyedh atay appiv nnt ssle in
studies hut also tn desigr and eon.
structinn. Stagme permils hudgol-
ing af tonds o oan ovderty man.
aer Hoss seonamical and pin
vules Dpsibility, i that
menls mav be  menrprnied

kunwiedze Drenmies
Farck reveaic

fineri
able slep
peslance  fmpheaimn of o ffay!
mav he aveitled, where tederal

propasal meorperates eerfam im. -

Theeanse the area 15 wrban and nnt
natee the ;
(B8 Carpe nf Fngmerye ennld

1966 The Bnard of |

nl new suhdivisinns m the entive
i3

Philtipp -
Crrek Basw, These sludies have .

el st
as |
futore events seeur and mme re-
avail-
mage
elear iy fhe vesd sleps ol st nn.

Eoportion on {his map shows e 58 ippaee miles of Sara.
gola Ceunly which has heen held dormant for hame ronstruction hocause of (fonding of Phiflipm
Creek. Mhe counly presently s plannme, and liopes in ohiain federal assislance, on work which will
alleviate the condition and allow remewed building i the area,

tmay epter the meture.”

i The consulting engineny® reporl
made several general reeommen-
dations, meloding:

Construchng the proposed i
provements 1o the creek and mast
-nf The miger canals, an “ohvious
=olition aezelly shhsaus &
the ovent ros(”

Taking  siternale mensures in
erder In ablam earlier refiel dur-
wg the et several vears. These
meazures watlkl either be siaged

¢

coansiruciing ouf ot conpiv hudget

huntts o deponding enlively on
lederal aid.

Postndving melbods of rarsing
inaww hunds Ineally fo handle the
ozt pt nhianung nghizanl.way
ancd eopstruction pirposes ¥ fed
eral aid does nol malerialize suon
ar enpugh or s msHfioent o
Seoaver lhe entire hrain

i Speeific reoommendatinons of the
Pyepor! mrluded:

; fiebuilk] or replara the wey or
“dam n Fhillippl Creck at Savth
Ygate

1 install wew weirg at fhe head
iol Phillipm Creek in Main A and
 Main B,

Sptoup oa eaimmas pamism
Puithin bustgel Hintalions nf wid.
cenwg aud deepening Phillipgl
(Cresk, apd Mam A and Mam B
in the sprond wair.

1 Hepeat the weor and eveayation
tprogram selectively apclyegn
Lyt the Clark Bakes canal higl
Prinvity,

N
i

i

Phillippi Flood Control Discussion Set

9

NG _L-p[ila;[ PIOS2IES

The most imparlanl use nf 3. aid or suhdivision enginsering . Resnrve the righi-ni- way e
tinzaled by ihis study. sflowing |
the wider righl-ni-way allernative |
“tar Thitlipm Creck witheut bulk-
“heads,

Extahlish a eompreliensive
dramage plan.

Mamtam stvict huilding rosty e
tfanz m flaed harard areas and

"extablish good warkine relalione

with the eily and siale o assuie
full erapeeation In convdinate the
rotpivs comprehensive draminge
plan,

Txplore the possibilitios for st
termale financmg, parlicoiachy o
tthe ficld of Inans trom ihe Touc
mg and Home Firance Acenev,

[961 OF sunf "Sepsang
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A two and one-half miltion dol
iar comprehensive drainage plan
to control flooding in the Phillip-
pi Creek basin from Sarasofa Bay
to Qak Shores was presented
Tuesday to Sarasota County Com-
mission.

Commissioner Fred Haigh
 recommended that copies of the

ing engineers, be sent to City
Commission for joint study.

County Commission will meet
again Friday at 9 ain. with the
consulting engineers to discuss
the lengthy and involved veport.

John Miner, who lives in the
Phillippi River section, appeared
before the board and asked if to
“nlease get geing as soon as you
can”

Miner noled that the clamp-
down on building in the much-
flooded atpa has caused area
huilders to suffer and {he econo-
my of the county had also been
hurd.

Haigh assured Miner the board
is '‘so keenly aware it hurts.”

Haigh said the Phillippi Creek
drainage problem was the key-
point of the board's correspon-
dence witly district and state le
gistators in Washington.

Smaily, Weilford and Nalven
estimated the earliest date for be-
ginning the drainage project for
the 58-square-mile Phillippl basin
would be between three and five
years,

Their report noted that since
it was extremely important to
obtain earlier relief, the commis-
sion should comsider several al-
ternatives until that time.

The f{lrm suggested heginning

report prepared by Smally, Well-’l
ford and Nalven, county comsuit- -

jcounty funds or handling the pro-
jeet independent of federal aid.

i Don Smally explained that fed-
“eral aid on the project would not
cover any costs for chtaining
rights-of-way and that some gov-
ernmental machinery would have
to be established by the board te
!help finance the project

He urged the board to set uwp

“flexible enough machinery”
when {und studies are begun,

The engineer pointed out that
the framework edtablished for
fund raising could be used for
construction purposes if federal
funds were delayed or insuffi-
cient.

He recommended either gbtain-
ing funds on a countywide basis

$2.5 Million Phillippi Creek Drainage Plan

Goes To Commission, Start Seen In 3 Years

or through the formation of a
drainage district.

Haigh asked Smally to have a
vepresentative of his firm at a
special subdivision commitiee
meeting of the county planning
commission at 3 pm.

“This comprehensive drainage
program is ene phase of this
drainage problem we can start in

|

24-Sarasota Herald-Tribune Wednesday, June 21, 1961

on immediately, Haigh noted.
The board authorized sending a
copy of the report to the U. &

Corps of Engineers.

'
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At Mouth Of Phillippi Creek

LTI M

Tridaw

Tsrhae

14

[ e

i

1

Boating enthusiasts who use
the Phillippi Creek arez are
hopelut that dredging nperations
at the mowh of Ihe siream will
improve hosting 0 that arca
and aventoaily lead lo widea-
ing and deepening for a muln
o se upsiream

Edison Sheil Co, which has
a coentract with the coumy far
removal ol the speil in order
to shiain sncll base for a road-
way at Msakka Park. has loot
larpe pieces of equipment m
aperation

The firm will dredpe  [he
mouth of the stream for o dis
tanee of %K fest upstrears and
in wp doing wili alleviate a
dirth of navigable water ab low
tide,

Cuetanty Engineer Maoseley Col-
ins, who inspecied the wmk
during the carly part of {his
week, said the dredeging il
prove of cepsiderable value io
boating  embusiasts  and il
atse help relieve Hooding sifua.
tion ab ihe junction of the
stream with the bay.

Coiling ~aid that at jow fide
‘here s less than 5 inches of
valer im the creel o the mouih
and he said once this is cpencd
up there wil be enoush waler
for larger boals lo move up
stream to US-4L

Fred Lutz, operater of Leps
Landing saidg thal a larde num-
her of boaters are leoking for-
ward to the day when they can
teavel down the creek to fhe in
fapd waterway and hays and
nel have te worry sbout aeiting
stuck nn sandbars

Lutz anid owners of larger
heats have to travel in and st
wf the stream at high fide n
arder to have enonzh water for
clearance He said that it was
hig belief that once the mouth
of the stream js epened up,
there will he an increase in the
uumber of fish and shell life.

From the spmi placed on a
fiarge at the dredeing opesa
tion | was evident that the
pni] eonsisted mainty of -
wiina shell and it there was
very ittle oyster o clam lifg
hemt disturbed by tha opera
liona.

Whether Edison Shell wil de-
rive enough shell 1o do the job
at Myahka State Park is un-
known, .

Meanwhile, boaters are mak-
ing plans to enjoy tha creek
favilities 'o n greater opxtest
than at any time in the last 20
FRALS,
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cuntract o' supplzr oyster ‘shells
for rnad work in Myakka R:ver_

# fcounty Engineer Moseley CuI
‘ ins iswi;o in.spected th_a wor_k
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Haichet-Burying Comes To Naught

Sarasota Board And South Gate Group

Fail To Agree On Phillippi Flood Control

Attempls Lo by the hatchel be-
Iween the Sarasola County Com-
~ mission and the South Gate Com-
munity Association direclors came
to nauzht Wednesday as the twe
groups fell back to rewrite fhe
latest proposat for a Phillippi fload
conlro] project on  association
Tand.

A healed commitlee session
Wednesday afternoon helween
thiee commissioners and several
ditectors of (he association left
Commissioner  Boyidl  Gernhard
"nal too optimistic at this point.”

Gornhard said the necessity o
hegin floed contral work immedi-
afely m the area may force the
counly {o consider one of two
other siles upsiream from tha
South Gale weir area.

Gernnhard told Associalion Presi
dent Stanley Wilson the commis-
sion resenls the “air of suspicion”
vellected hy seversl letlers from
the aseaciation to the board

The cotmty has asked for a deed
in a strip of land 50 feet wide and
1,500 feet Jong to construel a weir
{o alleviale flooding situations in
tha mrea .

The commission remmiites mel
with fie direcfors Wednansday tn
iren nul some of the objections in

the counly's proposals voiced by
the associalion.

Although  Geinhard  desciibed
the differences as “very minor”
at the meeting, he said {he prob-
lem is “pretty ridiculous in the
light of how quickly we must act
because the rainy season is right
on ns.”

"We've heen wiiting lelters for
two weeks abont this busivess,”’
Geruhard said "H's prohably cost
the Laxpayeis §2,000 abready. We
can go on forever lke this”

Gernhmd explained the Smdh
Gate weir is needed as part of a
major {kee-part flood program
the county can afford until {unds
are available for the two million
dollar comprehensive drainage
program.

Tom Criller, a resident of fhe
South Gate area, protesied the al-
titude of the association directors.

“You talk of only three or four
people on Seclusion Drive gelting
the benefit of ihis f{lood reliel,”
Cnlter said. “I've had 36 inches
of wafer in my home and even if
this new weir does ol help my
situation, 1 would faver it just be-
caure it taight help a neighhor
up the stieet "

Commissioner Johuson Warien
explained {he board is considering
the entire eounty’s needs in en-
couraging the weir's instaliation
as soon as poessible.

“This has o he a love your
neighbor type of program,” War-
ren noted.

Culler said the people in the
South Gate area have indicated a
“growing feeling that there are
certain people silting like fat cals
trying to bargain while their
homes may be endangered.”

Wilson said the main pirpose of

the association in insisling on spe-
cific detailed arrangements with
fhe county is to protect the as-
sociation in the future,

“We are merely Jooking out for

the best interests of the assotia-

tion,"” Wilson explained.

Counly commissioners will re-
view the revised proposal Friday
morning hefore submitting it to
the association, Gernhard said.

Wilsan said the associatien di-
reciors would meet “as quickiy
as possible” {o consider the revi-
sinns.

- “
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Agreement Is neat teday in Lhe

solution of lhe Phillippi Creelk
flood contrel plan at South Gate.
i The South Gale Community As-
sociation notified the counly com-
missioners that it will offer a 59-
fcot strip slong Phillippi Creek and
give a perpelual easement for
another 25 feet

The association said it wanis to

make sure the counly will repair
erosion and flood er equipment
damage within the easement area.

The associalion asked that no
special assessments for bulkheads
or olher improvements be charged
except those imposed on other
properiies in any district created
by the county, )

* Kk *

Other peints requested by ihe
assovialion inctude thatl the eounty
shall restore the properly to its
original  condition, wo  fulure
ingress and epress will be permit-
ted across the association property
or the easement for remwoval of
alluvial deposits above the weir in
the creek, the present weir or dam

he rebuilt or replaced and if funds
are insufficient o make the old
dam conform to the heighth of the
new welr, The work shall be done
by the end of 1962,

The associntion stipulated tiat
material dug from the creek be
stochpltled on the east side of the
swimming pool pump house as re-
quested by the South Gate Comi~
miunity Association.

The association requested a time |
Iimit of six months from the ef-
fective date of the agreement to
complete all work on the easement
properly and on association ppep-
erty, except the work on the old-
dam.

* % %

Counly Engineer Moseley Colling
and Donald J. 8mally of Smally,
Wellford and Natven. the englneers
who studied *e¢ flood problem
held several meelings with the as.
sociation to work out the agree-
ment.

Stanley Wilson, president of the
association, said in the notice to
the county that unless the condi-
tions are accepted by the counly
withbul major ov significant chang-
es there is no further need for dis-

eussion.,

“The cost of the thinga that the
association asls is so insignificant
hy eomparison wilh its conlribu-
lion 1o the counly that we consid-
et "Uie conditions nol simply fair
bt extremely generous’ Wilson
concinded

The county commtissioners are
expected lo acl on the lalest pro-
posals from the association as
=oon as Chatrman Warien Hender-
son brings the notice to their at-
lention.
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Wednesday erecting si
Circle and Bee Ridge

WORK UNDER WAY ON SLUICEWAY-—County workers were busy
piceway on Tuttle Avenue between the South Gate
Road, This feature is designed to help carry water

from the roadway into Phillippi Creek.

South Gate Dam Work

L ey H
5/ { "'r‘gfv il

The much-delaye
an the Scuth Gate dam’ on Phil-
liopi Creek got under way ihis
week ag public works department

- prews began surveying' and stak-
ing out the area near .the South
(Gate recreation center.:

More than a moath and a hail
of meetings and letter exchanges .
hetweer the county and the South;
Gale Communily Association pre-|
ceded this week’'s activily. f

Jack P House. public waorks
administralive assistant to Coun-
y Engineer Moeseley Collins.
said the work being done is pre-
paratory for the $25.000, weir pro-
ject.

The South Gate dam is part of
a 52 million drainage project for
the Phillippi

i county work  belonging to the associati
/deeded over for the project

‘ basin dnder thej
‘county's comprehensiver drainage |

nian. {

1

Begun

“have not been officially sign-
Association President Stanley
Wilson -said he didn't expect any
shags in.the agreement.
. 80ur «attorney i studying he
final agreement and is conferring
with County Attorney Richard!
Nelson,” Wilson reported. 1 fully |
axpect to gel a report {rom oul;
jawyer and sign the agreement
soon.™ |
The counly engineer has uiged ,
Ihe seitlement of the agreement
as quickly as possible in order to |
complete the project before the |
flopd season hegins

Akt

* Altheugh final Jegal transactions
petween the counfy and assecia-




Flood Arta
Agreem

Final apreement Is expacted (o
be compleled foday on ihe fland
control work in the Souwth Gue
area of Phillippi Crecl. said Stans
ley Wilsen, mesident of the com-
munity associntion there

Wiison  told THR NEWS hat
surveyors are working inday lo fay
out the 25 - foob casement alohy
the creek in Lhe vicinily of the
South Gate Community Centet

The total worl is expected lo
talke ahout six months on (o
creck banks to permil gienter
flow of waler and unping the -
Heneek that exists there now which
has caused water to hacl up dur-
ing heavy rains

The present dany in the creck
Swill be made to serve as weir or
e dam will be lorn out A weir
is a spiliway to allow waler lo
runpn over zt a controlled ate.

w

ot
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Engineer

.

Any full-scale flood telief in-
volving the Phillippt Creek’ at’
the South Tamiami Trail would: ..

“not be economically-fedsibla.at, ~
“this time, according to.a final.-
¢ report delivered- to -the County .

Commissten this morning by J..
E. Greiner Co:, consulling engi-

_meers of Tampa. - ¢

The firm offered .several in-

- terim - alternatives, - however, .

and noted that future develop- .

-ment in the area would make ..
the *“ultimate plan” - feasible. ...

Limited -control is.possible by .
county developmeént of Phillippi
Bayeou cutofis, aceording to the |

© veport, It also recommended fol-

| lowing the Smially,” Wellford: & @

‘UNFEASIBLE’

Jouenel

Rejects

Project

new 30-foof bridges and a
change in the channel to elimi-
nate the present “dog-leg” near’
the South Trail Bridge This U-
bent, thé report statés, #ives:
high resistance to normal hy-

draulic - flow.

The Gremer re}mrt noted
that rainfall runoff .is mere.

_damaging from.a floeding

standpoint thar slerin tides and
that . eliminating -the U-bend
would - not -increase the peril
from storm tides.

There was ne action on the
Greiner report since the board
just received it {this morning for.
study. .

. Naiven proposals for relief up-

stream from the South Trail
mouth of the creek,
A long-range plan involves

-ereek: charmel; ‘the. second to pro-

2Bridges

f

new bridges of 30

%)e:‘:ght ‘have beeng recommenngi g

ridge & proposed cuf-thron of
Phillippl Creek to P ippi gzyon
to alleviate flood condittons in the
creek, according io a final Teport-
i released fodey by the engineeﬁng
firm which studied the problem,
. The report from J.E. Gremer
:Company: of -Tampa ' calls for. a

tcut-through nortly’ of the isontRers. |-

most bridge on thé South Traiil
,over PHIllppl Creek, -

Flalgl

Froposed
Phillippi Creek Flo

“Vide: tha  addi
-of the Phillipy
Thi recomm:
right-of-way" iz
while.the plan
earn- money fa
* The.. recomm
ported in the
and . presented

). THe. report recommiends s ¢ v én | brid
Steps. to’ alleviate: thd floodimg Sonfa )
dition” caused by ‘fhe ereek botile. bt

Beck at the South Trall bridges; " Fer

The first siep 13 fo" secure the
right-otway for the changes in the

_ The re‘pb_rf‘WE

tnre: meeting.:



SLOW DYNAMI'TE — Removal of the dam
on Phillippi Creelk in the Seuth Gale section has
neatly been completed by ecounty public works
crews in peparation for econstruction of a new

Federal assislance {o hrgin
sindies of the Phillippi Creek
flond problem was designated
for Sarasola Counly Wednesday

by (he Senale Appropiiations
Commillen
According 1o a felegram In

Sarasola  County  Commission
Chairman Warren  Honderson
{Ite Senale commilles sel aside
$16.000 Tor Phillippi Creek

County Fogineer Moseley Col-

fins =said the $:6.000 allecation

was prohably designed [ar an
ruginesring analvsis of he ex

T |

wier. County Fngincer Moseley Collins said the
drmolition crews provided the “slow dynamite”
vertiested by Tlooded-out residents of Oak Shoves
asking for the dam’s removal two vears ago.

Phillippi Creek Project Gets $16,000

isling sifualions hy {he US
Corps of Army Engineets
Cotling said tha Senate aetion
was fe Thist step in the proce-
e vequidied in priting federnd
assistance i fhe  mammoth

[fsod confvel plan for fhe 58-
mila fnart linsin

Accarding te an Associaled
Presg report, the Phitlippi
Creek allotment wag one of fwo
pinjects appraved af Senalor
Holland’s tequest which weie
wnl. in President  Kennedy's
hudpel or included in a similar
appioprialions bill passed by
the House

‘e g
¢

Rt
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DAM REMOVED—The dam in South Gate on Thillippi Creek, biamed
hy residents of the creek valley as a factor in flooding of the area, has been
nearly demolished by county crews. Ruins of the dam stand where a new
flood control structure will be built, helping to relieve flash flooding of the
creek basin.

16,000 Will
Start Federal
ood Job Here

The Phillippi Creek walershed
nrojeel 18 poang In ped a oslat
with 8 $16.000 federal appropria-
ton,

An Aszavialed Press repart from
Washingien said this was one ol
bwa ifems approved ab {he re-
riest of Senator Halland of Flor-
ida which were not in President
Kennedy's hudget. .

Counly Commission Chairman|
Warren Henderson was agdvised of
the aclion by {elegram. i

Couniy Engineer Xoscley Col-
Ying said that the ilem was a prob-
lem for prelimmary engineering
studies of the big project, which
wilt ulfimalely cost several mil-
Hon dollars.




STUDIES APPROVED

ounty

e

ouvz.a

Only Myakkn and Big Slough
remain of the 13 waler basing in
this county o he made a peim-
anent part of water mwanapement
programs in the fulite

By resnlution, (he counly eom.
mission this mmning adepled to
the waler managemeni overall
progiam surveys covering 11 of
the hasins. These are the Phitlip-
pi Creek Walershed study and lhe
Sarasola County Coaslal Basins

Flaod Control and Water Manage-
ment Study
In ether business this morning

the hoard:
Made official note of the elec-

Wesd

\\\.%’\ |

later Jobs

lion of Eal H. Bauer, Clarence
Marks and Albert J Lundwail .t
lo three-year lerms on Lhe Engle.
woord Wale: Distiict,

Approved an $8.525 hid hy Wost
Coasl Shell Cmp on 20-feot pre-
cast span for Harhar Diive

Approved a  special exceplion
covering a golf course in Venice
Basl Subdivision.

Referred to commitiee a rezon-
ing pelition of W. A Blackiwa
to pave the way for a matina al
Blackbuin Poinl Bridge and ai
boat wmbks to he operated hy
John Holmes. who now has a boat
works on the South Tiail neay
the Eclipse Plastics plant.
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AT US4l

Apreements for county purchase! areas owned by Chapman near

of property for a flood relief!
breakthreugh at Phillipp: Creek :
;step n creating a new 200-lont

and 11S-41 were compielad Thurs.

day. with County Comnussioner:

Boyvd Gernhard and countv engi-

neering represeniatives slateq to:
go to Tallahassee Monday to press:
for ymmediate construction of a|

The ecounty commission will
purchase jand just east of the
highway and ‘ronting on the
creelk irom Henry R, (Danny)
Chapman for 317.500-—subjeet {o
cancellation of an existing lease
on the fract and an easement
from Chapman permiiting the
county to deposit the soil that
will be dug eut ior the new
ereek channel on ereek botiom

the planned cut.

The move represenls the [first

npeming fo provide a move «direct
outflow for the creek i an area
where the stream mzkes a U-bend
and crosses under a narrower

highway bridge several hundred’

new 30-foot bridge opemmng Lhere. : feet to the north.

An estlmated 51004008 1= avail-

‘abie tor the work at the nresent

Lime. according to Gernhard. Sdi..
Me from siate primary road

tunds, another $40.0060 irom:
secondary road funds alloeated for

ise in Sarasota County, and 320.-
00G trom the county.

The current primary appropri-
ation 13 due 1o expire al ‘he end

-of June, Gernhard expiamed. ana
‘the Tallshassee trip will be made

lo get the proieet started heiore
that date

County Engmneer Aloselev Col-
ins and representatives of twa
ergineerina  consuiting  {irms — |
-Smally, Welllord and Naiven and
-the Grewner Company of Tampa.
will accompany Gershard. '

The first stage tn the construe-:
tion ot the new chaanel to relieve
-the floed bhetlleneck will be made
st north of Montelair Drive. |
Subsenuent widemng of the open- -
g will require the relocalion of
that road, which serves as access:
io the adiacent residential sub-
division. and will reawre the ac-’
quistrion ol additional property hy
the countv .

The f{irsi 30-inot openme will:
lexzen the {londing problem in the .
areas west of the bridge, where
;the waters of Phillippt Creek
nave heen neld baclk during ne-,
rods  of  heavy  ramdall, The
stream dramns nearlv 60 square:
miles 1a a rapidiv urbanzing area
at the couniv wnere new subdivi-
sion developments have been re-
siricted by the eounty commis-
son pending {lood reliel work.

Engmeerinz consuntant Rober!
Waiven has estimated that lhe'
Jdrst new bridze opening at the
sighway will reduce the ({lood
1azard al that wpemmt by “more!
‘han 25 per cent.” i

Details of the tand purchase !
were discussed Thursday hy
Gernhard, Chapman. Commus-
sioner  Johnsen Warren. and
Richard Nelsan. atlorney to the E
board of commissieners,

Planned ny the county, but not
specifically inctuded in the pur-
chase agreement, 1s the filling of
a smali area of the rreek just|)
north of the nropertly being ac-|
aquired from Chapman. !

That propertv 15 owned byv!
Chapman and jeased for a ma-§
rina. Also planned 15 the deposit |
of fill along the south shore nfl
the creek, cast of the highway,
and adjacent to Montclarr Drive. |
abutting property also owned by
Chapman.

The Chapman fand al US-4t has
been appraised by the county at
319,600 — S$2.1%% more than the
arice bemg paid.
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ALSO VENICE BID

By BOR WATT

A hotly contesied rezmmng re-
aues! tn permyl high rvise aparl
menix on ap undevelpped fract
across Phillippr Creek from a
Snuih Gale residential area was
veterred fn lwn comimitiees of the
Oty Commissinn afler a publie
hearmp Tuesday afierncon,

Alsa deferved far sindy by {he
full five-mian camimissinn WAas
p eanfroversinl vequest, Pelitiog
M, {nr redesignation along the
ronte of {he proleefed nbard
waterway,

he hoard beard 13 pleas for
sope changes during a session
{hat iasted more than four haurs,
with a hearing deferred uniil lo-
ttay on one additional petition at
Spring Lakes subdivision.

Strong neighbaerbood opposition
was expressed to lhe proposal for
an apariment project on porlions
o! a triangular tract bordered by
Bee Ridge Road, Tullle Avenue
and Phillippi Creek. The petition,
requested by owner Floyd Jobn-
son. was supperled by allerney
George Dielz an d developer
Sandy Rocke, who suggesled 2
modilication of the erigmal pro-
pasal fo offsel objections for the
R-i resideniial owners across the
ereck by haiding the tract's cresk
franiage in is present R-2 cale-
gory.

Idielz first suspested {hai the
remainder of lhe triangle, except
for a swall residential area of
tour inls near Bee Ridge Tnad,
ghauid be designaled for C-IA
commereial uses. Rocke laler m-
dicated thai R-3, which weuld also
perniil maltiple residences, would
he ucceplable for ihe center of
the fract. wilh commereial strips
aiong the road froniage and a
single row of single-residence
lots aiong the creek right-ol-way,

Although an arlist's conception
of a proposed commercial and
apariment complex showed build-
fngs of approximalely five stories,
Rocke said that the project could
he accomplished with struclurzs
rising only three slories high.

A Sputh Gate residenl, W. G.
Schindler, said that the archi-
tecl's skelch would be “im har-
mony with Skid Row' ralher than
with the presenlly developed sur-
rounding areas,

Carl King, a resident of ihe
pubdivisron and A yepresentative
ol the firm lhat originally fe-
veloped i, said that zonmg tor
the frinnpiilar area should new
bhe gaverned by the improve-
menic thal have hees made in the
adjasning areas, He also cenlled
altention tn the lack af specific
planning sithmiilpd by ihe pro-
ponenis of the zoning change and
riaimgd thal “‘zonmeg prior fo plan.
ming 1z aut of order.”

Cross-guestioned by Haigh,
King agreed (hat he had said,
afler an earlier hearing on the
pelition haelare the planning com-
nussian, thal a residential huffer
sirp along the ereek bank would
answer many af lhe Sonth Gale
ehieciions,

When Haigh poinied out that
{s epmpromise had heen of-
tered, hy lhe pelilioners, Wing
repeated his opmion thal {he
eotsly rommissinners were he-
ing asked lo {ake over fhe de.
veloper's funciions in planning
for the lract and thal definile
plang shoyld he submitted by
the petitioner,

Recause the =ile borders an
area where a widened right-of-
way for the ecreek will be need-
ed fo meci the county’s compre-
hensive drainage plan, the re-
zone petilion was relerred lo
bolh the public works and zon-
g -eoitimitlees for study,

Referred to the beard as a
commiliee-nf-the-whole was Pe-
tition 300, covermg all iand setith
ol the Venice airport io the nead
of Lemon Bay, belween {hie Soulh
Venice subdivision and the Gulf
ol Mexico,

The pelition was inilialed by
the plannmg commssion, at the
suggestion of the ol Cily of
Vemce-Counly ol Sarasola romng
advisory commilice. requiesting
that all properiy in the area now
zoned A-1 and A-3 should he
changed to R-2, R-2B and R-3.

Finn Caspersen, head of the
advisnry comumnitlee and hrother
ef the owner ol most of the prop-
erty, said that the preposal was
mada (o meet lhe desire of the
City of Venice ig have the county
etiminale all agriculfuraily zoned
areas adjorng the mumcipality
hecause of the undesirable uses
permitled 1 such zones,

Caspersen said that the com-
mitiee had, at his suggestion,
sought the R-2 and R-2B classi-

fieation for part of the O. W.

Caspersen holdings.

He said that there have been
whal one plapmng commissioher
calied suggestions of “‘collusion”
heiween the Cas»hersens and the
plannmg  commissiop and that,
valher thap “lean over back-
wards,” he wished {o change [he
request and have all {he Caspersen
properly rezoned is R-1 which
permils molel-hotel developments.

Caspersen  siated fhal there
had beer "noe parbieolar b
jeclion’ fo {he ariginal Al
zoning established i 1957, He
pxplrined that ne develapineal
pliming had been possible un.
{tH # was known jusi whal
rouie wonld he praposed fer

H

the inland waterway, that he
nad not known exactly where it
would be routed until a eon-
demuafion suitl was filed recent-
iy, and that a pre-development
survey {or the area is now
heing prepared,

Appravat of Peiitien 300 was re-
eommended to the county com-
misstor by a split vole of the
planmng  board, with  Commis-
sion Jebn Mikes and Lyns Morey
dissepling,

Approved by the commissioners,
after hearings were cinsed, were
a change from M-t o M-2 ai Pal-
mer Farms, C-1A f[or property
atong  US-41 =oulth ol Venice
between Tulip and Shamrock
Drive, zoning fer a proposed
garden apartmeni development on
Fruitvile Read, commercial
zoning reguestad by L, F. Garden-
er at Nokomis, commercial
designation for US-41 lois al Os-
prey Park, and a ronmg change
for a mobilehiome™ subdivision
north of DeSoto Road.

Penied was ope petition, initi-
ated hy the planming commission, -
to rezone proparty near US4 and
Center Road, near Venice Gardeng
.- Action was also delayed, pending
committee study, on commercial
rezonings requesied on Bee Ridge
Road near McIntosh and on US-41
near Osprey,

Partially approved was another
pelition, initiated by the planning
hoard, al Park Boulevard in Ven-
ice, where part of the reguested
arep wag changed to R-1A and
the balanee o R-31

Referred to a eommitiee of the
whnle commission was the zoning
change south of lhe Venlce am-
port, in an area where the inland
walerway is expected to be
routed. |

Granfed was a special excep-
tion for & church near Ashion and
Swift Roads.
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slle Rosd Bowrd Member Wi
ren Cason suid Monday alleinvus
he wouki altempl fo find as pueh
primany road fund nivney as i
sonable to help finance the ncees-
saly cui-lhough al Phittipp Creck
and U.§. 11, avcarding lo Counly
Commissioner Boyd B Gewniaed

The comissioser and olhel
commissionn s wenl Lo Tainpa
Monday ailluinoon fonoa cditler
cence with Cuson
‘i * k %
Cernhard said Casen, in ibe

mesntinte. sod he would o aheadd
and have the necessuvy bridge de-
sign pluns preputed on the pringily
Hisl so when funds are availaple
lhere wili he nio holdup due 1o
plans.

The  commissionel  was  deeoni-
panicd by Donzld Smally of the
gounly consuiling engineeving fivm
of Smady, Weilimd and Nalven
and Conmnnissioners Julmson Ware
ren. and Wation Heondergon.

* ok Kk
Wslimaled cosl of & 80-foel wide

cil-tnough uf Philhppt Cr e ek
autess the highway i §877.006 oce
cording te the BRD fgmics

The ultimaie plan for aa 200-lowl
wide cui-thiongh would cost §225.-
uis und is lou costly al this Lme,
aceording to count, otficiuls

% kK

The eul-lhiougls of Lhe highway
al the creek is o velicve ihe bol-
Yeneck of waler vaused by the 8
i in o eteek bed ab that paind,
acearding lo lhe engincers

Gernhard said the  coolerence

with Cusun wis o biel one during
which time Casen oullined ihe
S1T1 position

The original financing spht be-
Lween: Lhe counly and the state for
the bighway cul-through and bridg-
eq pives the counly «lose lo $100.-
U0 as s shave of the lotal, wilh
abuut §30.000 from lhe slale pii-
maly funds.

Shoull the cuf-through be made
there with have lo he lwo 50-foof
Bridges  consiiucled Lo span Lhe
new channell.

»

R



Sarasota’s Flood Control District

'Will Be Largest In Urbanized Area

Tlhie proposed flond control dis-
trict for Phillippi Creek and four
other water basine surrounding it
will cover 75 square miles and

aboul 75 per cent of the popula-
tion of Sarasota Counly according
to county engineers.

The dislrict as planned will ex-
iend about 10 miles inland from
Sarasota Bay and include Mathe-
ny Creelt, Biligraw Bayou, Holi-
day Bayou and Clower Creel

It will be one of the largest fully
urhanized flogd distriets in Flori-
da when and i it is completed

The boundary lines ag drawn on
the preliminary map of the dis-
trict are tentative and c¢an he
changed in the final form, said
Donald Smally, engineer with
Smally, Wellford and Nalven,
county consuiting engineers.

The distriet ns outlined in pre-
liminaty maps would begin at the
Manateo - Sarasota County line,
extend south along the bay fo
Whitaker Bayou, cut iniand

around downiown Barasola, jog
oul fo the hay al Hudson Bayoun
and inland again along U.S. 41 tfo
The Slickney Point area

It would go east as far as Dikae
Road and ihe Fruitville celery
fields.

Prima:lly the district encom.
passes the Phillippi Creek section
and its smaller subsidiary bhasins,
like Blligraw, Hudson and Whit.
aker Bayou.

The plan developed by Smally,
Wellford and Nalven Involves co-
operation from the ecity of Sara-
soia.

The district can be created by
a resoiution of the county com-
missioners under a special act for
Sarasota County

Any tax or hond financing plan
would have to be approved by tha
prope:ty ownera in a referendum.




By JEANNE MARSHALL

A formal stop order was issued
hy Sarasola County Commussian-
ers Thursday to halt Hlling of
Phillippn Creek by Phillippt Gar.
dens developer Reid Farreil.

Commussioners toid Farrell the
actien was ter his protection as
vell as for the county.

County Atty. Richard E. Nelson
idvised the board sitting as the
varasota County Water and Navi-
-ation Control Anthorily to issue
.ne stop order until the facts
sould be fully researched.

Farrell argued Thursday
morning he operated in good
{aitk when he contracted for the
filing work afler the county
approved a plat for the sub-
division’s eighth unit in Jjune.

The developer said the filling
work had heen Hmited strietly to
the confines of the recorded piat
and gid not restrict the flow of
Phillipps Creek.

Residents
plained to county officials that
the filling was illegal and inter-
tered with the creek's flow.

Although Farrell said he was
net 1ssued a stop order by County
ngmeer Chuck Morgan Wednes-
day as reporteq by Commissioner

* Boyd Gernhard, Gernhard said he
. personally overheard a {elephone

eall Wednesday when Morgan ad-

. vised Farrell to stop werk gt

the county attorney could be con-
suited.

Nelson iold the WNCA mem-
bars Thursday he could feil
them what fhe law relating to
dredging and filling was “hut
not what the facts are since the
facts keep expanding.”

The attorney explained if the
developer did not have a dredge
and Hli permit his first impres-
sion was that he was viclating
county regulations by filling n

* Phillippt Creek.

“ITa 13 eharged with knowledge
of the Water and Navigation Con-

. trol Authority law,” Neison said.

Neison said whnen Farrell sub-

| mitted the subdivision plat for

in the area com-j

BY DEVELOPER

i approval former County Engmeer
{ Moseley Collins was aware a per-
mit was reguired.

i WNCA Charman James Spanos
explammed the stop order was Is-
sued mm a “‘friendly manner” De-
eause the work was not done
maliciousty.

“Oyr only position s for this
board to 1ssue a step order,”
Spanos said. "If were wrong,
we're wrong."

e el )

Spanos said the WNCA shenld
esiablish a bulkhead line all
aleng Phillippl Creek and Com-
migsioner Fred Haigh asked
that the autherity meet for the
specific purpese of eslablishing
a hulkhead line along the sea-
wall line from the bay to the
head of Phillippi Creek at Oak
Sheres,

Farrell pointed out to commis-

sioners he has already given 1,000
feet of right-ni-way io the county

for the widening of Phillipp
Crezk. He said he was also ready
to dredge the creek ai his own
expense 1n front of his property
and not wait for county or federal
funds.

No formal action was taken
beyond the stop order until
authority members research tha
matter.




Thursday, November 15, 1962

the controversy between tha coun-
fy and a private land developer
over filling in the Phillippi Gar-
dens section oh Phitlippl Creek.

Reld D, Fartell, president of the
Phillippl Creek  Homes, Ine
agreed to allowing approximately
2,400 cuble yards of dirt to bs re-
moved from the deve}opmenl: prop-
erty, °

This will in_effect wlden the
ereek at that polnt, Tha county

Agmnment was Nu.c,hﬁd toda.y in

will pay an estimated $600. tor thie
wark,

County  Tngineer C:ha.rzes Q.
Morgan said the agreement would
be of beneflt to the county. -

He suggested that Fariell deo
the work with equlpment alreaﬁy
in the area.

Permit Needed \

The Wwork is contingent on Far

mit, ’
Farrell hecame invalved m the

reil getting & dredge and ﬂll par-

controvérsy wheh some creek
front property owners objected to
filling at Amerlca Drive and Phil-
lippt Creek. The fllling was done
by Farrell’s company to straighten
out & meandering creek linhe.
Objectionn were based onthe
grounds the fill would restrict the

lwater flow and ‘aggravete Hood-|

conditions upat.ream from Phil
Hpp!l Gardens.

Maurwhite, Smally, Weltord emi
Nalven, county consultihg engl
neers, wrote the county commis.
stoners pointing out the dangera of
lack of control over filling intie
creek.

The enginers sald, ‘“The county
muat maintain complete control
over ity drainage-ways in order to
evoidt accumuietion over ths pass.
'ing years of a legeoy of problema
‘prohibitively costly of soiution.”

"“This control should be exercis.
ed over all filling, allgnment and
re-alignment,: bulktheading, strue-
fures mnd al telated aspect.s,’_.' the
lendnaers “sadd.

The enpineers matd the 'thlppl

creek, =t the same.timg, as re-
re-alignment and widan.lng of the
oreek : to- 800 - fest: -

et e e,

Gardens flllin was “out of phase"’

with the present program of crask
Improvements and should procesd

on}y mﬁter the .acqulsition of. right .
of way, on, the opposlte side of the .

s
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Waterway Dredging Reaches

Dredping of {he Inlracoastal

Waterway has now reached the
srea just north of Clower Creek
nerth of the Vamo section, Sara-
sota County Recreation Director
Bud Davis said Wednesday.
Davis, who was assigned by the
county comimission to keep track

of the dredging progress, said the
overall schedule through the coun-
ty is a “liltle bit behind.”

He explained dredges had rup
info some unexpected rock areas,
particularly around the Bird Key
spoil islandy in Midnight Pass.

Dredging is expected o be slow-

Phillippi Creek Hearing

Agenda Is Being Drawn

Representatives of civie and
community associations In the
Phillippl Creek walershed have
been asked {o aitend the Nov. 30
public hearing on Phillippl Creek
fleoding. ’

Counly consulting engingers and
counly commissioners  mapped
out the agegda for the meeling
Wednesday morning

Persons wanting on the agenda
have been asked o contaet Com-
missioner Warren Henderson or
adminisirative assistant  Arthur
Rasmussen at county offices by
Monday. ' ’

The hearing has been called by

for 10 am. Nov. 30 at Lido Ca-
sing,

District engineer Col. J.V. Sol-
lohub of Jacksonville will preside
at the heaiing,

Congressman James Haley,
Stats Reps. John Hasson and Rus-
sell Jordan and Slale Sen. Ed
Price have been invited. °

Dala received at the hearing by
the Army engineers will be used

in presenting an engineer's re-

port for the federal govermment
seeking federal fundy for the flood
comtrol project.

HERALD-TRIEUNE ADS
BRING RESULTS

Area North Of Clower Creek

er south through the Slickney
Point section because of rocks,
Davis said.

A spoil depesit on Siesta Key
near the county beach has now
reached a height of eight feel,
acording to the recreation diree-
{or. :

Davis said the area had been
divided into two spoil areas lo
includa property west of Midnight
Pass Road on the beach but the
dredging contractor had limited
the deposits {o the portion east
of the road.

Davis said [he county had npth-
ing to do with the height of the
spoil banks except by direct con-
tract wilh the dredger for spoil
areas on county property.

“They can go as high ag they
want to if there is no height limj-
tation in the contract,” Davis ex-
plained. "It was either some of
these heights or speil islands.”

Davis said it was up to the in-
dividual property owners to dis-
tribule excess speil deposiled on
their land. A great portion of the
spoil is valuabls for sale ag fill
material,

Davis sald the dredgers are co-
operating wilh requests to keep
damage and nolse to a minimum,

R v e A 1 T




Hearing Sel

AEI dﬁc amd wmm‘tm&f:y asso-
c:lations within the Philippl Cireek,
watershed were.. asked. today to
have wpz:esenta.twes at A public’
hearing Nov..30 to. remew’ fhe ﬂood

problem in the. amea.. i

-Sarasota County (‘.‘ammassmners
met this morning with .the county |
engineer and’ ‘Smally, Wellford and-
Nalven {0 prepars -an m*gamzed
agenda for the hearing, -

The U. 8. Corpaotmginearawm
conduct the hearing at the:-Lido;
Beach Casino beginning at 10 aum.

The huilders: exchange, bankers,’
Hght industry couneil, ci.iy of Sara-.,
sota, . 3 ‘chamber' of - commerce,
state legislators a:mi congressmen
will be invited to attend.

The Oak Shores Civie Associa-
Hon and the South Gate Commun- |
ity Association have ind:.ca.ted ’they

i

5 GDI[-
ducted according to the Tiiles of

thaUS GosrpsafEngmeemmih

'.I'.‘lme W&}l be alloted, cm. fth& agen-
da for representa.ﬁvas to show the
benefits expected mum. ﬂood. eon-
trols. . : [
County Cmnmtssmnez' Fred
Haigh said staterments should show
“positive benefits” so the engineers |.
may have soma idea: “of *Hha cost :
bemefit ratio.. 7. :
There will ba a Enstory of m ,
poi Greek floods given by Sma.‘nly,
Welimrd and Nalven. et

Tire. official’ staterant ‘of th e |
emmty wﬂl be given- by‘cnmmmam :

foreongwesanamesA.Halegi
amdst&beReps Russeﬂ ‘Jordan Jr. |
snd.‘l‘ohnﬁasst_m‘ Shaﬂemmdﬂ.:

' No deecwsion] is ! expeute_d_: B.t" the
'hee;ring. but da.ta wﬂect'ai wﬂl ba
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PHILLIPPL FLOOD BASIN — Sarasota’s mest influential and maost signif-
icant inland hody of water. the Phillippi Creek, holds the key to the area’s pro-
posed big flood centrol hasin. A $3.5 million bond issue has been recommended
to alleviate [uture flooding alng the hanks of the creek. The biggest share is
lor improvements on the Phiilippi: $2.114.000. That figure is for exeavation.
structures and bulkheads and rights-of-way — out of a total estimated cost ol
S2.303.000 for seven flood hasins. Engineeilng, and legal [ees, finanecing and
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contingencies, make up the diflerence. It has heen propesed (hat a self-taxing
[loond controi distriet be set up lo finance the project with the sale of 20-year
honds. The map above shows the route of the creek and proposed improvements
{o better lacilitate the flow of flood waters. The other basins are: Whitaker
Bayou, Hudson Bavou, Matheny Creek, Elligraw Bavou, Holiday Bayou and

Clower Creck.




‘ Am;d repolts of rssing wate; The counw _fmmas:slﬂners at

in Sarasota  County, the couniy their morning fneehmg fn. the
goverring body today tool action cmuthouse voted to give .approvs

to prepare for dredging a portion|al {o a ‘plan to. dr edge and “fill
o Phillippl Creels, - L made by Phillippd Homt?s_lnc

‘|engineers,

moved that a resolutmn be prs-
pared favoring the proposal.; It
would mean removal of - 5t in-
the. éreek which .has acted - as a
:thlock to waler: f!uw, accordmg;to

The action way taken by ﬂ!a,
counby commissioners'’. sitting ay.
the county water and nawga 13
oontrol aut‘hormy. L

" Heavy rainfails since mfdmghl.’
caused a rise in Phillippi water:
fevels -during the ‘morning “hours:
today A close watchiwas . hamg
kept on the water level by TeSks -
dents: and. the. county, .

Henry R, ch&pman a creek‘
area propery ‘owner’ belqw tHe ",
place to be dredged; said he fge
vored the work because it wnixld
empmve the overall floed - :
Hig :

llpp!
torney, Jama; Dmrmon'
od-the plan. .-
Farrell :said - the wor .wuu], ;
vliminate 'a_ back - swmhng acs -
tion which has existed near: the
tievelopment south of Bee. Ridge -
130ad.; He ‘said the creck is 18 to
%5 feot wide at: libs narrowest
pint in this seetlon, - ;
Chapman : said be’has " lived ‘on :
lie creek a long time and he sald -
nlthough * the immediste: effect
may be o releass” water ‘in ‘the
long - yumy 3 would ‘be an ‘asgel
Hobert Power, ~ another . créeh': ‘
front property owner; ‘malg ‘91 3
can see another . flood “coming® "~
as he pointed ouk the wmdaw o,
the fallting yajm, L
Laslia Millen, chalviman of &m

citizetts Hond oommitios.
which Nwmnm " notion . B
(Continued on page ¥
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/By JEANNE MARSHALL

Hopes to widen Phillippi Creek
to an ultimate 190-foot channel at
the US.41 hottlepeck if primary
and secondary road fungs can be
iised from the county's share of
ghsoline taxes were expressed
Thursday by county commission-
ers. -

Engineering studies from the
Siate Road Department estimale
the cost at $250,000.

- Commissioners expressed cau-
tious enthusiasm over the cut-
through propesals from the SRD,
pointing out financing would be
& major factor in determining
hbow wide an opening eould be
provided.

County Engineer Chuck Morgan
told the board thers was a pos-
slbitity primary funds would be
gvailable but the road depart-
ment had made no definite com-
mitments.

¢“The whole thing hinges on
what the county cen afford to do
based on the legality of the use
of primary and secondary funds,”
the engineer explained

‘County  Atforney Richard Nel-

son also pointed out widening the
creek to a 19¢-foot channel would
call for acquisition of additional
right-of-way at the highway
hottleneck.

He said the pending condemna-
tion suit at the cut-through in-
volving property owned hy Henry
{Danny) Chapman has been held
up several months waiting for
plans and specifications on the
preject from the road depart-
ment.

The attorney indicated adding
additional condemnation or
amending the suit would slow
down the current condemmuation
suit, pointing out the project
would alsp be delayed if the SRD
wers asked to process amother
suif,

Nelson and Morgan said they
had not heen able to confer with
SRD officials yet on tha legality
of using primary and gecondary
{unds for the project

Commissioner Johnson Warren
sald latest fipureg from the coun-
ty land agent sel an appraisal of
$25,600 on the halance of the prop-
orfy at tha hettleneck tn widen

1904?‘00’[ Phillippi Creek A
" Opeﬁing Sought By County

the creck ip a 200-foot opening.

The county negotinted unsue-
cessfully a year with Mr. and
Mrs. Leon Novak to purchase
tight-of-way. - )

Board members learned from
Leslie Miller, chairman of a eiti-
zens ficod district committee ap-
pointed by the commission {o de-
velop flood control plans, that
Miller and Commissioner L. L.
Parker have an appointiment Sun.
day with the Novakg to discuss
burchase of the property.

Nelson warned the commission
and Mifler the retired aviator's
assistance in the matter was
“welcome but not binding on the
county commission.”

“If he undertakes to apsist the
county he does so at his own
isk,” Nelson said,

Miller said he wag invited to
meet with the property vwners by

Parker and understood only Park- |

er would be there in an official
capacily. . !

The hoard 'agreed the county
engineer should be included in the

delegation to meet with the Ne- |-

vaks

R




Flood Unit
Maps Plans
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Ry JEANNE MARSHALL
Alembers of the vilizens (Inod
contrnl commitiee appointed by
the Smasolp Uounty Commission

[ XL

to stidy iloed prozram propesals o
mel  thursday o prepaie  lor bY
Tuesiay & miblic peming an che H

presusal  Philtippi vrees  Fland M

Lol District :

The commstlee generaily agieed <
A cspiling jeh't would he needed H
tn vonvince freeholders in the pro-
posed disiriel ihey shewd tate m
favar of the district and a distict
tax levy lor flood relief

Thee 38 - square - mile  Phillinp
hagin has been desicpated by the
colmly commission 25 the fis
soveral ddistecls for weltaxmg
flood vonlzol programs

nmaeering estimates place the
eost ul correeling dramnaze in the
Phiilippi hasin at 525 maftion to
be finasced pp a 2kyveay aishict
bond isue basis

Mujor work propesed aehwies
wiicting  Phillipm Tieek  item
Oak Shores and the Intracoaslal
Waterway with a channei witth of .
200 (eet maintained to US41. Con-
crete seawalls would e installed
to buikhead the chiannel

Steering  commilee  members
Thursday agreed to wait to bemin
a campaign o seek support of the
project until after Tuesday’s pub-
lic hearing

*Certamnly zn informed pubtic
is more apt to support the hond
wsne T Rolland Ring told other
members of the committes
“Sipee the counly commisston is
not in the businegss of promoting
its owa bond issue I feel our noly
choice is (o 7o inte Tuesday’s
macting and fuily support this dis- |
tritt We have in have a crusade
lo cnlizhten the pubiic ™

He poimed oul repeaied toed-
e s limiting the wrowth of the
ar

Cither we solve sy shmnaze
preofems e crowth il come e
a stnding hait © Ring noled

Lesiie Miller. co-chairman o
the sieering commitice caid the
¢Continued on Page 2, Col. §)
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Herald-Tribuna Staf{f Photo—Torrngion

PHILLIPPI CREEK BRIDGE — This aerial photograph shows US-41 look-
ing south from the double bridges at Phillippi Creek. The wing of the plane
appears in the upper right section of the picture.
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| %Washinétoﬁ Gets ﬂobd -C-ommf Report—

“ $7.8 Million lippi Creek Plan Wins Backing

Br PAUL HOGAN conditions which eould be im- tain and construct lateral drain.
Tribune Staff Writer of a taxing distriet or the coun- proved economicalic by @ pian.ape facilities thal are necessary
SARASOTA — A report that'ty commission itself wouid be which include: improving 13 1o 7tealize the benefit made
could resuli in a7 34 gog asked lo supply an estimated miles of creek apd iributary availablc I tne improvements

flaoé contro) praject on Sara-}53.263 260 for the project as channele. seven water ]e\‘cl‘anr. to 1::10 cree%; the teport noted
Creek ' 0utlined by the carps crosion-control structures. jniel  The local government must

structures  for lateral  drains also provide the righis-ofens
leading 1o lhe creek and modi-; for the projeer an6 assume the
fieation of 18 bridges " the re- costs ¢! re-construciing or re-
pert continued ilocating ail highway bridzes

Local interests. in ihe form

gola County s Phillippi
has beea sent 1o Washington for: BPiscussion Scheduied

approval by the US  Army- Receiving the initial report
Corps of Lngineess jyesterda). Counly CoOmMmMmission-
The pro"r:m sutlined by the! 07 €lecied o set a discussion
Jacksonville district office c:[‘;rlm_’Jt for 11 am Thursday "
the corps and approved in the; The report is f:!.vuvrabl_c. the
Atlantz divigion office wouldSoFEs said simply in ils an-
mean federal participatian'“"U“C‘?mem on the study of the
reaching $4 595 600 for woik on | CTEER that in September 1962,
ihe oft-flooded creek Hlpoded some 500 {amilies out of

The report is now before the | theil homes
poard of cengineers for rivers! “Phitlippi Creek has flooded

“Benelits from flood conral voived
increased land usc and im-  Tax Distriet Considered

proved reFrcaLi{?nni hn."zxing_ Looal officials who have kepl
would average about $475 200, 31" close  comtact during  the
annually. and the c0St OF €O porpe qudy sald that the plans
siruction  and  mAINIENARCT [oy15y closely these designed
‘:::Sliﬂ3"5;;’5;“:;’”;‘ _53(‘):'1?2 for a fipod contiol project herc
i A 3 sl . I Foapi

benefit ratio of 1 to 13 the; Tne scope of the federal plan

4 e
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and harbors in Washingion. for:urban and agricultural properiy is larger. however they add
final consideration i“}‘l four oceasions in the past coips said 1 County commussioners have
. . . . " cipe - i . . . " - .
Keeps Close Watch six years CAUSING - EXiensive Local Pari [ heen considering for somc time

idamages,” the report said
Cengressman James A Haley! = P

of Sarasola kepl a close wateh| Pla Restricted

on the study and reporled to, “Shaaling of the ereek chan-

lotal authorities last week thatinel is restricting recreational

it would be reteased this week inavigation Land drainapc ang
Tie prozram outlined by the e conscrvation of runefl arc

corps is comsiderably larger in ibeing practiced for agriculiuzal

1 the project were fin b creation of @ taxino distriet in
zdopled as a federal project he 60-sguare mile  Phillippi
seme local azency would be ro.- Creck basin to fimance such &
quired tn post 22 per ceni ni . project
the contract price new esti-  TNC COTPE TEDOR must be ap-
mated 1o be an amount ol proved b: it Washiazion head-

1165500 hefore work heains ‘guariers then be adopied by
Conzress a- a federal project

scopc than the SZ35 milien job !beneiit and for the prevention . - L . § . e . . . . . , o nar =

planned ere by local engineers fof salt water intrusion from the THE FLOODS MAY STOT-—Saraseta’s Phillippi Creek. here pictured as it flooded the Bee Ridge Bridge The local apenc: \.xmzlc: a!f‘rg;m(! liien rocesve a jedersl ap-
altiyough their planning was ad-Gull of Mexico during a heavy rain period max po longer be a high water menace il an Army Corps of Engineers repori have e supervise and maimain propristion 1rom Conzress be-
mitted!y for a phased operation. i "The Teporting officers find whieh was sent 1o Washington today is approved and conirol measures taken. the finished facility and main- fore monet can br epont hcr‘cl

e

S
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DUAL PERSONALITY-—
Phillippt ’ Creek. like some
peopie, has a dnal personality.
It can be peaceful, as shown
m accompanying pholos, or
dangerous, with high water
and fooding. Tranguility pie-
tured is deeeitful, tos, for the
movement of the water is slow
and a heavy cover of algae
has formed. Top photo shows
the flond gates which some
property owners have asked
the county ie remove So that
algae will wash out. Engineers
elarm that the creek lacks
pressure to flush out the un-
wanted algae. Photo atright
shows the creek with heavy,
green algae forming a floor
across the body eof water.
County officials are seeking
ways to solve the problem for
reasons of weed and mosquite
eontrol,




Phillippi Control Referen

By BILL FRITTS

lhe district

vegisiration.  Sarasota  County
coramissioness Thursday veted Mrs, Meade Opposes
“napimously {o held the Phil-\ Mrs  virginia H.  Meade,

:mpl Creek flood contrel TEfEr-:supe;visur of registration. op-
endum on the Nov. 3 general pgsed the tiedn of the referen-
election date. ‘dum with Ihe Nov. 3 election
The project. leckmically catied i principally on the grounds that
{he Sarasota Counfy Fiood Con-iit would cause confusion and
irol Projeet No. 1, has a price [de%ay, especially with the paper
tag of some $8 million, of which |ballots that are propesed since
the county will pay $3.5 million. | it is physically impossible to get
However, according to a fi-|the question en the regular ma-
nancing plan devised by Bareus, | chine batlol
sindred & Co. of Chicago. a| *T am not against the drain-
Shillippi Creek benefit 1ax dis-|age program.” Mrs, Meade
trict would be created which !said T would be willing to pay
would bear atl the local cost, & tax But I believe having the
with the county as a whole sup-;paper baliot will just add con-

parting the program !0 the ex-lfusion to the normal condusion
Retusing to be dissuaded by |lent of one mill in any year injthat exists ia a presidential
wrouments of the supervisor of | Which & defieit mighé nceur inlelection. T think the average

DESPITE MRS. MEADE’S OBJECTION

vater will get so annoyed and 50 |
confused {hat he will say, ‘Just
Jet me get inte the machine and
cast my vote and get out” "

She added:

“We must think of the indivi-
dual. This is a nightmare that
1 don't want to pass on fo him.
My concern is the voter, get-
ting him in and out of the poll.
1 don't want apy part of any
more confusien in the general
election than we aiready have, I
just persomally don't think it's
the right thing to do with the
general election

Commissioner Mase!l Huston
replied ihat the flond control
program “is the most important
project Sarasota County has
been faced with in ils history,”
and that everything that elected
officials could do to bring it inlo
reality should be done

He termed # the [irst major
step in a county-wide drainage
program-"‘which we've got lo
have if were going lo keep
growing."

Commissioner Boyd Gernhard
said he agreed with Huston, that
“{his is the most vital thing that
has ever happened to Sarasoia
County ** And the present situa-

The Nov. 3 date was reeom-

trol sieering commitles be-
cause of iis voter drawing
power, heing a presidential slec-
tion, and because of the require-
ments of the law. Mere than 30
per cent of lhe registered free.

ion the ene-mill endorsement in
jorder for it o be legat.
41,000 Registered
Gernhard noied that in hos-
pital and schiool beard elections
it was possible to get out the re-
quired percentage of voters, hut
he seriously doubted that it
would be for a {food control pro-
Lject

“The only ihing I'm against!lien, he added. was *'a sori of | In speaking of voter registra-

is the date "

|now or never sifnation ™

itions and the namber of ma-

mended Monday by a [iocd con-:

hoiders in the county must voie !

ichines the county now hes, it
was brought out that registra.

tions may well reach 41000 for
the Nov. 3 election, which is
about a 20 per cent increase
aver 1960

Bul 40 vating machines have
‘heen added since 1960. making
!a total of 99 which is a more
ithan 65 per cent increase

These rtaties. Gernhard
thought. aught lo faver less con-
fusion than in 1360, even with
tise paper ballet.

Mrs. Carl Warner addressed
the board, saying she had work-
ed with large classes of instruc-
tion and workshops and feit that
it woutd be possible to organize
the polls in such a way as lo
minirnize vofer confusion She

$/23 Jpu
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recormmended that the veter go
through the voiing machine first
and then obtain a paper ballot
on the flood preject

She said she'd be witling ‘o
l‘give up a day's pay” {o work at
“the polls.
" One spectator rose to say that
‘he thought the commissioners
{“were beating a dead horse”
ithat all of e lalk was useless
since the project would be re-
jecied by the voters anyway.

Committes Criticized

He criticized the composition
of the flood control steering
committee, saying if had no rep-
resentative of the werking man,
or of retired people or the aver-
age citizen

“Why shouldn't i be [or it?"
he said.

He contended that peopls
would vele against the drainage
project because it would tend to
raise iaxes, and that it was only
one of a number of districts
pianned for the future. The tax-
payer, he said, could see nothing
in all this except more taxes.

Chairman L. L. Parker sug-
gested it might be hetier to hold
a special election a week or 10
days afier "the Nov. 3 election,
expressing concern at “over-
loading” the voter which would
tend {o drive him away.

“I've seen these people stand-
ing in line and they get tred of
it and say to heck with it and
waik away,” he said.

On the motion {s set the dale
for Nov. 3, however, he voted
for it.




A Sarasota engineer said| O

Tuesday that, from an engineer-
ing viewpoint, the proposed cur-
rent solution to Phillippt Creek’s
flood problem Is the most feas-
ible one.

Tonald Smally, of Smally-
Welliord and Nalven consulling
engineers, -explained the flood
problem — and proposed solu-

tion — to members of the Seuth

Gate Communily -Associafien,
and answered gquestions from
the audience on the project.
After studying theJlood situ-
stion, first apparent®in 1858,
various experis and engineers
— most recently the U.S. Corps
of Enpineers = have stated that

the “enlarging, stralghtening,|

and despening of PhlII!Bpi
Creek” - would soive the flood
problem, Smally noted,

- Estimated-cost of such a proj-
ect in 1982, mecording o the
Corps,. was about $3 million, of
which:.the: federal government.
would: pay " $4% mililon, Local
gources would have lo come Up
with the other.$3% million.

The County Commission, ac-
cording to Smally, s {rying to
get a précedent and let fhe
reskdents in-the propoged dis-
irict pay for their own‘problem
— ont-a varying assessment
scale according to the amount
of damage-dene by past flood-
!ng Plus having the frechold-
ers’ pledge of ene mill.

“Since assessment bond pro-
grams .are not easy to sell”
Smally noted, “the commission-

ers want to make the deal more.

appealing by simply assurlng
the payment of the bonds.”
Smally set up roughly three
elassifications of landowners in
the proposed 80-square-mile dis-
trict, and listed iheir tax assess-
menis as follows, if the district
Is approved
i.) Landowners in the district
who have not had waler in their
houses from the creek's flood-
fne, but have suffered beecause
of Inwer real esiate values and

generally wet conditfons during |

tirod of flood.

These. landowners would pay
" ghout $30 a year, elther all at
once or $2 vearly for 20 years.

2.) Landowners who have had
water in thelr houses and suf-
- fered extensive damage.. Assess-
ments would be roughly $400 to

$500 per heuse, or about $3% fo!

$40 a year for 20 vears.

1.} People who own acreage in
the disirict, both cultivated and
uncultivated, and they would be
agsessed about 820 per acre.

Of Phllllppl Créek

QOther * information about the
proposed solution to the Creek’s
fleoding, according to Smally:

. ~1f the district Is approved,
but counly freeholders won't
pledge up to ene mill, the com-
mission will probably. go ahead
with the current solufien but as-
sess district landowners more.
¥ the disirict propesal js
urned down, the project would
“kang in limbo™ uniil the com-
mission decided what to do.

bt - g g e - -

P

-—Abnut three au {hree and

one-half feet will be taken off of

the flood elevation if the current
proposal-tg put inlo effect. .
C—H will }:se “ghout three or
four more " years”. before the
flood control program Is fnished
If the issue passes Nov. 3.
—The Corps of Engineers does
not contemplate putting in con-
crefe retaining walls along the

PRTRC

bank as part ef the cnntrnf prn—
gram,
~There would he o aecess in

Jthe . bay by hoals except: ‘from

the tower dam down. .-
—Mainienznce of the creek

will be easier for the counly if

it Iy deepened “becduse deeper
water means less growth,”

—All of the piesent commis-
sioners, ag well as candidates

for: the cemmisﬁun, unan}meu,
ly dgree that the current. pra
posal ls’ tha best  golution. |

oA 'one Jmill -tax lévy- on |

/$20,000 home -would mean shot

$7 1n.taxes ¥ the, full amour

-wag_ever, needed, .

.;,-'Phe prcuect. ‘ag pEanned b

| the: carps, 13" designed to- ‘tak

care.” of . ultimate, “maximur
growth; not just-present needs
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CHAPMAN BIG OBJECTOR

County Action On Phillippi
Cut-Through Brings Howl

Sarasota County commission-
ers’ announced intention to pro-
ceed with the Phillippi Creek
cut-through produced some ‘re-
verberations” Tuesday at a com-
mission meeting,

William J. Chapman, 5379
Montelair Place, said it was
“putlandish” to spend a half-
million dollars on the project,
and that the recent referendum,

[—

turned down at the polls, “didnl
give a mandate to go ahead with
the project.”

“The people turned it down,”
Chapman added, “and I suggest
you listen to the people.”

Chapman said he was not op-
nosed to flogd relief, but that it
should be done “without hurting
others.” He advocated that the
elimination of the oxbow bottle-

neck at US-41 should be accom-
plished by widening the Phillippi
Bayou outlet some 200 feet south
of the proposed cut-through.

He sajd this would pe less ex-
pensive, because the county al-
ready owns the right of way,
and such a solution would not
block Montclair Drive.

As presently proposed, the
cub-through would slice through

Montelair Drive, cutting off that
access to US-41. Residents in the
area would have io reach US-41
via a circuitous route, crossing
the bayeu in its northeast sector.

Chapman said that the Phillip-
pi Creek flood conlrol project
had been “pushed and jammed
down people's throats—but they
have rejected it . . . We don't
ask vou to do nothing,'but we
do ask you to take into consid-
eration other people.” :

Two other property owners
disputed Chapman’s statemenis
and urged the commission to
proceed with the project, They
were Mrs, June MeCalla, secre-
tary of the Qak Shores Improve-
ment Association, and Erle W.
Forsen, 2404 Nassau St

Forsen told the board he was
“very much interested in what
voure doing,”” and {hat he
hoped it would *press this thing
as fast as you can,” starfing
with the cut-through and going
upstream whenever feasible,

Mrs. MeCalla voiced opinion
that the people who voted again-
st the bond referendum did so
mainty because of the tax mon-
ey aspect, not because they
were basically opposed to a
flood conirol project.

She said she wished there
had heen more public hearings
on the subject, and felt that
the way the bond program had
been set up was perhaps too
complicated and worked against
its approval.

She mnofed thai there were

only 66 houses in Oak Shores
Subdivision that were flooded
in 1962. compared with an over-
all figure of 508, and protested
that Oak Shores was unfairly
bearing the brunt of bad pub-
licity.

She also thanked the commis~
sioners for providing the Qak
Shores *‘escape route,” which

“ig an extension of Wood Street.

Commissioners listened to the
arguments, but took no action. |



1/ Phillippi’,?

By BILL FRITTS {p

A complete kill of all marine
Xife, plant and animal, in Phil-
lippi Creek from the weir north
lo the Osk Shores area lo get
vid of the algae ihat is choking
the sitream was furned down
Monday by Sarasota County
commissioners.

Courity Engineer Charles O
Morgan suggested: the drastic
meastire as being the only sure
way of getting rid of the noxious
algae, although he admitled that
it would kifl all the {ish and all
other animal life in the target
area.

The commissioners, aller dis-
cussing it about a half-hour at
a Public Works Commiltee
meeting, wound up with neo solu-
tion aHhough they finally decid-
ed definitely that they did not
want to risk an overall chemical
biot-out of lile in the siream in
that area.

It was stressed by Commis-
sioner Fred Haigh that the
eventual solution—though vears
away—would be fhe construc-
fion of the Phillippi Creek flood
control project Sevenmleen welrs,
or dams. are planned as parl of
the praofect, he said, and Ihis
would deepen the water lo the
point where algae could not
grow

The growlh of the algae, it
was brought out, depends very
greatly on sunlighi-the pholo-
synthesis action The system of
weirs, he said, would deepen the
water heyond the photosynthesis
Yevel; thus deprived of sulficient
stnlight the algae could not

(

reek Marine Life Kill Turned Down

grow.

\E\'Iel Williams, mosquife con-
trbl director, agreed with Haigh
that this was so. -

Williams also said that, in his
apinion, the massive kill with
Kiirrm—-the brand name for the
deadly chemical—would not he
very effeclive in the present
situation. ‘The reason was, he
said, {hat there was foo much
movement of the water in that
area.

Commissioner Masel Huston i
hlamed almost all the trouble!§
on the weir, which lies just|}
north of the Tuitle Avenue|§
bridge and was placed there |}

originally for conservation and
irrigation purpeses.

The weir, he said. was holding . §

back {he waler, crealing still

water which enabled the algac |B
o grow even {aster and streng- &

then its grip on the area.

“Frankly, in my opinien.” he X

said, “'thal weir has created the
whole problem

I think we'ro
actually cullivating the growth | M

of this sluff with thal weir "

Tt wasn't enough just to ve- |5
mave the hoards, he said, since ‘¢
the dam preper still blocked sea '[§
waler {rom gelling into the arca 8

Sea water, it is known, pre- |}
venis fhe growth of the algae, |}
which presently Hes like a green | [
carpel over the creek north of {1

Tultle Avenue hridge.

Morgan said that the fish |f

would start to come hack within
a month, and he further doubted
that “many fish of any conse-
fjuence” were in the creek any-
way.

He said the trouble was that
the algae (lhere are several

forms growing there) has fasten-
cd itself to the creek holtoms as

well as growing on and near the
surface. 1 would nol wash out,
even if heavy rainfalls pccurred.

And so far, he added, science
had not come up with any sub-
stance which would kill both {he
submerged and top-layer algae
growth without killing alt the
fish and other marine life too.

He estimated the aquatic
weeds would grow back in about

a year, even after the massive
lethal dose, and this fact also
influenced the commissioners fo
reject the idea sinee it would
prove only a stopgap measure.

But there was
agreement that the most per-

manent and definite solution fo |§
the problem lay in the eventual |8

unanimous |

drainage project, which would
block an essential condition of
growth — namely photosyn-
thesis.
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SARASOTA — Is it a winding cotntry 100d? No, it is Philtippi Creck. grown
over with aquatic plants Nel a sign of wafer appents in this photogiaph taken
from the Bahia Vista Biridge looking south




_|COW PEN BURDEN EASED — q.i-45 =

$350,000 Phill

l6eal ‘mateh "(ril:o'f-'perh:a‘bs:'
$350,000 would be available for
launching a step-by-step Phillip-

+|.” SARASOTA'— With’the  Cow
“| Pen *Slough “project’s “financial
burden, easing for the countyy a

Warren noted that the .county
also has budgeted for the new
fiscal year some $275,000 . for
the Phillippl Creek cuf-through,
jand that water - conservation
monies heretofore . earmarked
minly for the Cow PenSlough
project, will add: another $150,-
000. : ST

Warren recently proposed a
financing plan whereby the U.S,
government would put up match-
Ing monies with the county, -

The question is, will the gov-
ernment participate 'in ‘such 1|
program? '

Warren i3 scheduled to go to
Jacksonville in the near future
to confer with Corps of Engi-
neers personnel on the possibili-
ty of such a matching program,
No conference * date “has ‘yet
been set. ’

Warren stressed that under his
propesal there would be no ne-
cessity for an increase in mil-
lage.
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House

Creek flood control prégram
Wednesday, as the project was
included in an ommibus bill au-
thorizing 144 such projects at
a collective cost of about 317
billion.

The bill now goes to a con-
ference commitiee to have any
differences between the Senate
and House bills smoothed out,

The Pliiltippi Creek authoriza-
tion —not an appropriation — is
for 4,592,000, the federal gov-
ernment’s share of an $8 miilion
flood contrel program.

As the plan proceeds in what
appears to be an orderly man-
ner at the federal level, the
Sarasota County approach to
providing the $3.5 million caleu-
Tated as ity share seemns charac-
terized by uncertainty.

Commissioner Johngon War-
ren has proposed that the work
and the Sarasota County contri-
bution be spread over several
years, thus avoiding a bond is-
sue and any major {ax increase.
Commissioner Leslie Milier and
the direcfors of the Sarasota
County Chamber of Commerce
are among the proponents of a
bond issue to meet the local ob-
ligation.

The uncertainty goes even
deeper. The Sarasota County
Commission this week voled io
place a hond proposal on the
Nov. 2 election hallot — then
Tuesday, the same day that the;

R TR

chamber directors gave their
formal support to a bond ap-
proach, the commissioners vol-
ed to defer such action until
1966.

The reason given was that the
political climate in 1965 is up-
favorable, Another problem, ap-
parently, iz uncertainly as to
how to offer the matter to the

)Ks Phillippi Project

'\t\ The US. House of Represen-
\ g fatives approved the Phillippi

voters, whether the enfire coun-
ty should assume the bond bur-
den or those persons in the flood
district be assessed.

A combination referendum in-

volving district frecholders and
the freeholders throughout the
county was defeatéd last N
vember. :

4

¥



Represent.aiives of the Snuth|

Gate Community Asseciation,
which claims to be the voice of
some 3,000 residents, asked the
Sarasota County Commission to
JMgo # oalone” on the Phillippi
| Creek flond contro} project to-
day.

'Fdwin Chase, direclor of the
Iassociaiinn, presented a resolu-
tion from the group, calling for
continued  efforls to preveni
fionding damage to people and
property in the Philiippi Creek
area.

He cited the fact that since

the voters {urned down both the
flood control district and an ac-
companying bond program, thal
the eounty should go ahezd with
what powers it has

In part, the resolulion sug-
gested the county continue to
solve the flocding problem, pay-
ing for it by comnty wide lax-
ation, and that the “costly cut-
through on Phillippi Creek and
18 41 be held back for re-
examination.”

Tt also suggested that the
counly “‘create an anmnual pro-
gram of about 12 mill or §150,-

000 for cleaning, dredging, re-
moving bottlenecks in the Creek
and canals "

One of the spokesmen {01
{he group said that fhe offer ol
$5 million Irom the federal gov
ernmeni to  help the county
complele the expecled §8 5 proj
pet shouldn't be sought "W
don't nced the money,” he-said
but dida't explain what they
would offer lo lzke is place

The federal government hai
sffered a maiching fund pro
gram, with the counly forking
over 2-5ilis of the cost, or aboul
$3 275 million

Comymissinner Masel Huston
said {hat he has heen talking
with memberg of the US Army
Corps of Engineers, and he
feels sure that they will ask
Sarasota what it's going to do
ahout the 54 square mile Phil-
Hippi Creek flood area. And it's
going to ask the question with-
in {he next couple of months he
said.

Huslon said that if {he lederal
money is offered, then it cer-
{ainly would be foolish to turn it
down. “Why shouldn't we use
$5 million of Uncle Sams
maoney” for the project, he
charged.




. P2 .
hrough Progresses

Congtruction of a new Phillippi Creek hridge over 250-day contract fime has elapsed. Cone Bros, Con-
1. 8. 41 to straighien the channel of the creek is ap- tracting Company is the contractor, having bid
- proximately 29 per cent complete, State Road De- $400,788 on the job last September in Panama City.

. partment officials report. About 32 per cent of the

Stickney Point Project Nearly One-Third Compieie

Stale Road Depariment officials report that the working days. The road-widening and paving is be-
21,939,636 Stickney Point road and bridge project ing done by Warren Bros. Road Co., subcontractor
ia 31 per rent complete with 32 per cent of the con- to Scott Construction Co. When completed the pro-
structinn 1ime elapsed. The contract with Scoll Con- joet will provide dual four-lane bridges over the bay

stroetion COn. of Thomasville, Ga., called for 360 heiween Siesta Key and the mainland.

M S URUUURE
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Work Cominues At Phillippi Creel

Workmen place material bemng lowered by crane Monday as work on the
Phillippi Creek cut-through project on U. S. 41, just south of the Sarasota
city limifs, continues.
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Counly ‘Reduces’
hillip

Drainage | m.proved
In Past Four Years

By BILL FIUTTS
Although 3 may not be generally realized hy Sarasata
Cotnty residents, the Phillipp: Creek flood specler 5 nol
quite the frightemma thing R used to be, mainly because

conpdy officials have heen “pecking away' at improving
its drainage capacities.

Counting the m-progress Thillippt Creek cubthrough
which realipns the river's enannet at U 8. 41 the county
hag spent smmelling like $500.008 in the pasi lozr vears
in adleviata the Honding propensities of the waterway.

County Commissionor testie Miller, who has prebahiy
been closer o the Phillippt Creek program thae any olher
comnussioner, estimates hat currenl improvemenls have
checked the river's flnoding lemdencies by at leasl one-
quarter,

Wo've got this river 25 to 35 per cent licked right
now,” ha savs. “What we've done wasn't cope with a
It n famiare—pmst pecking awar.”

This “pecking away'* approach is ene thal various penple,
including Ihe countv's consulting engineers, Smaily, Wellford
& Nalven, had been advocoting lor vears. And the resulis
Tiave praven encodraging.,

For a long thme lhe big, allout Covps of Engneers
pian ensting some $3 million was all that was talked abeut,
and it discouraged ahy actions being fzken at the local
ievet. What was the pelnt of deing step-by-siep improvements
If the Corps of Engincers plap was to carried out, and
the creck’s flonding problems solved in ane fell swanp?

But the Corps of Engmeers pian went inlo limbo when
a flond contral relerspdurn was deleated, and it has been
in Himbo ever since. Bul oul of this sethack—ior somg--the
enuniy hestirred iiself from ifs werliz and hegan “chipping
awav'' nt the prahblem.

Taday it can pent lo a number i things thal have
hacn done Lo smprove the chianpel’s flow, to prevent hyvancinlh
growlh ang bridpe clogpings and increase ils rapacily io
carry fnndwalnrs tn the hav,

The most cheinus one, and e most publicized 15 the
citanne] realigament af U, 8. 41, whick will eliminaie a
panzenock head which the river Iakes just hetore it makes
1= enirv inte Lilile Sarasoia Bav.

1 kas Iong been believed (hat e elimination of thin
batfieneel: should he the Tirst step s any flond Improvement
pmagram, amd Cone Brox {onlraching o, 15 presentiv ears
rrng ant this eritieat work

Put while the creelr 05 bosp unplugped, the coundy
A misdesi way ias heen busy making various improvements
wpstream, which, while ant so dramatie, nevertheless add
signilieantly io the inlat drainage picture,

I various areas ihe creel’s channei has been geepened
and “rosdwavs” huilt to provide aceess jor heavy equipment,
thus promnting continrual mamntenance, the clearing of hvan-
ewsth= and nlhnyr pquatin growih

s some  areas, hawever, (he channet haz  beeo
deliberatelv parzowed and decpened, tn mercase the river's
velactte and thas crenfe a seif-cieantng aclion.

e w2 these 1= 8 mwam rcanal that eventually exlents
tn the Kenshnglon Park area. Sexth of where it crosses
It Reabnard {nast Line Railroad tracks, the channel runs
deepi and narvew There are no hvancinths ar other aguatic
grosvih clageng the streant.

I 53l 55 a0 problem, these naprevised Teagways enahle
graglines o be hroughl in wilh relalive ease and the clagging
maleriad resoved.

e nf the higgesl faciors in 1he ereek's flnoding problems
wits the damming aclinn ol ifs per-supparied bridges, m
linge ol fland aguntic growth msi debris cama swirling
deown the river and sooner or laler plled wp agminst tie
hridge piers, standing like eonerele feniacles m the middle
ol the rhanne},

A termer engineer with the Publie Works Department,
Fied Kaorl, #ame up with the Hea of streamlismg the
piers, hattressmg thom with planiis amd stesl pipe,

The planks were bolted belwoen the plers, lorming a
smenth “chule” Jor the water in get lhrough and clfering
te enngs lar (he debris that inevitably came ﬂoaling fawn.

Nn Ihe upshream faces of the plars, seclinns ot slesl
dramags ppe, cui in hall, were Jasiened, providing a rounded
surlace which areatly redueed fhe lanmap qualities ot the
mers

tn nlierl Ushnesst wese created under (e bridpes—and
slt ot #he hridges over Phillipps Creck new have these
shemmiismg and buttressing smprovements,

“T1 laek three venrs tor us o get this dane,” Miller
recatlz, Uhuat we linally did it”

Widemng anil deepenme of fhe tiver channel has been
earewd ool Biriween Bahin Vista amg Webber Streets, and
citnilar sl Bas been done north of Bahin Vista,

Woxt vear (he vonple $akes anolher pocemenl swing
at the veeek with replasement of Uie narrow, channel-clogging
Webher Stieel Dridge. This will cost the couniy anoller
seam Bat its anofher slep In the pradend “lamimg of
lite cyrek”—nng ibe county wonld be the firgt in admil
He gni a tiger by the 50l

pi Creek
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Bridge Piers Stireamlined

One of the "homemade remedies” for alleviating Phillippi Creek flonding is
the shiclding of bridge piers with wooaden pianks and steel pipe to prevent de-
s feom piling itp al bridges and acting as dams.

Step Construetion Aids Creele

County Comnussioner Leslie Aliller inspecls ane of Phillippt Creek’s main
canais which was ‘stepped” to permil draglines ts move along canal and dredpe

away sitt and anuays g;;-_lg;i\l} Cnal g:"l}_ﬁp}_]el was also narrowed and deepened

; io creass velneihy “'s seM-CIOANSING, et iz i
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Stratght-Throueh View Of Cul-Throueh Project
8 8 8 ]

Aerial picture provides siraighf-thiough view
of the new Phillippt Creek cut-lhrough project on
the Tamiami Trail south of Sarasnta. This view looks
westerly, While the cul-through is far enough aiong

to permil the flow of waler, the span on the inside
is not completed. The old dog-leg route of the creek
is to the right where the creek circles under a bridge
and bhack south before heading west to Sarasota Bay.
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. By BILL FRITTS

Phillippr Creek, lhe perenmal plague, just isn't acling
night agawn. This lime it shows evidence of rapidly silling
up and defeating, to some exieat, lhe “pull the plug”
channel-siraighteniag preject at 1. 8. 41,

Acting Couaty Engweer Jamwes Davison has aiready put
the Sarasola county commussioners on noiice that “there's
trouble oul there” and that il will 1ake a heap of meney
to correct il

Davison eslimates a million cubie yards of silt ecould
be taken out .of the charnel and a total of | million
could be spent in the process.

He Believes a phased, year-by-year program of clean-out
is the logwal approach, if the.commissioners decide to
spend taxpayers” money on such a project.

“You would have o spend at ieasl $100,000 2 year on
cleaning it out,” he says. “‘Anything less and i just wouldn't
be worth it. You'd just B wasling your money, By lha
lime you finished the last pari, the first part would aiready
be silted up agam.”

Al 5100060 a year, the commissioners may be expecled
{ take a good, hard look at such a program—yet, admittedly,
the creek 1s weli on s way lo becommng & sill-clegged
and pollution-riddled stream.

Most of the trouble, Davison says, slems irom the new
consiruction thal 15 taking place in areas upslream, The
raps come, and {he freshly scoured eartly dribbles inlo
the creek. As the sillalion becomes greaier and grealer,
the flow of ihe stream slows down, and seitling of e
silt steadily ntensifies. The problem i5 compounded.

Furthermere, as the flushing action of the creek 15 dimisl-
shed by furlther clogging, the pollution problems worsen.

It 15 o secret thal 2 number of sewage disposal planls
discharge ireated cffluent mto the creek—and sometimes
thal efflluent may be less than deswable fromm a purity
standpont.

There are seplic lanks aleng the creek, and when the
heavy ramns come and the fanks overflow the toxie effluent
draing into the creek.

Then there are he ferlilizer nuirienis which accelerale
aqualic grawlh and furlher add to the clogging of lhe
creek.

More than §400,000 was spent by {he county and slate
fo siraighten the creek’s channel ait U. S 41, This was
done on the theery that it would facilitate the flow of
waler and thereby lessen somewhat the flood threat.

Thus the piug was puiled.

Buot just a few yards above the dredged-oul area around
the new bridge, another plug exisis—the silt that clogs
the channel and emerges as mudflals during iow lide,

And beiween the Bee Iidge and Tuttle Avenue bridges,
boal passage is impossible al low tide, and dangerous at
high tide. This 15 a strelch of approximately a half-mile.

Duriag a recent spin on the creek g the county’s air-beat,
navigaled by herbicider Frank Stafford of the Public Works
Department, # was quile appareni that boal navigalion
is at a muumum, and thai a ol of properly classified
as “watertronl” 1s really suffering from a misnomer.

The silt bars e jusli below Uie swrisce. The averagas
depth s the big sill stretches 15 no more ihan 12 lo
14 1nches. You can walk acress he creek virlually anywlhere,
except down al lhe dredged-cut parl around the U. S.
4l bridge.

You see strefches of duckweed, parrst feather, plankion
algae and waler hyacinth, Algae and duckweed are con-
sidered signs of water pollulion Tive dead sneek, foaling
belly-up, were seen during the spin.

“Tt's a good chance that pollution killed them,” Staiford
said.

Yet there were a number of fishermen atong the banks,
plumbing the murky waters with hock and line, making
the lime-honored quest.

The mouth of Phiilippi Creek, where i empties 1nlo Roberts
Bay, 1s alsp a problem, says Davision. "Il needs o be
a lot bigger. Engmeering oplans call for a $00-foat-wide
channel at this peint, but alf you've gol 15 aboul 150 feet,
1t's aise clogged up with mangrove islands.”

The mouth of the creek empties direclly infe the Intra-
coastal Walerway, at DMarker Ne. 72. 1t {zkes no great
amount of crystal-balling {o predict that if the siit piug
is ever washed {oose in a storm, ii will land smack
the middie of the waterway channel.

Phillippi Creek is ome big headache. On this, wirtually
everyone agrees, Bui what {o do aboul it-thai’s the hard
parl, '
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County Employee Surveys Creek For Airboat Channel Markers
Cownty air-hoat pilet Frank Stafford eautiously the croek, Stafferd Is couniy's acknowiedged expert Melai rogs with red plastic bolfles mark the
negoliates shallow waters during a visual survey of on ereek’s eonditions, channel in the badly sibed area above U.S. 41 bridge.
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A Blanket Of Algae = Avenue
4
Just zbove e weir east of Tulile Avenue lies sandbar,

this hrend carpet of algae, Relow it lics an exicnsive
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A ton-narrew openmg where the creek cmplies =it may someday wash ivlo Intracnastal Waterwav
into foberts Bav g annfher proslem. Unplogped channel.
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STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE FROM SARASOTA éOUNTY

-

Re: Phillippi Creek Basin Project ‘§;ﬂ~C;f ol Cﬁ)

This will certify assurance of the capabilitfuénd
willingness of Sarasota County to provide the requirements of
local cooperation or reimbursement outlined in your letter of
inguiry regarding the(Phillippi Creek Basin Project. These
requirements will be provided at the time reguested by the

Distriéﬁﬁﬁngineer, U.. 8. Army Corps of Engineers, in accordance

with applicable legislative authority governing the Project.

. . /__
A-Vj?.'.‘. 4 ’;'/’E%ﬁ- ﬁ; A ‘é":{“;/ﬁ

KENNETH D. BRUMBAUGH, Chairman

Board of County Commissioners for
Sarasota County

ATTEST:

iz??gfx/ZZQ{éﬁéffzﬁfezifé//

puty Clerk of the Board

- -

Dated:--December 23, 1969 )

5
£l
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Plll"lpl)[ Creck (,els UP ming

Philippt Creek under and on eilher side of the
Bahia Vista Streel bridge receives a {wo-fold clean-
ing. Sarasoia Counfy weed conirol program work-
men m the airhboat, foreground, spray hyacinths with
chemicals along the west bank, while County Road
and Bridge crews, using a dragline, packground,
scour silt from the creek boitom along a 1.000-foot
sirip of {he cast bank and under the bridge. The
silt under the bridge span was blocking the flow of
waler, said Road and Bridge Superinlendent Pete
Ramirez, and had to he unblocked prior to expected
heavy vamfall this summer.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY : :
SONVILLE DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS g /M ”7
P O. BOX 4870 A {

JACKSONVYILLE, FLORIDA 32201 e

30 July 1974

Mr. John M. Saba, Jr.

Chalrman, Eoard of Commissioners
County of Sarasota

P. O. Box B

Sarasota, Florida 33578

Dear Mr. Saba:

The Water Resources Development Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-251),
approved 7 March 1874, required that the Congress annually be pro-
vided a list of unconstructed Corps of Engineers projects which no
longer are considered appropriate for continued authorization. The
rationale for this legislative requirement, contained in Section 12,

4s expressed by congressional views included in the reports on the

Act by the Committees of Public Works of the U. $. Congress, and
reads:

"Many water resources development projects become, after
they are authorized, inappropriate for one reason or
another. Changing economic conditions may render them
uneconomic. Population and industrial growth may make
then inadequate to serve new needs. The local interests
may decide they do not want a project. Yet, in all of
these cases, unless the time-consuming process of ob-
taining specific Congressional deauthorization through
an Act of Congress is followed, the project remains
authorized, is considered.part of the backlog of auth-
orized but unconstructed projects, and continues to dis-
courage homeowners and landowners in the project area
from maintaining, much less improving, their property."

Based on these views, the legisiative criteria of Section 12, and:
implementing guidelines of the Chief of Engineers, I find that the
flood control preject for Phillippi Creek is eligible for deauth- "
orization action. This determination, in general, is related to . -
one or more of the following criteria: '

a. The project is not economically justified, and it is appa;ént-:_;"”
that a restudy would not develeop an economically justified plan. o

o . e > SN RA
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JSATWY 30 July 1974
Mr. John M. Saba, JrT.

b. The project, as authorized, is not adequate to meet current’
or prospective needs, and to obtain an adequate improvement would
require such substantial modifications and involve such increased
costs that the Corps could not proceed without new authorization
from Congress. :

L///// c. The project is generally opposed by local interests, or
there is 1little or no prospect that the required local coopera-

tion will be forthcoming.

d. The project, or part thereof, is no longer required because
i{# has been accomplished by local interests or another agency, has
been superseded by another project, OT for any other reason.

Prior to submitting my recormendations to the Chief of Engineers,
your views with regard to the appropriateness of deauthorization
action on the Phillippi Creek project are degired. For your
information, the final decision of the deauthorization recommenda—
dions of the Chief of Engineers rests with the Congress. Under
that prerogative, any project submitted on the Chief of Engineers'
recommended list may be removed by a resolution adopted by either
of the Cormittees on Public Works within a 180-day congressional
review period.

_Your comments are recquested as soon as possible in order that they
may be included in my recommendations CO be supamitted to the Chief
of Engineers in August of this year.

The inclosed material provides some information about the project.
The map shows the basic plan authorized by Congress in 1965. There
is a tebulation of cost information, followed by the specific re-
quirements of local cooperation. You may note that local costs

were estimated to total $5,318,000 as of July 1873. Finally, there
ig a copy of Statement of Assurance from Sarasota County, dated

23 December 1669. Our records reflect no local interest in project
implementation since your County Administrator, Mr. John J. Gray,
visited this office in December 1969. o

b

Sincerely yours,

3 Incl SEETT C. LEE, MR

1. Project Map 71 Colonel, Corps of Engineers
2. Tabulation, local District Engineer
reguirements -

3. Statement

« g
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BEOARD O F COMMISSIONERS

AHBHEW SANDLGREN « DISTHRICT 1

MEVERLY CLAY » DISYRICT 2

WILLEAKM A, MUISIHEAD « DISTHICT 3

JOHHN M. SABA, JH - DISTHICT 4

LARRY RISODES « BISTRICT 3

EDOWAHD 8 HDYT « COUNTY ADMINISTRAYOHN
RICHARD E NCLSON » COUNTY ATYIORNEY
RAYMOND H. HACKHNLY, 3R, » CLERX OF COURT

COUNTY OF SARASOTA

T A kR A 3 O T A FLO R T8 A

November 19, 19874

Colonel Emmett C. Lee, Jr.

Jacksonville District, Corps of Engineers
P. 0. Box 4970

Jacksonville, Florida 32201

Dear Colonel Lee:

At its meeting on Tuesday, November 12th, the Board of

County Commissioners approved the de-authorization of the
Phillippi Creek Project.

We have no funding capability at the present time for the
local share of funds; however, we would like to reserve
the ability to reactivate this project when the County is

in a position to provide the local matching share of
funds in the future.

Yours very truly,

@M/ . F.

Edward 8. Ho,t//y

County Administrator
\/

ESH/jmr

ce: Engineering
WNCA

P O BEOX B « TEL. 958.9711 « EXT. 200
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P. ©. BOX 4870
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32201

Mr. Edward S. Hoyt
County Administrator

P. O, Box 8

Sarasota, Florida 33778

Dear Mr. Hoyt:

This is in response to your 19 November 1974 letter to Colonel Lee
about deauthorization of the Phillippi Creek Project. It is noted
that, while your Board of County Commissioners has approved deauthori-
zation of the project, it wishes to reserve the ability to reactivate
the project when the County is in a position to provide the local share
of project costs.

As explained by Mr. Brannen in telephone conversation with you on

4 December, if Congress should deauthorize the project, it would zease

to exist and would be expunged from the list of authorized Federal projects.
Therefore, a survey-review would be required if and when Sarasota County
determined that it was in position to support the project fully,

Survey-reviews may be undertaken by the Corps of Engineers upon adoption

of a resolution by the Public Works Committee of either the Senate or

the House of Representatives, and appropriation of necessary study funds.
Completion of a survey-review normally takes several years after initial
funding. Authorization of a Survey-review can normally be readily obtained.
However, a normal period from beginning of a survey-review to -initiation

of construction, assuming eve%ything falls into place, is approximately

6 to 7 years,

The State of Florida has been invited to comment on the proposed de-~
authorization by mid-January. Any advice the County may wish to provide the

State should be addressed to the Department of Natural Resourcesg in Talla-
hassee, '

erely yours,

e ers 7l 3 %/
JAMES 1., GARrAlD

et Chief, Engineering Division
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ullet
fishing in

area canals

causes anger

) CLAIRE UNGER

“It may be legal, but that doesn’t
make i nght,” 15 the sentiment of
homeowners on canals and waterways

in the area. The subject 15 commercial ~

mullet fishing, and Mike Gonia, speak-

ing for his neighbors i Siesta Isles, says

the bottom line 15 there shouldn’t be
commercial fishing in residential areas.
“This is my backyard. | teel v10§ated '
says Gonia.

“The fishermen come up the canaEs

and make a big circle with'their nets. -
When you want to get’ your-boat: out- .-

they are real hostile because they have
to move their nets,’”” said a-canal resi-
dent, Residents say they are extra pro-
tective because they spotted a manatee
in the canal. within the last several
weeks. They also admit to: shouting
questions at the fishermen regarding the
fact that nothing 1s- ever thrown back.

Most residents acknowledge that they -

are indignant that the mullet, snook and.

redfish are trapped in the canals and are
“gasy picking’® during the weekly '

harvests.

Residents- along. the Phillippi. Creek -
“canals report the fishermen often work .
_to January Now, he charged, the ban is

between. 10:30. p.m. and 3 a.m: The

lights. onthe, boats;. diesel engines-and:
shouts: echo around and. get. the dogs - .
s very: d:sruptwe s sald .

Janus England,.a canal resident..

+The current, law states that canais are
state _property, and’ although™ :local
residents. - might have “first rights,”” as
long as.the commercial fishermen an-

chor - their ‘nets and stay W|th-

-them...they are within the law. -

" Gonia_feels, those laws need 'to”be,_
rewewed and. changed..”We: need. to-

band. together. and let our polat:mans

‘know the. damage whtch s bemg_-

dane " he- sa:d,
Scott jerrems, a local consewatsomst
puts it- more strongly:

Me pointsout this affects the whole fish-

chain for all the fish which swim in our :

bays. and coastlines in Florida. *‘We're

.d itls an un_ .“
- mitigated rape of our fishertes. Numbers
“of fish along our.coasts are 10 percent of :

what they were several decades ago.”’

destroying fishing for our fiture genera- .

_ tions. so- that a few fast buck operators. :
" can turn‘a profit;”” he said.”

Jerrems notes that prior to 1962, l

mullet fishing was closed to fishermen dur-

ing the spawning’ season from October -

no.longer in effect'and he questions the:

‘morality. of netting. the mullet and cut-

ting out the roe (eggs) for sale in the
ighly profitable markets of the Orient.

- lucky is soid- for 2. cents per pound.

" What remains of the fish is either
‘.thrown away or if the fishérman. gets

Both mien say they hopeto someday

“see ‘a protective agency to- Oversee
_ marine. - conservation... The: current
. marine fisheries- ‘advisory: commission

which reports ‘to: the- governor. and

cabinet is: just: that'— adwsory they-

note. w1th regret

about

Canal-front property
owners are concerned

commercial

fishermen who move into’
the canals in search of

mullet during  colder
" weather.
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A proposal on which septic
tanks near Phillippi Creck
to remove first is based
largely on economic, not
environmental, issues.

By Rod Thomson
STAFF WRITER

A funny shing is happening on the way
to cleaning up Phillippi Creek — worries
aver health concerns and pollution are
taking a back seat to dollar signs.

e 9L
ealth could take back seat

Sarasota County officials have devei-
aped a proposal — with a price tag of $§72
miliion - to remove septic tanks zlong
the creek They have proceeded under
the banner of heaitl: and environmental
worries.

But the proposal bases the decision of
which septic tanks to remove first largely
on economic issues — such as which
komes are cheapest to hook up to the
couaty's sewer system, and how much '
money the county will receive in revenue
once those homes are customers of the
system

Some homes with septic tanks more
than a half-mile from Phillippi Creek are

slated to be removed first while other

~tanks right next to the creek aren’t even

included in the county's pians.

County officials argue that the ap-
proach simpiy makes economic sense,
But some residents of the area think that
if the county is really worried about solv-
ing the pollution problem, it would take
out the tanks closest to the creek first,

“The health thing should be totally in-
vestigated, and the health concern is the
only thing that should drive this project,”
said B.C. Hathaway, a resident of a South

"1 Gate neighborhood near the creek.

I developing the plan for which septic
tanks should be removed immediately, the

county officials and their consuitant took
the 30.000 hemes in the urban area with
septic 1anks and divided them into 226
areas

They then gave cach area a score based
on 4 nummber of factors, including: How
close the area is lo existing sewer sys-
tems; how cheap it will be to hook the area
up to an existing system; how much reve-

nue the newly hooked-up customers will

PLEASE SEE SEWER ON §1A

22\ 4],

Formula determines removal
priority. 11A

Money could override

health in cleanup plan

SEWER rroviia

generate, and varjous environmen-
tad factors.

The way the criteria are L\"!.il]'ll-
ed, it's clear that revenue and finan-
cial issues got more weight in the
system:

m In 18 of the 31 project areas
where the county would proceed
first, financiat ratings either out-
weighed environmental ratings or
were just as important.

8 In addition, the county's propos-
at expanded beyond the 31 top prioni-
ty areas 1o include ancther 10 lower
priority areas because they were ei-
ther surrounded by, or next to, top
priority areas

The argument

Sarasota County Ulilities Director
Larry Turner said the approach
makes economic sense. The inclu-

sion of the financial criteria is intend~.

ed to help make tie project afford-
able by first doing less expensive
areas and those that could generate
the most income to the county ence
the sewers are hooked ug.

Turner said it wag not the “intent
of the system” for financial issues to
dominate the selection of which sep-
tic tanks to replace first.

The consultants and the county
were trying to give equal weight to
atl of the categories, Turner said. But
he added: "I an environmentalist did
the criteria, he might have weighted
them differentiy.”

" Indeed.
Glenn Compton, of the eaviron-

mental organization ManaSota-88,
said the county's approach has tiken
him aback. .

“They're not considering the
health and environmental aspects
first They're looking at finances,”
Compton said. “I'm not sure they’ve
focused in on what should be dene
first.”

The county's emphasis on meney
also rankles Hathaway and some like
him in his South Gate neighorhood of
modest homes.

They live severat blocks from the
craek, but their neighberhood is slat-
ed to be hooked up before neighbor-
hoods that are cioser to the creek —
and which presumably cause more
pollution.

Hathaway could end up paymg at
teast $37.50 a month for 20 years to
finance & $5,006 hooloup charge, plus
ancther average of $31 74 in monthly
sewer fees once he's hooked up, fora
total of $64 29 that he is not paying
now, t

“Nobody's rich here."” said Hatha-
way, 51, who works part-time as a
singer and is frying to start a small
marketing business.

Commissioner Bab Anderson is
not comfortable with how the top pri-
ority arcas were determined. But he’
points out that the County Commis-

“sion has not adopted the plan yet

“Just hecause a consultant said it
doesn’t mean it's right,” he said.
“The whele program for removing
septic tanks was based on a fermula
drafted by staff that was supposed to,
put a heavy emphasis on environ-
mental problems,” he said



Septic tanks
big hurdle
for county

Tests show
creek is very
polluted

By Rod Thomson

STAFFVWRITER

By Rod Thomson

STAFF WRITER

Sarasota County faces little
choice but to consolidate the pri-
vate sewer utilities sprinkled
around the county and o remove
at least some seplic tanks from the
urban area along Phillipp: Creek.

Tive years ago,
Gov. Lawton
Chiles and the
Cabinet ordered
the county to cre-
ate a central sew-
er system and to
make it a pnority
to remove failing EL#
septic tanks. The White
order was to have
been carned out by 1994 and in-
ciuded installing sewer systems
arcas where septic tanks regularly
fail.

“We may not have made the
deadline, but it does not mean we
are not 1 compliance,” said Sara-
sota County Admnmistrator John
Wesley Winte. “We're in compli-
ance i that we are diligentty pur-
suing the problem.”

That 1s how the state sees i,
too.

“As long as they progress m the
right direction, we won't have a
particular objection,”’ said Tom
Beck, who 1s 1 charge of review-
mg comprehensive plans for the
state Department of Community
Affars.

He said that the county has been
making good progress m creating
its central sewer system.

County officials contend that the
purchases of 18 of the largest pri-
vate utilities - and their consoli-
dation 1nto a central sewer system
— demonstrate the effort to meet

PLEASE SEE SEWER ON 5B

Evidence of pollution in Phillipp
Creek continues to pile up.

Joan Rose, a muicrobroiogist with
the University of South Florida,
said that her first two sets of tests
have shown a surprisingly high de-
gree of pollution dangerous to hu-
man health.

“We've found a lot more patho-
gens than I thought we would,"”
she said from her Tampa office Fni-
day. Pathogens are microorgan-
15mms that cause diseases.

Rose said she found pathogens
in s1x of the 22 samples taken from
11 sites in May and June. Since
this summer, the Sarasota County
Public Health Unit has posted the
creek off-limits to swimming be-
cause of the health hazards.

But nature hasn’t cooperated
with the testing: The ramy season
never arnived this year.

“An original objective was to
have a dry season and rainy season
testing,” Rose said, “We didn’t get
that.”

In the rainy season, the water
table rises and some of the septic
tanks in the low-lying areas along
the creek sif directly m the table.
That would mean contaminated
water flowing from the septic
tanks goes straight into the ground
water without being filtered by the
soil, resulting 1n more pollutants 1n
the nearby creek.

Also, a heavy storm after a dry
period tends to flush a lot of sur-
face pollutants, including nitrogen
from fertilizer, into the creek.

However, with the F&INY Season
also comes a higher water level in
the creek that, over time, would di-
lute the concentration of

PLEASE SEE TESTS ON 5B



County’s sewer plan

I

moving at steady pace

= .
SEWER rrevr s

the state order.

So far, Sarasota County has spent
$74.4 million to buy those utilities
and 1 planmng to buy 12 more. Ne-
gotiations are under way for severa)
of those purchases. When done, the
county will have the core infrastruc-
ture for a central sewer system 1n
the urban area.

Compliance on the septic tanks is
not so clear.

The county 1s aware of several ar-
eas, from Englewood to Sarasota,
where there are failing septic tanks.
[t has not mstalled central sewer in
those areas. But Rick Drummond,
chief of long-range planning for the
county, said, “"We don’t think the
county is in jeopardy of being found
to be out of compliance with the fina]
order.”

The state order came as a result
of an environmentalist’s challenge
to the county’s comprehensive plan
1n; 1990. A state hearing officer dis-
missed most of the challenges. The
officer was troubled, though, that
the county did not seem to be ade-
quately pursuing 2 solution to septic
tanks m the flood plain.

“We didn't have policies to deal
with continued proliferation of sep-
tic tanks,” Drummond said.

In 1991, the county submtted a
plan to stop the proliferation of sep-
tic tanks m developed areas. Chiles
and the Cabinet approved it. Within
the agreement was a requirement
that the county begin implementing
1ts wastewater resource manage-
ment program by 1994 and finish it
by 2020. That program included the
following stipulation:

“Prionty shall be given to provid-
ing centralized service to areas ex-
periencing septic tank failure and ar-
eas where water quality has been
adversely affected by current dis-

Interested?

The Sarasota County Com-
mission will discuss the county's
central sewer system policy dur-
ing its regular meetingat9a.m.
today on the second fioor ot the
South County Admiristration
Center, 4000 South Tamiam
Trail, Venice.

posal methods.”

Two engineering studies were
subsequently conducted. The sec-
ond study by Post, Buckley, Shuh
and Jernigan of Sarasota prionitized
areas where septic tanks shouid be
removed first, and determined thar
about 8,500 tanks — 8,000 of them
aiong Phillipp1 Creek — could be re-
moved for about $72 million.

A citizens’ group recommended
that plan to the county commission
m 1995, suggesting that each house-
hold in the sepiic tank program pay
$5,000 of the $8,500 cost per tank.

A small groundswelt opposing the
plan grew out of the Southgate com-
munity, which wouid bear the brunt
of the program’s cost. Some resi-
dents said the county had not suffi-
ciently proved the degree of pollu-
tion or the source.

In response, the comrmssioners
pulled the plug earlier this year on
the public education campalgn and
opted for more conclusive testing.

That is under way now.

The state’s Beck said that such 1s-
Sues are complicated and the state
does not worry too much about the
timetable slipping — if the county
seems to be diligently pursuing
solutions.

“In general, we think Sarasota
County is doing one of the very best
jobs in the state of implementing
their comprehensive pian.”

Tests ShO{% creek highiy éoﬂutéd

TESTS rrom 1B

pollutants.

Those changing variables led
county officials, residents and Rose
to want to get samples from both pe-
niods. However, Rose said that the
consensus was to go ahead with the
rest of the tests despite the lack of
ram.

Rose is compiling the results of
the two most recent tests — done
within the past two months — and
cross-referencing them with the io-
cation of septic tanks, waste-water
treatment plants, pump stations and

any other potentia! contributors of
bacteria.

She said the preliminary results,
with some general conclusions as to
the source of the pollution, will be
gwen to the Sarasota County Public
Health Unit in two to three weeks.

The results will be used by the
counly commissioners in making
therr decision on whether to remove
septic tanks along the creek and put
homeowners on a central sewer
system.

The report will also address the
feasibility of doing a study to trace
the specific onigin of the pollution.




é’_’ Board set to tackle dredging

A
.'\5-; CREEUS rroM 1D counties. The district’s primary fo-
e e is maintaining the Intracoastal
. county Transportation Director Waterway for boaters, but it also can
.. John Goodknight siggested two dredge the lower, navigable por-
possible alternatives: tions of creeis.
‘ | @ A special assessment on watet- O'Neil sees a combination of tax-
i | front property, which would tax the @S and private money paying for the
o "~ people who benefit the maost from projects. The agency paid one-third
[ dredging; ' of the cost for the recent dredging of
" @ Increasing stormwater assess- Ciower Creek by Sarasota Square
{. ‘ments, which would cover everyone Mall. Stormwater assessments paid
in the Phillippi Creek drainage basin for a third and private asgessments
‘who benefits from rainwater runoff paid for a third.
traveling from the creek to the bay. Schulte said she thinks it would
' O'Neil, who represents Sarasota be fair to pay for Phillippi Creek
. County on the West Coast Inland dredging with general taxes, be-
. Navigation District, said he thinks ~cause the creek takes stormwater
.+, that agency, which has hundreds of from such a large ared.
¥ thousands of dollars available for 1 feel like everybody’s runoff
such projects, could pay for a big comes down Phillippi Creek,” she
churik of the dredging. said.

The district collects 2 small prop- But however it is paid for, she
erty tax, less than 2 cents per $1,000 said she is ready to see the creek fi-
of assessed property value, and uses  matly opened and flowing freely.
the money for waterway projects in “There needs to be some sort of
Sarasota, Charlotte and Manatee dredging here,” she said.

e e L e o re—————
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The commissioners will focus on the flood-prone
areas near Phillippi, Shakett, Hatchett and Curry

creeks.

By Rod Thomsomn
STAFF WRITER

When Marcia Schulte looks out
her back window, she often sees
birds walking on water.

It's nothing divine, just an Husion
caused by a creek so full of sand that
il snmetimes harely moves.

“Al times, there's even dry land,”
she said.

Schulte lives on the lower end of
Phillippi Creek on Tanglewood
Dirive, where the effects of years of
stormwater runoff from upland de-
velopment are obvious.

At low tide in the diy season,
sandbars appear in the middle of the
creek — (he primary stream for car-
rying waler from the north part of

e

the county to Sarasota Bay. During
normal weather periods, boats can
run aground in shallow waler. Dur-
mg storms, the creek overflows its
banks and floods nearby homes. In
November, several homes along Lhe
creek were damaged.,

Phillippi Creek is not alone. Sha-
kett, Hatchett and Curry creeks in
the Venice area have the same
problems.

After years of talking about
dredging creeks, county officials
mmy he ready to do something. The
County Commission plans to dis-
cuss a dredging pian at today's regu-
far meeling.

“1 really believe Lhat if we clean
the heart of the creel out, that water

interested?

The Sarasota County Com-
misaion will discuss dredging
creeks during its regutar meet- |
ingat9am. todayonthe first 1
fioor of the Sarasola County Ad-
ministration Center, 1660 Ring-
fing Blvd , Sarasota. !

will move from upper to lower faster
and not go as wide,” said Commis-
sioner Jack (V'Neil, who has been
urging some action for more than a
year. “It is when it goes real wide
that it floods houses.”

There are no estimates, but a
county memo states that dredging
the creeks will cost millions of
dollars,

So the biggest questions will be:
Wito pays for it and how?

In a report to the commissioners,

PLEASE SEE CREEKS ON 3B



*County plans flood berm

B TON week's storm.
@.Tﬁg_s;i.ww_nw \ The problem is that when Phil-
ration include drainage lippi Creek averflows its hanks from
improvements in the Manasota, heavy rains, the water backs up
Culf View Estates and Bay Street  from the creek into those
areas. neighborhoods. S
The projects will be pnid for with ®Phe real driving foree is to flood- -,
maney already budyetcd for later proof this whole neighhorhood,” ™
work and by storm-water assess-  Goodknight said of the herm plat. N

ments. There also cotild be some The project would be funded \ .
Federal Lmergency Management  through an increase in the Phillippi
Agency money to help. Creek storm-water assessment of
J “There's a problem and people  $i2to $15 annually. Yo
 are suffering,” said Chiairman David The county sent a survey to the |,
Alills, reflecting the commission’s 31 homeowneis, and 20 responded -
desire to get moving. that they want to sell Five said they ¢

Past efforts at dredging have been did not and six did not return the'®
hogged down by environmental con-  survey. -
cerns. The commissioners hope to The berm would run {rom the
get past that obstacte quickly this northeast corner of Bahia Vigta and ')
fime, Lockwood Ridge, along the north ™y

“Lyery time we get serious, we side of the creel to Locklear ™
licar about oyster beds and worms  Avenue. .
in the soil . .. and reasons why we Recause some of the project is\(
can't do what we need to do,” he within the city, the Sarasota City ©
said. “Let’s call it, ‘people st Commission also will need to ap-

The area targeted {or the home proveit.
buyout and berm project is in the The commissioners also directed
Rellevue Terrace and Oak Shiores  their transportation staff to look into
subdivisions north of Rahia Vista helping homeowners buy flood-
and immediately cast and west of proofing for their homes. This is a
Lockwood Ridge Road. Nearly 100 federal prograin requiring that the
homes were flooded in the Novem- local government match some of the
her storm and many again in last money.



- W@dnesday, March 25,1998
WEATHER
Partly cloudy
METRO
EDITION
SEE 88
50 CENTS

FL00D RELIEF

surrounding area from high water.

Sarasota County is planning to purchase and
demolish 31 homes along Phillippi Creek.
The area is prone to flooding and the land will
be used to build a berm to protect the
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To make room for the berm,
the county will buy some
homes and demolish them.

By Red Thomson
STAFF WRITER

Reliefis on the way for people living in sog-
gy homes along Phillippi Creek. For some, it
will mean moving elsewhere.

Sarasota County plans to buy some homes
and demolish them to make room for the con-
struction of 3 mound to protect the remaining
homes from flood waters.

The County Commission voted unanimous-

ly Tuesday to pursue the $6.2 million berm.

pian. It calls for buying and probably demolish-
ing 31 héimes in an attempt to protect another
66 homes from future flooding.

The project could take up to three years.

Feeling a sense of urgency, the commis-
sioners declared a state of emergency to
speed up several flood-control projects, such
as dredging siit from under some bridges,
clearing vegetation and eventually conducting
a major dredging of the creelk.

Dredging would be aimed at some bridges
over Phillippi Creek, such as Tuttle Avenue,
Beneva Road, Bahia Vista and the railroad,
said John Goodknight, county director of
transportation.

“There is a considerable buildup of silt that
needs to be removed immediately,” Goodk-
night told commissioners. He said after the
meeting that he hoped to begin some of the
work within the next week.

Other projects under the emergency decia-

PLEASE SEE HOMES ON 104

Residents of
Lockwood
Ridge Road
north of Bahia
Vistaturnio
beats for
transportation
when heavy
rain causes
Phillippi
Creek to
overflow.

FiLE PHOTG




STOPPING FLOODS

Surveys show most
residents near the north
side of Phillippi Creek are
willing to sell their homes
to the county.

By Rod Thomson
STAFF WRITER

When floodwaters poured into his
home in 1992, all Herrmann Bozer could
do was sit on his living room floor — wa-
ter rising all around him — and cry.

“'] watched everything being de-

3

stroyed,” he said of the Greer Street
home he and his mother have shared
since he was 5 years old. '"There is noth-
ing you can do. Absolutely nothing.”

When 15 inches of water from Phil-
lippi Creek invaded the house again in
November, ruining ail the new carpet
and flooring, his tears turned to anger.
But he diligently replaced 1,800 square
feet of carpet — again - and continued
the uphill battle to clean the septic
stench out of his house.

Then more storms came in this un-
usually wet winter and the creek kept
rising. Like many of his neighbors,
Bozer began renting U-Hauls during
storms. Six times he parked a 26-foot U-

Haul truck in his driveway. Three times
he moved everything into the truck,
ready to drive to higher ground if
necessary.

“We would Joad it up and just wait and
watch,” he said.

it brought him to the point of
surrender.

Though he and his mother have
mixed emotions, he is ready to sell his
house to the county. The county wants

PLEASE SEE FLOODING ON 10A

Progress continues in war on
flooding. 10A

A sandbar has
formed below the
Fhiliippi Creek
Bridge on Bahia
Vista Street, filling
in more than a third
of the width of the
creekbed. When
Phillippi Creek
overflows its
banks, the water
backs up from the
creek into the
Bellevue Teyrace
and Oak Shores
neighborhoods.

BYAFF PHOTO/MIKE LANG
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Surveys show most
residents near the north
side of Phillippi Creek are
willing to sell their homes
tc the county.

By Rod Thomson
STAFF WRITER

When floodwaters poured mto his
home m 1992, all Herrmann Bozer could
do was sit on his iving room floor — wa-
ter rising all around im — and cry.

“1 watched evervthing being de-

%
A sandbar has
formed below the
Phillippi Creek
Bridge on Bahia
Vista Street, filling
in more than a third
of the width of the
creekbed. When
Phillippi Creek
overilows ifs
banis, the water
backs up irom the
creek into the
Bellevue Tewrace
and Oak Shores
neighborhoods.
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stroyed,” he said of the Greer Street
home he and his mother have shared
since he was 5 years old. “There is noth-
ing you can do. Absolutely nothiny."”
When 15 inches of water from Phil-
lippi Creek mvaded the house again In
November, ruimng all the new carpet
and flooning, his tears turned to anger.
But he diligently replaced 1,800 square
feet of carpet — again — and continued
the uphill battle to clean the septic
stench out of his house. )
Then more storms came in this un-
usually wet winter and the creek kept
rising. Like many of his neighbors,
Bozer began renting U-Hauls during
storms. Six times he parked a 26-foot U-

Haul truck m hus driveway. Three tines
he moved everything into the truck,
ready to drive to higher ground if
necessary.

“We would load it up and just wait and
watch,” he said.

It brought him to the poimnt of
surrender.

Though he and s mother have
mixed emotions, he is ready to seli tus
house to the county. The county wants

PLEASE SEE FLOODING ON 104

Progress continues inwar on
flooding. 104
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Berm could ease floodi
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FLOODING rroM 14

1o buy 1t and 30 others in the
naignborhood, demolish them, and
suild a perm along the north side of
the creek, just upstream from the
Bahia Vista Street bridge.

“In one sense [ want to get out of
it,” sard his mother, Edna Bozer,
who bought the house m 1969. “In
another sense I hate to leave my
home.”

The berm

When Phillipm Creek overflows
1ts banks, the water backs up from
the creek into the Bellevue Terrace
and Oak Shores neighborhoods,
which are north and northeast of Ba-
ta Vista and Lockwood Ridge Road.

It always has backed up in heavy
rams - even before there was sig-
nificant deveiopment north and east
of the area — because the area 13
tow-lying.

Aerial photos taken in 1962 and
1897, show the neighborhoods un-
der water from a flooded Phillipm
Creek — the only difference being
the young trees in the earlier photos
have grown into a mature canopy.

“The whole neighborhood is stor-
age,” said Alan Carson, an engineer

in the county's storm water
department.

Nearly 100 homes were flooded in
the November storm and many
again m March.

County Commlssxoners voted
unanimously March 24/to pursue
the $6.2 million berm plan. It calls
for buying and probably demolishing

7 ALY

‘31 homes 1n an attempt t6 pratect

the other 66 homes 1n the area from
future flooding.

The project, which wouid take
about three years, would be funded
through an increase in the Phillippi
Creek storm-water assessment of
$12 to §15 annually.

Most homeowners 1n the buyout
area along tne creek are like the
Bozers; they are more than ready to
sell. The county sent a survey to the
31 homeowners, and 20 responded
that they want to sell. Six did not re-
turn the survey. Five said they did
not want to sell. County planners
say they will consider puilding the
berm around those houses, but if
that will not work, the homeowners
will be forced to sell.

The berm would run from the
northeast corner of Balia Vista and
Lockwood Ridge, along the north
side of the creek to Locklear
Avenue.

The Sarasota City Commission
needs to approve the berm, because.
part of the project is witinn the city
limits.

Berm fallout

If the berm works, 1t will push
more water, faster, downstream.
That has some people wormed.
Fanny Lengacher has lived in her
modest home on the south side of
Phillipp Creek for 42 vears. She
lived through the 1962 flooding, and
she 1s directly across from where
the preposed berm would be built.
“All they need to do 1s dredge 1t
out,” she said, pointing to the creek
i her back vard. At that point, the
creek 1s littie more than a deep

-ditch.

Her neighbor, Ron Shaw, nodded.
“It's all full of sand.”

County engineers are aware of
the silting problem in the creek, par-
ticutarty at the bridges. And a plan to
dredge it 18 mtegral 1o building the
berm. _

“The dredging would offset
downstream what we're doing up--
stream,” said Tim Lawrence, a
storm-water engineer for the
county.

The county commissioners de-
clared a state of emergency 1n
March to speed up several flood-
conirpl projects, such as dredgmg
silt from under some bridges, clear-
ing vegetation and conducting a ma-
jor dredging of the creek.

The county also may build some
storm-water storage pounds south
of the berm area to capture water
when the creek 1s flooding.

ng from Phillippi Cree

This aerial view shows the fiooding from Phillippi Creek not

Bahia Vista Streetin 1962.

The county would target 1o
dredging the bridges over Phillipm
Creek, such as Tuttie Avenue, Ben-
eva Road, Bahia Vista and the rail-
road, said John Goodkmghnt, county
director of {ransportation.

The whole creek needs dredging
to various degrees, including the
oyster beds near the mouth of the
creek at Little Sarasota Bay. The
oyster beds and other environmen-
tal worries have bogged down past
efforts to dredge the creek.

And they could agamn.

“The environmentalists are only
going to ‘get in the way’ if the envi-
ronmental systems are going o suf-
fer as a resuit of human activity,”
said Jon Thaxton, conservauon
chairman of Sarasota Audubon

Society.

He said that typically happens

-stirs up contaminants n the soil and.
pollutes the water.

Whether Audubon or other envi-
ronmental associations oppose the
project depends on the size, scope,
and effects of the dredging.

Piecing it together

The berm 1s a critical element for
protecting vulnerable homes in
those neighborhoods. But 1t 1s only
part of a complicated puzzie of pro-
jects designed to alleviate flooding
in the Phillipm Creek — projects
| eventually expected to cost 833
" million.

The largest singie project 15 the
creation of a storm-water storage fa-
cility mn the tormer celerv fields off
Fruitvilie Road, just east of Inter-

with large-scale dredging because it -




state 75, The $28 million project
eventually will hold 325 million gal-
lons of water - water that will not
be flowing downstream and into Co-
Ionial Gables and Colonial Qaks.
Those subdivisions were flooded in
the 1992 storm. : ‘
" Since that flood, the county has
- bought the celery fields and been

- able to divert ramn runoff into it.

There has been almost no house
flooding in those neighborhoods.

But recent record rains have de-
layed completion of that project, in
part because the county had to di-
vert storm-water there. The exca-
vation work is about half done.

“It’s been a horrendous situation
rain-wise. The project should have
been done, but it’s just not,” Law-

rence said.

STAFF GRAPHIC/SCOTT WALKER

. Elsewhere in the Phillippa Creek
basin, more than $5 million in anti-
flood improvements have been
made, including clearing and widen-
ing the Main A canal that feeds into
the creek and making smaller im-
provements in Lake Sarasota, For-
est Lakes, along Gocio Road, Red-
bird Circle and Roselawn Street.

; The ultimate goal of all this work
— from the berm to dredging to the
celery fields — is to get ramnwater to
drain out to the bay without flooding
homes along the way.

Those who nave been devastated
by such flooding see a solution as
the equivalent of preventing a
crime. )

“(Flooding) is about the same as
having a home invasion,” Bozer
said.

-

Longboat
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_ BEATING THE FLOODS
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-| Sarasota County 15 £
spending millions
ot dollars to attack
fiooding problems
with storage
ponds, dredging,  #
culverts and pipes. H§—-_.]
k3

" SARASOTA
~ COUNTY-

1. Phillippi Creek Basin
Finshed work: $5.2 million for
canal widening, culveris and
other projects.

What's left*: $27.8 miltion.
Completion date: 2002

2. Whitaker Bayou Basin
Firished work: $188,000
What's left: $1.8 million
Cormpletion date: 2002

3. Hudson Bayou Basin
Finished work: $0

What's left: $4.5 to $6 million
Completion date: 2003

4, Matheny Creek Basin
Firushed work: 30
What's left: $3.2 million
Completion date: 2003

5, Catfish Lreek Basin
Finished work: $0

What's left: $3.1 million
Completion date: 2003

6. Elligraw Bayou Basin
Finished work: $1.4 million
What's left: 50

Completion date: Completed in
1997

7. Clower Creek Basin
Firished work: $699,000
What's left: 30

Compietion date: Completed in
1997

Saurce: Satasela Counly Stormmwater Utility

- What's left: $307,000

8. North Creek Basin
Finished work; $0

Completion date: 2000**

9, South Creek Basin
Firushed work: 30
What's left: $2.2 million
Completion date: Not
Determined=*

10. Fox {Shakett) Creek Basin
Finished work: $0

What's left: $280,000
Completion date: 2001

11, Alligator Creek Basin -
Finished work: $0

What's left: $4 million
Completion date: 2001

12. Forked Creek Basin
Finished work: $106,000
What's left: $3.5 million
Completion date: 2002

13. Gottiried Creek Basin
Finished work: $0

What's left: $3.5 million
Completion date: 2002

"Includes projecis under
construction, in design, or planned
for the tuture,

**Changes could yet be made in
North Creek, South Creek and
Whitaker Bayou, because the basin
master plans are not completed.

Note: Changes rmay still be made
iy projecis.
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Silt filts a portion of Phillippi Creek in Sarasota, as seen from the Webber

Street bridge iooking north.

No room left in creek for water -

As waterfront residents on Phillipp
Creek, we have more than a passing 1n-
terest in the future dredging plans for the
creek flowing through Sarasota County.

The many sandbars in the creek have
evolved slowty during the past two years.
Heavy rams flood areas that drain nto
the creek, causing water rushing toward
Sarasota Bay to rise over the retaining
walls in a few hours. The time 1t takes for
the floodwater to overflow the banks and
walls becomes shorter with every storm
and, it appears, with every new housing
development in the dramage basin. It
seems that there are more canals and
drains dumping water into Phiilipp:

Creek than the sand-filled bed can
accommodate.

In addition to the sandbars. a multituce
of itemns, ranging from beer cans to beach
chairs and buiiding materials, wash
downstream during floods and then set-
tle wherever they land as the water re-
cedes. This debris then catches and re-
+mins other debris, which begins the
formation of another sandbar.

I's clear to those of us who love living
on the creek it 15 slewly bemng destroyed
by actions that we cannot control. The
talk goes nowhere. Just dredge 1t!

Laure Thompson
Sarasota




SARASOTA HERALD-TRIBUNE / MONDAY, JULY 13, 1998

CREEK rroM 1A

not well-orga-
nized, but they do have red and
white bumper stickers reading,
“Drredge the Creek.”

They have the attention of county
leaders.

"l was really shocked when I
found out the numbers of people re-
sisting the county's project,” said
Sarasota County Commission
Chairman David Mills. “We've had
50 much community support for the
project up until now. This is going to
change the whole tenor of the
debate.”

Much of the debate is over.

The commissioners voted unani-
mousty March 24 1o pursue the le-
vee plan. It calls for buying and de-
molishing 31 homes aleng the north
side of the creek, near Bahia Vista
Street and Lockwood Ridge Road, to
protect the other 66 homes north of
the creek from flooding.

The plan also calls for dredging

the creek. On Tuesday, the commis-
stoners will discuss a $127,000 con-
tract for designing and obtaining the
permits for spot dredging in several
places where sediment restricts the
flow of the creek.

The $6.8 million cost of the levee
project is about $600,000 more than
first estimated for the project. The
price increased as the plans for the
project were refined.

The county is in the process of
appraising the properties and plans
to start buying them as soon as Oc-
tober, when the county's fiscal year
starts and the money in the capital
budget becomes available. The ap-
proval for the $604 million county
budget is in September.

Dac Erert

STAFF PHOT/ROD MILLINGTON

Jim Strickland is one of several other homeowners who oppose a Sarasota County plantobuilda
levee along flood-prone Phillippi Creek. Strickland, 75, has spent $20,000 upgrading his home.

Sandra Newell, county storm-wa-
ter manager, said the project is mov-
ing rapidly. But the details are not
set. She said it is still possible to run
the levee around a few of the
houses, depending on how close the
houses are to the creek and other
engineering requirements.

“Maybe there would be z way to
save them, if people are willing to
have their houses flood,” Newell
said.

And the majority of homeowners
in the area do want to sell. Several

made emotional appeals to the coun-
ty for this project, because they are
tired of flooding and fear they wili
never be able to sell their homes.

Newell argued that there is a ben-
efit to the entire public, not just the
immediate homes affected.

That is because the more the
county does to remove or protect
homes that are in flood plains, the
better insurance premiums every-
ofe in the county gets. She could
not say what specific effect this pro-
1ect would have on thoge raree hir

"

her department was looking into it.

Strickland understands thart there
is a bigger picture than just his
home. He is pretty much resigned to
his fate.

“I guess I'll just have to take what
comes,”” he said.

Rod Thomson covers the Sarasota
*County Commission. He can be
reached by phone at 957-5199, fax at
O57-5276, or e-matl at
DS b L1230 Frvpn




By Rod Thomson
STAEF WRITER

Jim Strickland wheezes as he stands
on his backyard deck and looks over a
slow-moving Phillippi Creek.

His despair is visible.

The cost of refurbishing the deck was
part of $20,000 he has spent on his home
in the past eight years, including a new
kitchen and a new septic tank drain field.

He was preparing his home, and him-
self, for retirement. Suffering from se-
vere asthma, Strickland, 75, knew he
could not keep driving a bus for the

Sarasota County government wants to build a

berm along Phillippi Creek to Drotect nearly 100

homes from floods.

school system.
Now, his retirement plans could disap-~
pear beneath the tracks of a bulldozer.
“It's like we just threw it all away," he
said of the money spent on his home. “It
worn't make any difference to them."”
“Them' is Sarasota County govern-

ment, which wants to build a $6.8 million
levee along Phillippi Creek to protect
nearly 100 homes that flooded in
November.

Even as county planners plow ahead
with designs to buy and bulldoze 31
homes along the creek, a small rebellion

builds.

Ironically, the rebellion comes from
people the county is trying to protect
from flooding. Part of that protection
would be in the form of buying their
homes and razing them to buiid a berm. a
mound of dirt tall enough to contain the
creek at its highest times.

But 13 of the homeowners signed
statements opposing the berm part of the
project and want the county to dredge the
creek first to see ¥f that eliminates flood-
ing. Those who oppose the project are

PLEASE SEE CREER ON 64
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Florida’s governor says ‘no” to $3 million in
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By Greg Retsinas
" STAFF WRITER

Sarasota County’s effort to re-
place septic tanks in the Phillippi
Creek drainage basin was deait a
major setback Thursday when Gov.
Jeb Bush vetoed $3 miliion in state
funding for the project.

Bush cut the appropriation from
the 1999-2000 state budget. It was
part of more than $300 million in
projects around the state that were

targeted by the governor’s veto pen,
including several dozen other pro-
jects in Southwest Florida.

The veto doesn't kill the septic
project, which has a budget of $90
million and is intended to install
central sewer lines for about 10,000
homes. But the veto could delay it
and increase the cost to county
{axpayers.

The county has set aside $30 mil-
lion from its 1 percent sales tax for
the project, but it was counting on

0\
g} state funds for the septic-tank replacement.
R

“homeowners could have to pay

more to hook up to ceniral sewer
lines. If the state and federal funding
had materialized, the cost per con-
nection would have dropped from

PLEASE SEE CREEK ON 10A

& A list of vetoed local projects. [0A
B Gov. jeb Bush sfashes $3 13 million
from the annual state budget. [0A
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Bush vetoes $3 million for Phillippi (reck

CHEEK FROM 1A

$8,500 a home to around $1,800.
The program is still in the design
stages.

i “Thiswillhavea s:gmﬁcant effeu
on the project. I'm shocked,” said
Sarasota County Commissioner Da-
vid Mills,

i Bush had pledged to attack “tus-
keys,” or projects included in the
1$49 billion state budget by mndividual
Jlawmakers but not recommended
by either the governor’s office or

state departments. But locally, Sara- “as festivals and sidewalk projects.

“There's absolutely noway Icon- ;-
sider this project a turkey:I'm not

tsota County officials had felt the
Phlihppl Creek project was safe for

lseveral reasons: - i . that ipset with the governor; biit | ta!ked to everyone'on the gover- =100 ¢
| Bush had. expressed support per- ‘he’s new and was influenced by that " nor’s staff but the governor Sl
sonally for the project in a conversa- list. This just delays our pro;act by +Broughton said, . -

ition with Rep. Nancy Detert, R-
Vemce thxs _year; pollunon in

/

Phillippi Creek may be harming the
Guif of Mexico and causing wide-
spread damage; and decreasing the
number of septic tanks in Floridais a
Bush Administration priority.

Despite all that, the inclusion of
the project on a list of “furkeys” re-

leased this week by Florida Tax- -

Watch probably doomed it.

Local lawmakers said they
blamed the pro-business group
more than Bush, criticizing it for
lumping septic-tank replacement

. funds with very local programs such

.-.Englewood, The latter twa o ects ;
E p ’ © state'funding disappear Thursday.

“They'll probabiy be hnmg up for aid

at least a year,” Detert said,

Bush said Thursday hlS mtent

RTE -_".‘: VeEL

fon T s

was to veto projects that did not
have an overall state benefit.
Detert said she was very sur-
prised by the veto, but didn't feel it
was retaliation for her staunch vppo-

" .sition to Bush's school voucher

program.
Also caught off guard was Saraso-
ta County's full-time iobbyist, Wil-
tiam Broughton, who spent the 60-
day legislative session pnmaniy
pushing for three projects: Phillippi
Creek, $5 million for a new health
department building and $300,000
to expand the Elsie Quirk Library in

‘were not vetoed.
“We did everythmg we couid I

As lawmakers and coumy officials -

talked Thursday about the veto and

SR F-
pmpe@t

its impact, they took some solace in
the fact Bush has set up a task force
to study septic tanks. County offi-
cials are providing background re-
search for the panel and are lobbying
to have Sarasota County serve as a
demonstration project.

"We'll be right there when they
finish their work," said County
Commission Lhauwoman Shannon
Staub.

Still, dozens of other Florida com-
munities need funding to replace
septic tanks. Several, including Sar:-
ibel in Lee County, also saw their

FLE PHOTO
Gov. Jeb Bush put a dent in septic-tank replacement for the Phillippi
Creek basin by vetoing $3 million in state funding for the project.
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This time a federal budget watchdog
group takes aim at the Phillippi
Creek project.

- By Greg Retsinas
: -STAFF WRITER .

A Samsota County spendinig project has once agam
been Jabeled as a budget “turkey.”

This time, it is federal money for the Phillippi Creek
septic tank-replacement pI‘O]&Ct that is drawing the
criticism,

In May, it was state money Govemor Bush vetoed
funding for the creek project from next year’s state bud-

get after a pro-business advocacy group mcludec% the
$500,000 allocation on its an- e
nual list of turkeys, or pro-.
" jects that either did not serve
a statewide need or were not
supported by the affected
“.state agencies. _
Local officials were disap- Ny -—
*pointed by Bush's vetoand ~_fltional interest.
the: advocacy 'group.” Butp i . 'GOVERNMENT
“their'hopes picked up last . i 5%  WASTE'
“week when the proposed . '
-..federal budget covering the .
. Department of Housing dnd: SRS
#Urban Development and‘other departments was an-
“nounced and incladed $1.5 hillior for the cieek project.’
_In response to.a state order to. clean ip Phllllppl'

“Clearly, these
parochlaf projects do
.not serve the

. Creek, Sarasota County plans to spend about $90.mil-:
lion to replace septic tanks that may be poilutsng the '

“creek, The county will install central séwer lines in

“'much of the creek’$ drainage basin, and the federal and
state funds would be used to defray hook-up costs :

7

charged to individual homeowners.i”

-, Now.it looks as if the Phillippi Creek pro_;ect is jUSt a5 ;

offenswe to federal budget watchdogs i

In a report released this week, a Washmgton 1axpay— i
er watchdog group hsted ‘5491 4 mllhon m "pork bar- ;

PLEASE SEE cnmc ON 2B o

the pro;}osed budget bill. And
among the 274 projects is Sarasota
County's $1.5 million grant, which
had been inserted by U.S. Rep. Dan
Miller, R-Bradenton.

“Clearly, these parochial pro;ects
do not serve the national interest,”
claimed the Citizens Against Gov-
ernment Waste, which bills itself as
the largest taxpayer watchdog
group in the country. The budget bill
still must move through the full
House 'and Senate and could get

even biggen.
S 47
- 5-1779

small enougn that 1t Wiki propanty
survive, congressional aides said,
hat the “turkey” label — again = .

still irks local leaders.

“T'm amazed — $1.5 million is

how small in the whole scheme of
these budgets? You can only take so
much,” said Sarasota County Com-
mission Chairwoman Shannon

Staub,

.....
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This time a federal budget watchdog
group takes aim at the Phllhppi
Creek project. - -

By Greg Retsinas
. STAFF WRITER . :

A Sarasota County spendmg pro;ect ‘nas once agam
been labeled as a budget “turkey.”

This time, it is federal money for the Phillippi Creek
septic tank-replacement pro;ect that 15 drawmg the
criticism.

In May, it was state money Govemor Bush vetoed
" funding for the creek project from next year's state bud-
" get after a pro-business advocacy group mcluded the
$500,000 allocation on its.an- ... PO
nual list of tuikeys,:or pro-_,
" jects that either did nopserve

" astatewide need or were not
~ supported by’ the affectefi
“lstate agencies.
Local oﬁﬁcaals were: dJsap '
Z*pointed by Bush's veto and
- blasted Florida TaxWatch,-
* the'advocacy 'group. Bu
stheir' hopes picked up Ias
“‘week when the: propose
...federal budget covering the
. Department of- Housmg and-

“Clearly, these L
parochzal projects do-
".not serve the ",
natlonal mterest
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“state funds would be used to defray he ok up costs ;
" charged to individual homeowners.* e :
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the proposed budget bill. And
among the 274 projects is Sarasota
County’s $1.5 million grant, which
had been inserted by U.S. Rep. Dan
Miller, R-Bradenton.- -
“Clearly, these parochial pm;ects
do not serve the national mterest,’

claimed the Citizens Against Gov-

ernment Waste, which bills itself as

_the largest taxpayer watchdog

oup in the country. The budget bill
ggﬂlanust move through the full

House'and Senate and could get ™!

even bigger.
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The entire $1.7 trillion federai

"+ budget is still a long way from reali-
* ty, and the Sarasota appropnation 1s.

small enough that it will probably
survive, congressional aides said,
but the "turxey" jabel — again —
sl irks local leaders.

“I'm amazed — $1.5 million is
how small in the whole scheme of

* - these budgets? You can only take so

much,” said Sarasota County Com-
mission Chairwoman Shannon
Staub. .

— |

a4



By IRV EDELSON
Journal Reporter
Engineer Donald Smally this
mormng reeommended to the
County Commuisston it proceed
with the acqusition .of right-of-
way for the Phillippi Creek
Basmn -— a §7,834,8080 dramage-
fivod control and recreation pro-
ject, P
During a lengthy sessior on
|the Phillippi Creek Basm, two
{persons suggested a bong 1ssue

to raise an estimated $3,263,000
local share project be county-
wide rather than for persons liv-

g m the district oniy.

County commissioners. en-

thusiastic aboud the project,

questioned whether state recrea-|

tion funds might not be obtamed
to help finance the preject.

However, Count y Commus-

stoner Masel Huston expressed
his doubts becasse Sarasota
County voted 4-1 agamst the No-
vember bend 1ssue authorizing
taxes from the sale of sporting
goods to be used for recreational
nurposes. The law passed state-
wide, -

Engineer Smally, of Stnally,
' Wellford and Naiven, consuiting
N engmeers to the county, recom-
mended the eounty proceed with
steps -to seeure right-of-way,
which will be needed whather
the project is purssed with or
]w;thaut a bond 1ssue — with or
gwﬁhc}us federat aid.
Stakes should be placed on the
ground, flaggimg done ang maps
drawn of right-of-way needed for

buying of the land,” the engi-
neer pointed out.

Commussioner Huston sug-
gested the county’s first step B!

i that property owners will know !
| exactly what ameunts is needed |
‘by the county.

Huston also recommended the
county preceed with or witheul
the aid of the State Recreation '

|Beoard; the county can send
| someone to Tallahassee to probe
: the possibility of hetp while pro-
teeeding with whatever steps
necessary in the measntime, he
felt,

Reviewing the U. 8. Corps of
Engmeers report, Smally pomi-
ed out that the Corps’ engineers
had seen £t to go much further
.than the couniy had intended

along the projecy, taking on pro-
Jects now that the colnty siad in-
tended to postpone for lack of
fuinds. :
Smally said the main canaf'to
Sugar Bow! will be improved
five fo six miles beyond the
powst the county intended to-
_|step. The plans calis jor the im-,
provements of Branchk B .north'
to Gocio Road and Branca C:
canat o 27th Streel.
The overall project inciudes 15
miles of canals, seven structures |
and medifications to 18.bridges, :

The tederal government wants
assurance of local participation,
Smally said. The first sum want.
ed'z_s 22 per cent of the cost,
which 15 $1,165,004,

It was Board Chairman L. L.
Parker who asked abont recrea-

t?zE nru}egz. Smally deciareq. i
The _btg money will be the|

l

tional board fimds on a state’
level. County Atty. Richard E.
Neison pointed ont thai #he
recretional awthority is broad
and possibly the county might

obtain funds,

in “flagmng the righi-of-way™ so i

! picking up the tab tor that cross-

" - : u
-Parker said he would like to | year ram that may or may not ?f on 9 -
see someone from the County :come.

Commission go to Tallahassee m

_.an effort to determine if money -

.15 available,
Commissioner Bovd Gern-
.hard said: “If would be worth

i although 1 doubt if anything’

will be left when they fimsh

staie beondoggle.” 7

Additional points brought out
1s that the %7 million figure
takes mio consideration the cost
of the Phillippt Creex cul-
through at U.S. 41, already ai-
lowed for m other plans, and
righi-of-way costs, much ol
which the county hopes will be
donated.

Starting with a $i million
bond 1ssue, the first year debt
service would be $50.008, Gern-
hard noted. Then if $500,000
was added to the 1ssue annually
the debt service would be m-
creased $25.000 a year—amtil it
was $175,000 for the enfire $3.5
million 1ssue, if that much was
needed.

Later Commissiener Fred
Haigh figured out that under
present mitlage valug, the gross
millage needed for the $3.5 mil-
lion would be 12.1 mills. Over
fhree years, this meant three
'mills per year and over five
i vears it would be 25 mills per
yesar.

The federal government would
be paying 58.4 per cent of the
cost and 41.6 per cent would be
paid by- local interests, Haigh,
' noted. !

William Chapman, 5379 Moni--
¢lair Place, placed several
challenges agamst the projeet.!
iHe noted the county had voted
; against the recreational bond is-
{sue; neted that fhe competent
enginears on whom the county
must rely underestimated by
gne-third the amount of fill that
would come out of the water-
way; pomted out the entire
program was based on a H0-

Chapman cited salt water m-
trusion and said he opposed the
necessity of closing Montelamr
Drive for the Phillippi Creek
cut-throngh at the Trail because
it would cause residenis 1n the
area a considerable hardship

‘in.reaching U:S. &1L

“Parker pointed out that weirs
and dams would stop sal.t wa-
ter intrusion. Smally cenfirmed

this. i
_ Leslie (C. Miller, Casey Key,

* enatrman of the defunct citizens
| advisory

committee for the
Phillippt Creek flood control
project, said he was gverjoved
at the prospect of the project.
He cited the increased value of
wateriront property which wilt
{bring in mare than enough tax-
ies to offset the county’s expen-
diture. .

Alvim H. Dana. Riverview
High School teacher, urged the
commussion  proceed with the
project rather than delay in
awaiting outside help.

Roth Robert E. Power apd
Milter urged the bond issue be
county-wide because everyone
in the county will benefif.

Wes Burquest, celery grower,
‘goil conservation service mem-
ber apd member of the Cham-
per of commerce flood contrel
committee, said Sarasota would
probably have one of the micest
well-organized walerways in the
state.

No official action was taken
iby the county CONIMISSION.

i P ——
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AUTHORIZATION LEGISLATION

SARASOTA -~ Three years
ago yesterday the 100-year's
rain fell on Sarasola causing
Phillippt Creek fo overflow its
banks, flooding hundreds of
homes and acres of land.

Since the devastating rains
the county has been seeking o

.institute a flood comtrol pro-

gram.
A study made by the US
Corps of Engineers determined

that the cost of the entire proj-
ect would be in the vicinity of
38-million with approximately
#Y . million in federal funds,
and the county previding the re-
maining 3314 - million.

YESTERDAY 1T was learned
that the U.S. House had passed
an authorization bill which in-
cluded a $4,592,000 authorization
tor a flood control project In
Phillippi Creek.

Roth the House and Senaie
nave passed bills on it, but
ihere are mnor differences and
now it must go to the confer-
snce committee with passage
5y both houses again necessary.

According to a comment
made in July by US. Rep
James Haley speaking after the
Senate Public Works Committee
nad inciuded the project in a
$1.9-billion authorization bill, it
swwould remain inactive until the
county meets the conditions of
‘he project’s authorization and
“comes up with its share.”

Last November Sarasota
County residents turned down a
referendum fo finance its share.
Residents of a specially created
flood control district voted with
all ceunty residents voting on a
1-mill emergency levy to be im-
nosed in any cne given year in-
sufficient funds were raised
from the disirict,

TWO WEEKS AGO, after a

%conz‘used session, the commis-
i

Phillippi Project
| Passes

House

sioners determined they would
contact the Corps of Engineers
for study of the feasibility of a
pay as you go phased flood
condrol project as propesed by
Commussioner Johnson Warren.
A playback of the minutes indi-
cated the commissioners had
also approved placing the refer-
endum again on the Nov. 2 bal-
lot.

During a regular meeting this
week, the board rescinded the
action on the referendum and
voted 4-1 to place it on next
yvear's baBlot. Chairman L. L.
Parker cast the lone dissenting
vofe,

'

Venice Visitors
Guide To Use

Circus Theme

VENICE — The advertising
and publicity committee of the
Venice Area Chamber of Com-
merce met yesterday afternoon:
for the second time this week
and voted to use a circus theme
for the cover of the 1968 visiters
guide.

The committee also met Mon-
day afterncon but no decision
was reached.

Also at yesterday’s session, it
was voied to recommend fo the
board of directors the chamber
'stage a contest among ad-
vanced amateur and profession-
al photographers for next year's
cover.

Ii the contest 15 approved by
the gdirectors, the advertising
and publicity commitiee wiil
work out other details.

Tentatively, a 350 prize has
been proposed for the winning

cover.

£
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$1.5 Million Federal Project “
* rel
idi
| ] " Ut
IFlood Control |-
fr¢
Ca
Plans Speeded [:
- 4 ’ ol
Aalls pee € op
‘ ofl
Far an initial investmoenl of aboul $350 000 Sasasota county | ou
may he abie to abiain a $1 5 mitlion lederal {lood control project | co
for the Phillippl Cireek and adjacent drainage hasins. {ot
Plapning for {he big waler contrnl development was muoved
into high gear yssterday when sponsors of the wotk—the Sara- b
sota Seil Conservalion District, Sarasela-Fruitville Drainage ®
District and the County Corminission—gave Don H Esiy, leader
of a watershed planning parly, the authorily to proceed with [PU
nore delailed plans of the progiam. g1
sy and a {eam of six waler conlrol expeits have been ;{;
studying the Phiflippi Creck area for the past sevetal weeks, ed
Repotting on picliminary planning lor the work, Esty noled |4,
{hat the counly has thee allernatives {o relieve fleoding which i
caused more than $t miflion in damage in the celery growing |tw
atea easl of the city last year Damages at the same lime lo ’
homes in Sarasota’s suburbs fiom over{low lrom {he creek has | iy
pever heen estimaled ha
The choives lisled by Fspy: i Ca
1. Improve Phillippi Cieek and lel olber areas be indepen- A
dent mojects for
2 Diverl seme food waler info (he Cowpen Slough area, H."
3 Connecl a cunal mystem thal is pael of {he Sarasela-Fruit- gl:}’
ville Drainage Distiict info Catfish Creek which emplties into I
the bay rear Vamo, reducing aboul 75 percent of the Tood How wa
on Phillippi Creek tor
Ksry, who is alsg an economis(, said 1he lalter plan was el
the mnst feasible and also the most teasonable i cosl. Bl
The preliminary planping was conducted to determine ¥ n
the county wants lo procced with the project  Armed with |1
yesterday's alfirmalive action, Fsry will initiate Jdetailed plan. | ]
ning. ‘ o
From there the praieet goes to Copgress where i must be tor
included in the annual approptiatien to (he US. Dept. of
Apticulture, Bl
{Condinaed on Tage 2, Col 1) g
WO CoplT o iist ol Padba b L




The first slep in relieving the
water hottlencel at Phillippi Creek
and U3, Highway 41 would cost
an estimated $127,000, according
lo word received today fiom the
State Road Department

To do a good job it will cost
227,000, according 1n Lhe staie es.
timate received loday hy Sarasota
County Commissidners.

The state is willing 0 ghare =a
portion of the cost, up o aboul
$30,000,

The cut - through alt the e1eek
and the highway {3 being designed
to straighten tie creelr so water
can flow more 1apidly into the
Guif of Mexico without causing up-
stream f{leoding,

Al C. Chureh, chief highway en-
gineer for the state, said: *'The
county wouwld be expected to pro-
vide construction costs for all work
outside the stale road right of
way. For the work inside the
state road 1ight of way (estimated
to be $80,000) it i® my recommen-
dation that, providing funds are
available, up to one - third of the
cost be met by primary road
funds.”’

Chuireh continued. "The 1e0main-
ing two - thitds should ha met hy
some combination of secondary
read funds and counly funds, (oth-
er than the 7 - cent gas tax)
Should primary road funds not he
available, Sarasola County may
eleot 1o use greater amounts of
available secondarv road funds ™

It was noted by the state high-
way engineer thal the county would
have (o provide for protec-
lion of bhoats due to the increased
velocities of the water flow ecre-
aled hy the cut - through,

"Il is recognized' said Chuneh,
“thaf the proposecd first stage con-
struction wilt provide only partial
relief fram the wrter stages ob-
jected to. The remaining réstrvie-
tion will result in veloeities in the
channel which will be difficult and
costly to protect agminat, and
which will be hazardous for small
boals Adequate protection can be
provided in the channel apainst
destructive scowm.”

Chureh said hecause of the
hazards involved in doing only the
first stage, it would he well tfo
plan for financing the ultimate
project at this time. The cost of
the full 200 - foot cut and the
hridges necessary to span it is
$221,000, according to Church.

The cost will be shared by the
counly and the state, with the
county footing the bl for all work
ontside the right of way of US.
41.

The idea is tn make the 50 - foot
cut hetween the existing two out-
fets under the highway This is
the fist slage foward an eventuat
200 - font cul.

The bridges will have Lo he de-
signéd so they can be extended,
the engineer said .

Sarasota County will he 1r'.==nnn-!

sibla for right of way, relocation|
of existing street connectlon atl

Montelair Drive and the highawvay,
alterations in waterfronl proper-
ties.

County Commissioner Boyd R.
Gernhavd, who went (o Tallahas-

ses Morday to conferrwith thé|

state highway enginder, safd- it
would be almost impossible
to meel property acquisition and
additional  county ‘con.s't.ruction
costs at this time.

Commissioners Johnson Warren,

James A, Spanecs and (jernhard
are to meet with State Road Board
Member Warren Casom  In
Tampa at 2 pm, Monday {0 go
over the proposal,

RS



COUNTY OF SARASOTA

F L O R I D A

HISTORICAL COMMISSION

30 June 1986

Mr. Gordon Higel
2445 Webber Street
Sarasota, Florida 33579

Dear Mr. Higel,

This letter is written in response tc your request concerning
the origin of the name of Phillippi Creek.

Today's Phillippi Creek was named for a man named Phillippi
Bermudez, who was one of the earliest pioneers of the Sara-
sota aeea.

In 1847, U.S. Government Surveyor A.H. Jones laid out the
section lines in the Sarasota area, then a part of Hillsbo-
rough County. Just two homesites were discovered by Jones
within the area now known as Sarasota County. Jones discov-
ered and recorded on his maps the homes of William Whitaker
and Hamlin Snell near today's Whitaker Bayou. Jones also
discovered and recorded the home of "Phillipi" along the bay
near today's Cherckee Park.

This man Phillipi has attracted the attention of historians
for over half a century. Not until recently, however, has
his true story come to light.

In 1915, Joseph Herman Simpson wWrote in the Bradentown Herald
“There were a number of Spanish palmetto huts along the coast
and on the islands whose residents were engaged in supplying
t+he Cuban market with dried salted mullet and roe. 2Among them
were Phillipie, Perico and Emmanuel. The manager or owner

of the principal ranch was the kind-hearted Phillipie...".

In 1946 Xarl Grismer included in his book, The Story of
Sarasota, a very brief mention of Phillipi as follows: "...
there had been fishermen here for at least a century before
1895, First, itinerant Cuban and Spanish fishermen, like
Alzartie and Phillippi, who lived in palmetto shacks along
the bay or on the keys."

In 1983 Janet Snyder Matthews in her book, Edge of Wilderness,
provided the most complete description of Phillipi and his

activities. Matthews portrays Phillipi Bermudez as a leading
figure in the early fishing industry. Matthews also describes

701 PLAZA DE SANTO DOMINGO, SARASOTA, FLORIDA 33577



continued, page 2

Phillipi's significant activities as an interpreter during
the Seminole Indian Wars.

In an attempt to provide information on the naming of Phillippi
Creek we have gathered the following from our files.

A check of the 1860 U.S. Census did not reveal Phillipi
Bermudez, indicating that he may have left this area by that
time.

At what time, or by whom, the creek was christened as "Phillipi's"
is unknown.

The earliest notation of "Phillipe's Creek" within our files
is on the application for a U.S. Post Qffice at Sarasota filed
by Charles Abbe in 1878. Abbe notes that the nearest creek
was "Phillipe's", one tc two miles distant to the south and
east of the proposed post office.

The earliest map within our files which identifies "Phillippe
Creek" was drawn in 1883. The map is a U.S. Coast Survey and
extends from Tampa Bay to Charlotte Harbor. Many local land-
marks and waterways are namedfincluding "Phillippe Creek".

Other maps and documents continue toc identify the creek through
the years as Phillipi's with minor spelling changes, such as
Philippi and Phillippi, as it is named today.

Today Phillipi Bermudez is recognized as one of our earliest
pioneers, yet even he would be considered a "newcomer" in the
eyes of a man whose fossilized remains were discovered in the
creek, in 1929. Local fossil collector J.E. Moore's discovery
was thought to be several thousands of years old. The skeletal
remains of "Phillipi Man" were sent t0 the American Museum of
Natural History in New York City where they were lost, before
their true age was determined.

If you would like to further study this subject please let us
know.

Respectfully,

John F. McCarthy
County Historian

JM:gmd
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Keiths were key members of Chicago Colony

{ he couple in the photo look as if
they could have just stepped out of
an F. Scott Fitzgerald novel. Actual-

Iy, 1t is Nettie and Edson Keith, who in
1916 built their home in what 1s now
Sarasota County’s Phillippi Estate Park.
They were part of what has been called
the “Chicago Colony.”

After Bertha Palmer came to Florida's
Gulf Coast in 1910 and envisioned this
area to be an American Riviera, her en-
thusiasm lured a number of her family
and soctalite friends to Sarasota Bay to
build winter homes, Her son, Honore,
built a home called “Immokalce” where
The Landings subdivision now is. That
building 15 gone, but the home built by
Stantey Field, a bit north of The Land-
ings, still exists as the Field Club,

Stanley Field was the nephew of de-
partment store developer, Marshall
Field. Not only had Edson Keith's father
been in business earlier with Marshall
Field, but also Edson’s brother, Walter.
Stanley Field and Honore Palmer were
married to sisters. These families
formed the nucleus of Sarasota’s "Chica-
go Colony,” of which the Keiths were a
part of.

Edson Keith was a Renaissance man.
He read Latin and Greek and was fluent
in French. He graduated from Yale with
adegree in Enginecring and followed
that with a Law degree from Columbia.
To follow his first love, music, he went
to Paris to study and performed with the
Paris Opera. He stayed in Paris five
years and left only after meeting Nettie
Keener who was traveling through Eu-
rope with her parents, Nettie came from
Denver. Edson followed her there and
they were married in Denver in 1891.

After 24 years in Chicago, where Ed-
son took an active part in the businesses
his father had started, the Keiths moved
to Sarasota. When Edson and Nettie
moved to Sarasota they left business
behind. The Keiths differed from their
friends, who built escapes from Chica-
£o’s harsh winters, in that Edson and
Nettie moved to their home to live there
year-round, They did so from 1916 until
Edson died in 1939.

The couple’s home was nearly self-suf-
ficient. On their forty acres were citrus
trees, a vegetable garden, chickens, and a
cow. When they moved i1, Edson was 53
and Nettie 46. Since Tamiami Trail did
not exist yet, the building materials for
the house were brought mostly by barge.

Socializing was also accomplished
mainly by boat. The Keiths' grandson,
Frederick W. Keith Jr., reported hearing
stories of elegant parties where Parisian
gowns were worn. One party included
valet parking for boats at the Field
house. He also shared memories of the
family boating to Siesta, then walking
through jungle to a cottage the family
maintained on the beach. Their friends
had similar cottages and Frederick re-

A LOOK BACK

Edson and Nettie Keith on their dock on Phillippt Creek.

members large parties where they'd all
gather coguinas and large pots of coqui-
na broth would be cooked for the group.

The Keith house was an amazingly
elegant building that was created in
what was essentially a jungle. The sever-
al bathrooms all had hot aad cold run-
ning water. Not only did the house have
electricity, but the dock was also electrt-
fied.

Frederick recalled that in addition to
the house, there was a two-story frame
house for some of the servants, a laun-
dry, tool shed, pump house and water
tower, a chicken coop and hen run, a
barn used to store farm equipment, a

house for the farmer and his family, and
a chauffeur’s house and garage.

To manage this estate, the Keiths
needed considerable help. According to
Frederick, they had a butler, cook, one or
two maids, a laundress, a farmer and a
chauffeur, who looked after the farm
cquipment and pump house as well as
the cars and boat.

— Pat Moberg,
volunteer and research associate
Sarasota County History Center

For additional information on this subject or
another refating to Sarasota County's history,
call 861-HB0. The History Center is located at
701 N. Tamiami Traii, Sarasota, FL 34236.
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Waddington, N. Y., proliminary survey of harbor of ....... eereenii] B 28
War Dopartment:. . L | s or THE
Contracts entored intoby.cvulenueroniranin - 28
Annasl report on property leased by ... 32
Ware River, Virginia, preliminary examination of 32
‘Wasren, Winslow, services rendered by....oocovoronainnannnos 28
Washington Aquednct, sale of certain lands pertaining thereto.... 33 _{ ! s
West Bronch {Newton Creek), New York, preliminory examinatio 28 ] 9
West Haven Harbor, Connecticut, preliminary examination of 217 28
West River Hurbor, Connectieut, preliminary examination of.....tos 21l - 28
Whitelish River, Michigan, preliminary examinnation of. ccvowecaenaens- 55 28
Winston & Winston, sorvices rendered by oo ovniimein lonas wab 12210 28 BELNG PART OF
Withlacooches River, Florida, preliminary examinabion.of coeeeueeen- 158, 32
Woodsburg ‘Channel, Hempstead Bay, New.York, preliminary exnmi- .
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Fesscls. . 3oney statement.
4

i N July 1, 1893, balance unexpended, ... .. vaainnneweaun v nenews e $13,503. 68
Number | Tonnago June 30, 1804, smound expended during fiseal year. ... .ooo.vneennonn.. 11,154 38
SLEMMETS w0 o a1 5 250 July 1, 1884, Lalance unexpended. oo v e e 319. 30
Sniling vessels . .. 2 5 R
Yaehts o 50 50 Amount (eatimated) required for completion of existing projeet....... 92,500 00
Amountthntean beprofitably expended in fiseal yearending June 30, 1836 35, 000. 00

R . ) Submitted in compiinnee with requiremonts of sections 2 of river aud
Igab}nmted number of passengers carried by water, 1,700. T Barbor ncts of 1866 and 1867 and of sundry civil act of Mareh 3, 1893.
Estimated percentage of total trade of neighborhood carried by wiiter, 1601‘1‘33

cent. Probable increase of trade wero the improvement completed, 50 por ’cnut. :

COMMERCI AL BIATISTICS,
Commerce of Charlotle Harbor, Florida, during the yeur ending Decembar 31, 1893.

[Furaisbed by Mr. Albert W Giebrist. of Punta Gords.]

Articles Gross | Esthmated

Lonpage. value

B Pt . a ML s R 2003

) T hefln er and llzixbcné act approved September 19, 1890, contained dned i i "L

item for “iwmproving, dredging, and deepening the chaunel of Charkh Y G 120 o de

A : : 2 © fairiaas L Lamber. h... 110 3. 100

lotte Harbor and Pease Creek, FFlorida, to the pier at Punta Gorda, th"g: by Lumber, dreased. 2001 ° G000

terminus of the Florida Southern Railroad, thirty-five thousand doliars S gtesigs: Jlrchandize Lo oo

Under this appropriation o survey of the deep water of the ha’ﬂ_ﬁ’)p . Phusplnte, pebble . B8, 467 884,470
was made from Boea Grande Pass to Panta Gorda. There was fouids o

E ] o e e e e A e e e e ; 97, 115 £.104.788

at that time o channel depth of 19 feet at mean low water on the bafh
at the pass, 9 feet upon the shouls south of Cape Haze, and 10 feefS
upon the shoul vear the wharves at Punta Gorda. The 1ise of tideld

4/ Asrivale and departurey of vesaels for the year ending December 31, 1593.
about 2 feet.  An estimate was made for dredging a channel 300 feét)

wide and 23 feet deep through the bar at Boca Grande Pass. "ThE Kind of vessel L Arrivals t Departures
amount of this was $35,000. A separate estimate was made for form: ‘

jug nchanvel 200 feet wide and 12 feet decp from the wharves at Pantis  ¥o. | Tons l No. | Tuns
Gorda to the pass. The amount of this was $127,500. The report SHOAMETS oo e e P 6501 9| amb
wpon this survey and description of the harbor may be found in $he% Plling vensels e Rt R
Chief ol Iingineer’s Report for 1891, p. 1646 et sey i Tatal . 74,121

T3 I 122

Woirk was inaugurated under the project for the 12-foot channel, esbiziss
mated to cost $127,500, and the funds expended in dredging the clinn ks
nel rear Punta Gorda wharves, The work thus far accomphished hagd
resulted in forming .« channel 300 feet wide for a distance of 300 fedty
in front of the wharves, 160 feet wide for a distance of 4,729 feet, and¥a
120 feet wide for a distance of 1,764 feet, where it connects with the3
I2Aoot contonrs. The total length of the diedged cut is 6,793 feets
Over peatly the whole of this length the depth is in excess of 13 fesbs

By reason of the nemly exhausted condition of the appropriation FOTig?
:i{léi)sl work, no dredging was done during the fiseal year ending Juhei?.?;

4. Al

A survey of the shoal north of Cape Haze was made in May for fh'é.i?
purpose of determining the best location in which to develop the 12348
foot channel over these shoals when additional funds are made avails

Estimated pereentage of total tiade of neighborheod eairied "b:.*_water, 50 per
cent. Trobable incresse of trade were the improvemesnt completed, 150 per cent.

O 1o.
IlIPlZOVE;‘uIENl' OF SARASOTA BAY, FLORIDA

An examination and survey of the bay was made in 1889, The
report thereon, with the project for improvement, is printed ou p. 1617,
Vol. I, of the Report of the Chiel of Engincers for 1800, An appro-
priation of 3,000 was made in the act approved September 19, 1890,

able for the work. VA . : ) . Pl P
fe petim: i Haz for “improving Sarasota Bay from Tampa Bay to Sarasota, Fla.
Itis estimated that $35,000 can be profitably expended upon this A m\}vigablf? channel, wityh a minimlﬂm depth of & fezgt, extends

work during the fiseal year ending June 30, 1890, i

Charlotte Harbon is in the collection district of Key West, and Puuta Gorda i the
vearest port of entry; nearest light-house fs Gasparilla Light, and the vearcst ford
is Fort Taylor, Fla o i34

throughout the length of Biy Sarasota Bay, excepting in two reaches,
Palma Sola Pass and Long Bar, which bave u total length of 5,400 feet.
In these reaches the available depth was 4.3 and 3.5 feet, respectively.
The tidal rvange in the bay is 1.5 feet.

e
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e M
: :1510 present a-ppxp\'eti project calls for the formation-of a contizuo
% i{milelt,h 10? feet \E:';Sde and 5 feet deep at mean low water, fro'rﬁ'Tﬁ'm'i“)iE B
3ay to the town of Sarasota, Fla., a distance of 214 miles, at’ dn dsti
mated cost of $17,500. T eof 21 11_111(-‘;5,_ at an e_sL:}"
" .
The following amounts have been appropriated for this work:

an estuary. For 10 miles the settlements along its banks are almost
continuous. They comprise the towns of Manates, Hendrix, Ellenton,
Palmetto, Braidentown, and Palma Sola. Oranges and vegetables are
raised in large quantities. [Lrom the fine ranges along the upper river
hides, wool, and sheepskins are ‘exported. Phosphaté deposits have

By act of— - P
September 19, 1890 .. vvs vonrceme cnaannan s . - been discovered along the river and mining operations are being car-
JUly 13, 1892 . oo s e e e e - 2[99,{} ried on.
Total oo oo e ' ’ Befote improvement in the estuary the general depth of the river
SRR EEEEELEREERIt ] varied from 7 to 20 feet. At the mouth there was a long shoal with &

depth of 7 feet. Between Palmetto and Braidentown there was another
bar covered by from 3 to b feet of water.

An esamination of Manatee JRiver with a view to its improvement
was made in 1881. A repoit thereon, dated February 16, 1852, with
plan of improvement is printed as pard ot Appendix K 25. Annpual
Report of the Chief of X gineers for 1882. -

PROJECT OF IMPROVEMNENT.

Te form 2 channel 100 feet wide and 13 feet deep from Tampa Bay
to Shaw and McNeil points, at au estimated cost of $70,000. This proj-
ect was changed in 1587 with a- view to obtaining a chanpel 100 feet

With these amounts dret‘imfhvinrr'h'ls; been d e upo R
these ¢ ' : one upon the Palma Solzh
§1'1)oz;1 which has resulted mbco?mectiug the 5‘-f00}3 contoua:sq})?masgili’m
2,292 feet long, of which n length of 1,678 feet is 38 feet wide With'f-'i
depth of 6 feet, while for the remaining 619 feef the cut is 40 feet wide e
S"]tlx?dffr\g?s% t%b feet dmg)_. .é]. total amount of 6,456.5 cubic ';y'a,rds'ic';’i’;' 2 14
and ell, measured in place, has been rem . N
tiomn shqws th::i; this cnt hins not hHed in. oved Theinsb ORIy

Sarasnta Bay is in the eollection distzict of Tampa, which is
eniry. Nearest light-louse is Bgwont Key Bight. P ﬁeari;tl ii}l;ttiliiuf‘lc]}:g%‘:;lgx?*

Afoney statement. -

July 1,1883, balance unexpended o S i j - ‘ ! o l .1
oty 31893 Lo o 4577, SR8 w:gle and 8 feet deep fror ampa Bay to N _anate,ew‘ e reasons for !
)2 vount expended during fiseal Yoar ..o vvenlounanideas -5”5.:2}5’ Ml cthis change, togetber with a map of the river, will be found on D. :3
July 1,189, balance unexpended ... v 59; 1"1H . 1100, Anoual Report of the hief of Bugineors for 1885, the revised g
: e 2 estimate was 873,000. |

i

1l

I !

N WORK DONE AND RESULTS OBTAINED. !‘

MMERCIAL BTATISTICS, i "!

The following appropriations Tave been made for this work: l%

Commerce of Sayaspts Bay, Florida, for the year ending December 31, 1593, Act of:
Act of—

[Furnished by My J B Gillespl Anust 2, 1882 L unan e e U ) 000
¥ A espie Auguat 5, 1886... . . . . 11: 000 i
] ; A %5 August 11, 1888, .. .. 5, 000 o
Articies Gross | Eatimated o ot September 1%, 1890 . v v . 606 s
) tonnuge | value., by T S 6,000 'i
Cattie ... :'l
Yertilizers T e e T 250 T T T R 10, 000 -
Fruits 20 . ) . g
Grain - - = In 1890 the modified project was com} leted. The appropriation of [
TEonas, RiF, OFC. coemns e s . 3 6,000, made September 19, 1890, was not considered sufficient to per-
Lymber, eough an | ' 1 mit the extension of the project, and was held until thé appropriation :
OFATECS, »osnan oaes 100 of July 13, 1892, made the sum available $12,000.
Vepetbles .. . ‘An sxamination made in June, 1892, showed that the cuts made dur-
BOtaL oo e e e e e " fug and priot to 1890 had been well maintained and that a clear chan-
' o ' el 100 feet wide and from 8 to U teet deep existed over the entirelength.

i+ At the same time an examination was made of the outer bar and of the
bulkhead Iying in the mouth of the tiver between Spead and Shaws
points. 1t was found that an available channel depth gf more than 9
feet already existed on the outer bar, and that a cut tirough the bull-
head above referred to could be so located that advantage could be
taken of the direction of the currents, so that its permanence would be

I;abim:xied nuwnber of passengers earried by water—no lists kept. Bty
‘_I‘.S[H!ijlted percentage of tofal irade of neighborhood earried by water 75 155 :
cznt. Probablo incrense of trade wers theimprovoment vompleted, 200 pbr’cent-"’

7

3".\-5*’&‘. ; . LY i

Q 1. fi reasonably assured, The steamboat men were very anxtous to have

IMPROVEMENT OF . ) £ this cut made, as it would materially shorten and straighten the chan-

AR NT OF MANATEE RIVER, FLORIDA. i I el and avoid the necessity of crossing o long stretch of water having
&  FE a depth of only 8 feet. In view of these fuets, it was decided to adhere -

to the original project of 1882, confining operations for the present to
i making & cut 100 feet wide and 12 feet deep at mean low water through
28 the bulkhead ot Snead Point. A cut at this point was adopted because
‘ of the immediate advantage it would give the trade of the river as far

westerly direction, emptying into Tampa Bay on its southern shore%

. o T - : -'"‘
Manatee Tiiver rises in the southern part of Florida aund flows 11 o HERE

H

Tor o distance of 12 miles from its mouth it has the characteristics of
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APPROPRIATIONS
| For tast fhe fiscad joars onrly ]
Oct 20 1012 contribute by lecul TToR Y R4 T S
July 11074, Bahange aneXi N e e e

July 1, 10135 balume U e mc i m e s e
CONSOLIDATED.

Amount axpendel during fisca. v ear eading Jane 10 l 1913 1914

Mew vore.

! 527,972 11 21,153 47
Maintenn? e e

AIPEOPRIATIONS.
|For last Gve dscal yeors snly }

July 5 1012 mn e ST T $2

Blitr 4 113 oo mmmmm s m 4 m S S e ST T T
Ocr. 26, 1012, cuntribuled by local INEEFesiSemuarormomemm e

July 1. 1014 balance NNEXPRIHIE o marm o mm o
July 1, 1015, balapce UAEEPRAGEL oo e mm e

16. SARASOTA BAY. FLA. x

Tocation——Sarasota Buy 15 a shallow sound on the west coast_6:
{he peninsula of Floiida, separated from the Gulf of Mexico by
chain of low sand keys. At its northern end it connects with th
couthern extremity of Tampa Bay. (See U. 8. Coast and (Geodetig

Bay, a smalier sound immediately to the southward.
Original condi

the gulf. Little Sarasota Bay is about 10 miles long and from 300
foet to three-quarters mile wide, with depths vaiying from 1 to'd
feot. Tt is connected with Sarasota Bay by n narrow waterway.

about 3 miles in length. formerly known as ‘ The Mangroves.” LDEr

entire waterway is obstructed by ovster bars, sand flats, and some

Lowlders. DBefore improvement the minimum usable depth in thed

channel in Sarasota Bay was 3 feet ut mean low water, except in two,
reaches aggregating 3400 feet in length. where the depth was fromg

£

35 to 4.3 feet. In little Sarasota Bay the usable depth was not over mf
1 or 2 feet, while the channel between the two bays was dry ab loWads

1

witer
Previous projects—XNone. :
Present project-—This project was adopted in part by Congre
in the river and harbor act of September 19, 1590, and is based ond

lans and estimates presented in 1eport of Capt. W. M Black, Corpsgs

P ]
of Engineers, dated November 27, 1859 (H Ex.Doc No. 61,51st Conga
lst sess). The project presented by Captain Black contemplated,

2 channel 3 feet deep at mean Jow watel and 100 feet wide glgoggeb
3 fecbldh

therdh

Qarasota Bay from Tampa Buy to the town of Sarasota, an
deep and 75 feet wide from Saiasota to Casevs Pass, at the sou
extremity of Little Sarasota Bay, the improvement to be effected DY:

dredging, at an estimated cost of $37,500. Only that part of theR

: dis
Survey chart No. 16) The improvement includes Little Snrasqt&
-(‘

. . . " : e
tion—Sarasota Bay is about 20 miles long and fromies

one-half mile to 3 miles wide, The natural depth varies from 4 to 1365
feet, with deeper channels near the passes connecting the bay ‘mt%

hi 3

project fiom Tampa Bay to Sarasota was adopted by the act of
Geptember 19, 1890, The estimated cost of the worle required was
10,500 incrensed in September, 1892, to $17,500. By the river and
harbor act of June 3, 1896, the extension of the improvement to
Caseys Pass was authorized. The cost of the entire woilk was then
estimated at $35,000. By the river and harbor act of March 2, 1907,
{he imptovement was extended to Venice, about 2 miles east of Caseys
Pass, at the head of a small cound called Dona Bay. To cover the
pew work the estimated cost was increased to $70,000, and in June,
1911, it was againincreased to $95,000. The project as modified
provides for a channel 100 feet wide and 5 feet deep at mean low
water through Sarasota Bay from Tampa Bay to Sarasota and 75
feet wide and 3 feet deep at mean low water through Little Sarasota
Bay fiom Sarasota to ‘Venice‘ The estimated cost of the work is
295,000, The length of the section included in the project is about 38
miles. The tidal variation is 15 feet.

O perations and results prior to the fiscal year.—Channels 100 feet
wide and 3 feet deep at mean low water were dredged through ob-
structing bars and shoals in Sarasota Bay, completing the project
channel not less than 160 feet wide and 5 feet deep from Tampa Bay
to Sarasota. Channels 3 feet deep at mean jow water, and from 18
to 58 feet wide. averaging 50 feet, were dredged through bars and
choals between Sarasota and Venice. The total expenditure in this
work was $97.589.20, of which $75,677.87 was for original work and
$21,911.33 was for maintenance

O perations and results during the fiscal year —There were no field
operations during the vear. The expenditures were in part payment
for U. S. diedwe Sarasofa and outhit, and for contingencies. The
amount expended during the fiscal vear was $T,047.43, all of which
is chargeable to work of maintenance.

Condition at end of fiscal year—The project is about 85 per cent
completed. DBuikhead cut, at the entrance from Tampa Bay, and
Long Bar cut. in Sarasota Bay, remain in good condition, affording
the full project depth and width. Longboat cut, in Sarasota Bay. is
shoal, attording only 3 feet. This cut, however, is not now in use.
but the boats ate using the natural channel by way of the upper end
of Long Key, in order to touch at Jandings on the key. In this chan-
nel there are scattered bowlders and rocls, which are dangerous, ex-
cept to navigators thoroughly familinr with the channel. In Little
Sarasota Bav the dredged cuts remain in good condition with an
available depth of about 3 feet. The maximum draft that can be
carried over the shoalest part of the improvement is & feet from
Tampa Bay to Sarasota, 3 feet to Caseys Pass. and 3 feet to Venice.
The total expenditure under the present project, to June 30, 1015,
has been $103.236.63, of which $75,677.87 was for original worl and
$20.558.76 was for maintenance.

Local cooperation—None 15 required by the appron Aation act
Local parties have built wharves, some of considerable length, to
take advantage of the improvement, and these are commonly open
to gencral use of the community.

Efect of i-mpm:;cment,—'i'his improvement has coptributed ma-
terially to the development of the Sarasota Bay region by making a

regular transpottation service possible, and by reducing the cost ol

BOTC NG 1915 ——dd



AT d——————

A XEE | I T

e

i L el

Vo

T P

674 REPORL OF CLHE CHIEF OF ENCGINEERS, U. 8. AlMY,

transportation to the markets. Before the railroad entered the
territory the water route was the only means of communication with
the supply and distribution centers. The entrance of the railroad has”
lessened the importance of the water route. but its existence has i{eptﬂ'
freight rates 25 to 50 per cent below what they would probably have:
been without it. ) _ _
Proposed operations—Available funds are believed to be suffi- h*
cient to complete the improvement and to maintain zt.dm‘mg tlie fiscal 20
vear ending June 30, 1916, "The following estimuate for the fiscal year
1917 is submitted: :
Tor operntion of T § dredge Sarasola and other plant, for maintenance L
LSRRI RO 11 LT SRR E PP RREEE RS S S 52, 599‘,\&
Commercial statistics—The water-borne commerce on the water-e
way during the ealendar year 1914 amounted to 10,574 tons, valued
at $526,016, consisting of fish, gasoline, ice, lumber, and m\sccllnneoq5
articles. The extension of the railroad in the Sarasota Bay country
has materially affected the volume of boat traffic. "

Comparative statement

Year Tons

- 24462 | $1,309,605
B e 17.947 ;
1031 10,574

1914 ™

Financial summary.

Amount expended on all projects to June 30, 15
INEW WO K o o oo o mm e s B
Malntennnce

TEDEI] o e e e o s o e e e Y e e 103,
Amount expended durlng fiseal year endiong June 30 l 1913 1014
Now work... ... S0, M
Aaintennneo.. ... PR BN
ATPROPRIATIONS
[For lust lve fiscal years oniy} , o
TUIE 05 T oo e e $13. (}08- 38‘
. . L LB e o v o A o e 1 e 13, 000, O i
Juiy 1, 1914, balance unespended. o oo oo o 27, 48
June 0. 1015, amount expended during fiscal year, fov maintenance

OF IIIPE OV EIDEITL L Lo o m mmsem = = o oo s = e e = T,
Inly 1, 1915, bulanee unespeided oo e

Amount that ean be profitably expended in fiscal year ending June
30, 1937, fuy maingennnce of INprovemento o eee e cmm o —— Z

17 MANATEE RIVER, FLA.

sy
{4

Location—This river rises in the northeastern part of Mnrfiintgg,'
County, in the westein pait of the peninsula of Florida, and flowWsg

o
3 H = H - ar (4D
westwardly, emptying into Tampa Bay at its southern end nea the:

1 Byclusive of the Balanve socxpeuded Fuly 1, 1915

%

RIVER AND FFARBOR IMPROVEMENTS, 675

entrance. {See U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey chart No. 17.} Its
total length is about 50 miles. The section under improvement ex-
tends from the mouth to Rye, a distance of 22 miles

Original condition——For the Arst 12 miles above the mouth the
river 1s a tidal estuary from one-half mile to 1 mile in width. From
the head of this estuary to IRiyve the width decreases from about 600
feet to about 80 feet. The entrance is obstructed by sand fiats and
bars Before improvement the depth over the bar at the entrance was
frons 7 to 8 feet at mean low water. Inside the estuary the general
depths varied from 7T to 20 feet to as little as 3 feet near the upper
end. Above the estuary the depths ranged from 13 to 14 feet. The
limiting depths were T to 8 feet over the bar; 6 to 7 feet to Palmetto,
T miles above the mouth; 3 to 3 feet to Manatee, 81 miles above the
mouth; and 14 feet to Rye, 22 miles above the mouth, The head of
navigation is the bridge at Mitchelsville, 2 miles above Rye, and
the length of the navigable portion is 24 miles.

Previous projects—The first project providing for a channel 100
feet wide and 13 feet deep over the bar, and up the estuary as far
ag Shaws and McNeills Points, was inaugurated in the river and
harbor act of August 2, 1882, A madification of this project provid-
ing for an 8-foot channel to Rocky Bluff (later limited to Manatee),
was approved by the Secretary of War on December 15. 1886. A
further modification, providing for a cut-off into Terra Ceia Bay,
was ndopted by the river and harbor act approved June 3. 1896 For
scope of previous projects, see Appendix, page 1820, The amount
expended on nll projects prior to the commencement of operations
under the present project was $69,350 80. of which $33.707 60 was for
original work and $15.643.20 was for maintenance.

Present project—The present project was adopted by Congress in
the river and harbor nct of March 3. 1005, and iz based on plans and
estimates printed in House Document No. 117, Fiftv-eighth Congress,
second] gession.  The project contempiutes the continuance of the im-
provement of the river under the project then in force and its exten-

‘sion to provide a channel 100 feet wide and 9 feet deep from Me-

Neills Point to Rocky Bluft, a distance of 8 miles. and 75 feet wide
and ¢ feet deep from Rocky Blufl to Rye (Brownings Landing), a
distance of 10§ miles. The former projects, thus continued in force,
provide for a channel 100 feet wide and 13 feet deep from Tampa
Bay to McNeills Point, o distance of 4} miles. and for a cut-oft 100
feet wide and 6 feet deep from the river into Terra Ceia Bay, a dis-
tance of 0.66 mile. The plane of reference is mean low water in the

lewer piver and mean low stuge in the upper. nontidal poition. The
“Improvement is to be effected by dredging obstructing shasls The

estimated cost of the new work proposed was £33.710, and the total
cost of the imprevement, including the old piojects continuned. was

‘estimated, in 1905, ot $140.052. No approved estimate of cost of

Mmaintenance has been made. but maintenance is now estimated at
$3,000 per annum.  The length of the section included in the project
Is 22 miles in the river and 0.66 mile in the Terra Ceta cut-off.  The
bidal varintion is 16 feet at the entrance, 1.3 feet at Rocky Blndt
113 miles above the mouth), and is pereeptible at Rve (22 miles
290ve the mouth} at times of low water in the upper river. The
‘“il.'“fttmn in water surface in the upper river due to freshets is about
ect,
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APPROPRIATIONS o
G
[For last five tsead yeors only } ,'y%b
Tuly 25, 10120 mremm e mmmmm e 20, 000, O
July 2, 4042 oo I e Sk
_________ , 000,
July 1, 1015, balance UNEXPENUE - o mrm s — o _m
July 1, 1916, halance unespended. o oovomo o
Tuly 1, 1916, outstanding lmblhties_____,__-_u-_-_w:::::::__ 5 4%233
“rggs
July 1, 1016 balance AFAHADIE. oo nvoomoremm s oo e 8. 400, 95"
CONIRINUTED FUNDS J:,x
his
Amount expended on all ptojects to Tute 30, 1916: T.‘.I
$15, 5405
3
A\uiountcxpcndcd turing fiscal yoeor ending June 30 l 1014 1015 l ;gm-{?.,-
4

New work..
Malntenpnce

e 1 7
APPIOPRLATIONS. ;‘
{For last five fisenl years oaly.] J’{'
Out. 6, 1912, contributed by 10001 TLEIRSES e mem o e = $20, ()(}0,'8'()
July 1. 1915, balance UBETPRNARA - oo o mmm e i mmm o m i 4 45048
Tuly 1. 1916, baliance upexpended. . o cowscmoum oo 4’ 459, 49
B
CONSULIDATED o
t‘L?rr
Amount expended en nll projects to June 80, 1916 g
NBYE W OUK - oo mm e i i T T 2= ' 8187 125.55
VLRI EQIICR - o rm o o mm i i RIS
B
Amount expended during fseal year ending June 30 1 1914 1915 1915‘%
3
N |- |
Notttanee el T
i
APPROPRIATIONS. : T"'p!’,?;
[For last five fiscal years oniy.l o
Gy 95, 1918 momommmm oz mm T $20, 000.00
Oot 96, 1012, contributed by Jocal IREIEStS—owocomwmmm o mmmmmmm 20, 000 09,
RIAE. & 1018 oo T TS T T 4, 0001
- M
Tuly 1. 1015, balance uneXpEnded. oomomnmmwsssoommsosesmmen T 12, §74. 59
Tuly 1, 1016, balance upexpented. oo ao—o——rooomeomsemmmoem T 12, 874
July 1, 1916, outstanding HaDILIES. o cowmmmos oo = 14. 00,
July 1, 1916, balance aVAIRADIE.memmmoemmrmscam e 12, 860 ‘?5;1

: Iperensed by expenditure of $6.080, previously car s Che por oid
Caloosnbatches River from Puntariss to Iiun;n Gbé:;'dufﬂ”md as Cuarlotte HoX '
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16 SARASOTA BAY. FIA

Location and descrz'ptim.w—-Sarusota Bayisa challow sound on the
west coast of the peninsulia of Florida, separsted from the Gulf of
Mexico by 2 chain of low sand keys. ‘At its northern end it connects
witls the southern extremity of Tampsa Bay. (See U. 3. Coast and
Geodetic Survey chart No. 16.) The improvement includes Little
garasota Bay, a smaller sound immediately to the southward. Sara-
cotn Bay is about 20 miles long and from one-half to 3 miles wide.
Little Sarasota Bay is about 10 miles long and from 300 feet to three-
qarters mile wide. It is connected with Sarasota Bay by a narrow
waterway about 3 miles in length, known as “ The Mangroyes.”

Original condition—The natural depth in Sarasota Bay varies
from 4 to 12 feet, and in Little Sarasota Bay from 1 to 5 feet, The
entire waterway 1s obstructed by oyster bais, sand flats, and some
bowlders. Before improvement the minimun usable depth in the
channel in Sarasota Bay was 5 feet ot mean low water, except in two
reaches aggregating 5,400 feet in length, where the depth was from
5.5 to 4.3 feet. In Tittle Sarasota Bay the usable depth was not over
1 or 2 feet, while the channel between the two bays was dry at low
water. The mean range of tide is 1.5 feet.

Previous projects—one.

Eaisting project—The existing project was adopted in part Ly the
river and harbor act of September 19, 1890, which provided for a
channel 5 feet deep from Tampa Bay to Sarasota. {H. Doc. No. 61.
51st Cong., lst sess, and Annual Report for 1890, p. 1615.) It
was modified by the river and harbor act of June 3, 1896, which
extended the Improvement to Caseys Pass, at the lower end of
Tittle Sarasota Bay, the depth of the extension being fixed at 3
feet. It was further modified by the rhver and harbor act of
March 2, 1907, which extended the 3-foot channel to Venice. As
modified, the project provides for 2 channel 100 feet wide and B
feet deep at mean low watel from Tampa Bay through Sarasota Bay
to Sarasota and 75 feet wide and 3 feet deep at mean low water
through Little Sarasota Bay to Venice. The improvement is to be
effected by dredging through shoals. The originally estimated cost
was $37,500 for the work from Tampa Bay to Sarasota, increased to
$55,000 to cover the extension to Caseys Pass, and to 510,000 to cover
the extension to Venice. In 1911 the estimate was again incrensed to
$95,000. The length of the section covered by the project is 38 miles.
Tha mean tidal variation is 1.5 feet. Tor Tatest published map see
House Document No. 544, Sixty-third Congress, second session.

Operations and results during the fiscal yerzr.-»—Examinﬁtions of
the channel were made and tide gauges were established and read.
Part of the cost of care and repair of the dredge Sarasota Was
charged to this improvement. The amount expended in this inci-
dento] work was $1,618.55, chargeable fo maintenance

Condition at the end of the fiscal year.—Lhe project is about 85
?er cent completed. Channels 100 feet wide and 5 feet deep nt mean
ow water have been dredged through shoals in Sarasota Bay, cOm-
Ph‘{lmg the project to Sarnsota. Channels 3 feet deep and from 18
to 58 feet wide, averaging 50 feet, have been dredged in Little Sara-
sota Bav. To complete the project the channels in Little Sarasota
Bay must be widened to 75 feet. The controlling depth at mean low
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Water is 5 féet from Tumpa Bay to Saragota, and 23 feet to Venice®
At extrome low tides of winter these deplhs are odueed 1 foot ik
The total expenditure under the esisting project has been ‘.{310(5;1:
§53.18, of which $75,677.87 was for new work, and $31,175.81 wag
for maintenance. ‘ )y

Local cooperation—-None. i

Ejfect of improvement—This improvement has contributed matel
rially to the development of the Sarasota Bay region by malking
a regular transportation service possible, and by reducing the cost

Amount gxpended during hseal year ending June 30 LR \ 195 i
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Apintenanee.

APPROPRIATIONS

| For last dve fsenl years ounly ]

.. $13.000 00

of transportation to the markets. The entrance of the raliroad int] B Mar 4. 1 13. 000 00

. ' [} \. ! L
this territory has lessened the importance of the water route, byl BE July 27 275000
its existence has kept freight rates 25 to 50 per cent below what theyld L 1915, balance MNESPEAE oo oo 19 806 19
“'O;Id pm(lgnbly have beexi_ W 1{3}101& it. bl a1 b e q"\]][:(} 30, 1916 amount expemled during fiscal year for mainfenance »
roposed operations.—IUBUS NOW available will be applied Q% e 1. 616 5%
dredging and removal of bowlders, for maintenance, as required . - ended 16,189 57
and to widening the channels in Little Sarasota Bay when the need! July L. f,?llf) i’;‘tl;‘t‘,:‘iﬁli:i’,ﬁ“;\igﬁ;{iﬁeﬁs"_i“_:"_'_“_:“_::‘_"_”_:'_'_:“_‘_“_::'_::'_ " 100 o0
of commerce require this to be done. The work will be done by July 1. 1916 anding 7
' 17.789 57

hired labor with the U S dredge Sarasota and attendant plant;

At present the width of the channel in Little Sarasota Bay is suflizh
cient for the small commerce carried by the boats that use the lights
draft channel provided. Pending an increase in the commerce, ol
the placing of larger boais on the run. no work that can not be éoﬁﬁ
with the funds available is contemplated. and no estimate for addi
tional funds is submitted. ' 11

Recommended modifications of project—0n March 18, 1914, the
Chief of Engineers recommended further improvement to the exy
tent of providing and maintaining a channel 100 feet wide and i}
feet deep at mean low water from Tampa Bay to Sarasota, atTant
sstimated cost of $92.000. with 23,000 annually for maintenan ik
(See H Doc No St 63d Cong ., 2d sess ) )

Commerecial statistics~——1he water commerce for the calendnr yeoy
1915 consisted of fish fruit and vegetables, gasoline, ice, plants an
shrubs, and miscellaneous merchandise. The tonnage for the yeaj
amounted to 8,354 tons, valued at $585.088. a teduction {rom thex
tonnage of the previous year of 28.6 per cent. The water-borne coIf;
merce of this locality has been steadily declining for some vearsi;
The trafie is handled in light-draft steamers and
and from Tampa. '

Juiy 1. 1916 balance A HADIE orcm o ST T RS
Amount appmpriuted by river aml horbor act approved July =i

LG e e s ez SR ST TS T T T

Balenee avallable for fiscal year ending Tune 30, 1917 ccmammmm = 99, 180 57

2, 500. 00

17 MANATEDE RIVER, FLA.

Location and description —This river rizes in the western part of
. the peninsula of Florida and flows westwardly, emptyving into Tn}npn
. Bay at its southern end and near the entrance (See U. 8. Coast
- and Geodetic Survey charts Xos. 16 and 17.) Its total length 1s

.about 15 miles. For the first 12 miles above tlie mouth the river 15 2
tidal estuary from one-hatf mile to 1 mile in width. From the head
of this estunrv to Bye 22 miles above the mouth, the }Tid.th de-
‘creases from about (00 feet to about 80 feet. The 1iver 1s tidal as
far as Rye {22 miles}. Above Rve the fall is slight and the current
is moderate. The drainage aied ‘s nbout 436 square miles.

Original condition.—Defore improvement the depth over the bar
7> at the entrance was $rom 7 to § feet at mean low water Inside the
% estuary the general depths varied from T to 20 feet fo as little as
-3 fect near the upper end. Above the estuary the depths ranged
7 from 1} to 14 feet. The limiting depths were 7 to § feet over the
* bar: 6 fo 7 feet to Palmetto, 53 miles above the mouth: 3 to 3 feet to
Manatee, T3 miles above the mouth: and 1% feet to Rye, 22 miles
ahove the mouth. The head of navigation is the bridge at Mitchell-
ville, 2 miles above Rye. and the length of the navigable portion 15

e

Comparalive gtatement.

Calendar year

m o : 9»:: Iﬁiies‘ The range of tide is 1.6 feet at the mouth and is perceptible
105 e &L huye. ‘

Previous projects ——None- _ i

Ewisting project~—The existing project was adopted 1n part by
Pi‘@ river ynd harbor act of August 2. 1882, which provi__dzgd for the
improvement of the enirance from Tampa Bay te )Ic)}ellls Point.
(See Annual Repoit for 1852. 1. 1319 ) It was modified by the

Financtal semmary

Amount expended vn all prajects to June 200 1916+
NEW  WOUK o oo o s mm o mm e m e ST «
LR IIEEDRTCE - oo oo o o mmo o i T 31,175.8

__,.-———ﬂ:""’»"
O R 100, 833 18

river and harbor act of June 3, 1598, which provided for a cut-off



