BIOSWALES
Bioswales are shallow vegetated landscape areas with gently sloped sides designed to capture, convey and temporarily
store rainfall. Bioswales mimic important functions of the natural environment by using a combination of gravel, soils,
mulch and plants to promote: 1) recapture of eroded sediments; 2) reduction of stormwater volume by percolation into the
soil, evaporation or uptake by plants; 3) uptake of nutrients like nitrogen and phosphorus by plants; and 4) natural
breakdown of bacteria and pesticides.

861,000,000,000 gallons of rainwater fall on

Sarasota County each year. Where natural landscapes are
hardened by development, rainstorms can wash landscape
debris, eroded soils, fertilizer-based nutrients, pesticides and
bacteria off the landscape and into our waterways. There, it

can trigger harmful algae blooms, damage seagrass, kill fish
and other aquatic life and endanger human health.
Bioswales are an attractive, effective, low-cost solution for
stormwater and water quality management.

Top A bioswale in front of the Marathon station on Fruitville Road captures and filters runoff. Above A variety of Florida friendly plants can be used in bioswales
including muhly grass, common tickseed, blue flag iris and sunshine mimosa.

Honore Avenue hosts a
series of connected
bioswales that capture
runoff from roadways and
adjacent neighborhoods.
These bioswales reduce
the amount of sediment
and pollution entering
Phillippi Creek.

Brother Geenen was
transformed from an ugly
ditch into an attractive
greenway, creating a
pedestrian and bike
friendly habitat corridor.
These bioswales capture
stormwater from the
Laurel Park neighborhood
and US 301, preventing it
from entering Hudson
Bayou and Sarasota Bay.

BEFORE

AFTER

Ringling Boulevard
features a network of
interconnected bioswales
designed to intercept
downtown stormwater
pollution before it reaches
the bayfront. These
bioswales reduce nutrient
pollution and the volume
of freshwater entering
Sarasota Bay, improving
habitat for fish, scallops
and oysters.

For more information about bioswales, contact Sarasota County Government or our partners:

941/861-5000
http://sarasota.ifas.ufl.edu

941/955-8085
www.sarasotabay.org

Over the past year, Sarasota County has worked

diligently to develop a fertilizer and landscape
management code that will reduce nutrient
pollution flowing into our bays. Numerous
stakeholder meetings were held with combined
groups of citizens, environmentalists, state and
local government staff and landscape
maintenance professionals. The final product is
the Sarasota County Fertilizer and Landscape
Management Code, Ordinance No. 2007-062.
(Go to scgov.net to view a complete copy of the ordinance).

Things to look for in your
lawn maintenance company
Do they...
•

Display the required BMP Training Certification
Decal on their equipment? (required after
March 3, 2008)

•

Use a minimum 50% slow-release nitrogen
fertilizer product?

•

Apply no more than the maximum allowable
amounts of nitrogen and phosphorus?

•

Use a deflector shield on all broadcast fertilizer
spreaders?

•

Remove grass clippings from the roadway,
storm drains and ditches?

•

Promote the benefits of a low maintenance
zone around water bodies?

•

Maintain a 10’ fertilizer-free zone around water
bodies and wetlands?

What you need to know about

Sarasota County’s

Fertilizer &
Landscape
Management
Code

Questions? Contact the
Sarasota County Call Center at 941-861-5000.

EN0364h_07

Ordinance No. 2007-062

Post this information near your landscaping
equipment to remind you to “do the right thing”
in your landscaping practices. START TODAY!

Highlights of the code are listed here to
help you make a difference in your own
neighborhood in protecting and preserving
our spectacular water playground.

Fertilizer Do’s & Don’ts:
Fertilizer-free Zone:

Restricted Season

Low-Maintenance Zone:

Phosphorus Applications

No fertilizer may be applied to impervious (non-porous)
surfaces, and any spillage must be removed. Fertilizer may
not be applied within 10 feet of any water body or wetland.
A six-foot low-maintenance zone of landscape plants
appropriate to preventing fertilizer runoff is recommended
for any water body or wetland.

No fertilizer containing nitrogen or phosphorus shall be
applied to turf or landscape plants between June 1-Sept. 30
of each year.
Shall not exceed 0.25 pounds per 1,000 square feet at each
application, and shall not exceed a total of 0.5 pounds per
1,000 square feet per year.

Nitrogen Applications

Landscape Example For Homes
On Stormwater Ponds

What To Look For On Your Fertilizer Label
% of Total N as Slow-Release Nitrogen (SRN) =
7    x 100 = 50%
14
(Meets 50% SRN Sarasota County Requirement)

GUARANTEED ANALYSIS

  Phosphate P2O5

Total nitrogen (N)..............................14.00 %
14.45% Urea Nirtogen (N)*
Soluble Potash (K20)...........................26.00 %
Sulfur (S) Total.....................................19.70 %
10.50% Free sulfur (S)
9.20% Combined sulfur (S)
Iron (Fe) Total.......................................0.96 %
0.19% Water Soluble Iron (Fe)
Manganese (Mn) Total...........................0.48 %
0.1% Water Soluble Manganese (Mn)
Derived from: Polymer Coated Sulfur Coated
Urea, Sulfate of Potash, Iron Oxide, Manganese
Oxide.

            Potash K2O

Chlorine (Cl) Max.................................2.00%

10ft Fertilizer-free
Zone

10ft
Fertilizer-free
Zone

6ft Low
Maintenance
Zone

Nitrogen N

*7.00% Slowly Available Urea Nitrogen from
Polymer Coated Sulfur Coated Urea.

Nitrogen fertilizer must contain at least 50 percent slowrelease nitrogen. No more than four pounds of nitrogen
per 1,000 square feet may be applied to turf or landscape
plants each year.
NOTE: State of Florida regulations allow a maximum of 0.7 pounds of
readily available (soluble) or 1 pound of total nitrogen per 1,000
square feet may be applied at any one time to turf.

Deflector Shields

A deflector shield is required on all broadcast spreaders to
prevent fertilizer from being applied within 10 feet of any
water body or wetland.

Grass Clippings

No grass clippings, vegetative material or vegetative debris
may be deposited in stormwater drains, ditches,
conveyances, water bodies or roadways.

Commercial and Institutional Fertilizer Applicators

All applicators of fertilizer (except homeowners on their
own property) must receive training and certification in a
Sarasota County-approved Best Management Practices
(BMP) training program.

Enforcement

Enforcement actions will take place through the use of
county Code Enforcement procedures or civil penalties.

Earth Shaping to Prevent Runoff

Shoreline Buffer Zone Alternatives
Sarasota County Fertilizer and Landscape
Management Code, Ordinance 2007-062
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Living on the water’s edge is a beautiful and
special place to live. This brochure provides a
landscape example with a sampling of plants that
could be used in the required (10 feet ) fertilizer
free zone and (6 feet or greater) recommended
low maintenance (no irrigation or fertilizer after
establishment) vegetated buffer zone along the
waterfront. These plants may be used as an
alternative to or in combination with an existing
turf grass buffer. The plants were selected as
an example to provide an attractive, drought
tolerant, bay-friendly, commercially available way
to beautify the landscape while controlling erosion
and reducing the amount of nutrients, fertilizer and
pesticides entering our waterways.
Remember, no matter where you live, your yard
is connected to the bay and Gulf through a series
of ponds, canals and creeks.
For more information on additional shoreline
plants or regulations, contact
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program
www.sarasotabay.org     
941.955.8085
Florida Native Plant Society
www.fnps.org
321.271.6702
Florida Yards & Neighborhoods
www.Florida Yards.org
941.861.5000
Association of Native Plant Nurseries   
www.afnn.org
877.352.2366
Sarasota County
www.scgov.net           
941.861.5000
UF/IFAS Sarasota County Extension Service                     
http://sarasota.extension.ufl.edu
941.861.5000
Southwest Florida Water Management District     
www.WaterMatters.org
352.796.7211
Florida Wildflower Foundation  
www.floridawildflowercouncil.org 407.353.6164

RAIN GARDEN
INFILTRATION
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SARASOTA BAY
SARASOTA BAY

ESTUARY PROGRAM
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WATER
6 FT. vegetated
BUFFER ZONE
10 FT. fertilizer free zone from the water’s edge
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Low Maintenance
Landscaping
Along Stormwater Ponds

PLANT CATEGORIES — Low Maintenance Plants for Landscaping the Buffer Zone Along Your Shoreline

AQUATIC

Alligator flag
Thalia geniculata

Dixie Iris
Iris hexagona

Duck potato
Sagittaria lancifolia

Pickerel weed
Pontederia cordata

White pond lily
Nymphaea odorata

6´- 9´ ht. x 6´- 9´w.

4´ ht. x 3´- 5´w.

4´ ht. x 4´w.

3.5´ ht. x 3.5´w.

1´- 6´ ht. x 4´- 6´w.

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

GRASSES & RUSHES Cordgrass

Spartina bakeri

Fakahatchee grass
Tripsacum dactyloides

Muhly grass
Muhlenbergia capillaris

Soft rush
Juncus effusus

4´- 6´ ht. x 4´- 6´w.

5´ ht. x 4´ w.

3´ ht. x 3´ w.

3´ ht. x 3´w.

Soft stem bulrush
Schoenoplectus
tabernaemontani
8´ ht., spreads

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

GROUNDCOVERS

Frog flower
(Matchstick)
Phyla nodiflora

Perennial peanut
Arachis glabrata

Not Native -Turf replacement

Turf Replacement

1˝- 4˝ ht., spreads

1˝- 3˝ ht., spreads

1˝- 3˝ ht., spreads

Sunshine mimosa
Mimosa strigillosa

Blue eyed grass
Sisyrinchium
angustifolium
2´ ht. x 1´-2´w.

Bacopa
Bacopa spp.
2´ ht. x 1´-2´w.
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WILDFLOWERS

Tropical sage
Salvia coccinea
1´- 2´ ht.

Black-eyed susan
Rudbeckia hirta or
Rudbeckia nitida
3´ ht. x 3´ w.

Blanket flower
Gaillardia pulchella

Common tickseed
Coreopsis leavenworthii

Milkweed
Asclepias spp.

1´ ht. x 2´- 3´ w.

1´- 3´ ht. x 1´- 3´ w.

2´- 4´ ht. x 1´ w.
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SMALL SHRUBS

Beautyberry
Callicarpa americana

Coontie
Zamia floridana

Swamp Hibiscus
Hibiscus coccineus

Spider lily
Hymenocallis palmeri

Wild coffee
Psychotria nervosa

4´- 6´ ht. x 4´- 6´ w.

2´- 4´ ht. x 2´- 4´ w.

7´ ht.

3´ ht. x 3´ w.

4´- 10´ ht. x 4´- 6´ w.
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LARGE SHRUBS

Buttonbush
Cephalanthus
occidentalis
20´ ht. x 10´ w.

Giant leather fern
Acrostichum danaeifolium

Firebush
Hamelia patens

Walter’s viburnum
Viburnum obovatum

Wax myrtle
Myrica cerifera

12´ ht. x 12´ w.

5´- 15´ ht.

12´- 20´ ht.

25´ ht. x 10´ w.
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TREES & PALMS

Cabbage palm
Sabal palmetto

Cypress
Taxodium distichum

Dahoon holly
Ilex cassine

Red maple
Acer rubrum

Sweet bay magnolia
Magnolia virginiana

15´- 60´ ht.

45´- 130´ ht.

30´ ht.

35´- 90´ ht.

40´- 60´ ht.
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KEY TO SYMBOLS:

SOIL MOISTURE:
			
SUN LIGHT:
			
Dry
Wet Sometimes Wet All the Time
Full
Partial
Shade
		

ATTRACTS WILDLIFE:

ATTRACTS BUTTERFLIES:

POND LIFE:

Earth Shaping to Prevent Runoff

Shoreline Landscaping Alternatives
Sarasota County Fertilizer and
Landscape Management Code,
Ordinance 2007-062
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Living on the water’s edge is a beautiful and
special place to live. This brochure provides
a landscaping example with a sampling of
plants that could be used in the required (10
feet ) fertilizer free zone and (6 feet or greater)
recommended low maintenance (no irrigation or
fertilizer after establishment) vegetated buffer
zone along the bayfront. These plants may be
used as an alternative to or in combination with
an existing turf grass buffer. The plants were
selected as an example to provide an attractive,
salt-tolerant, bay-friendly, commercially available
way to beautify the landscape while controlling
erosion and reducing the amount of nutrients,
fertilizer and pesticides entering our bays.
Remember to protect and encourage the
establishment of mangroves seaward of your seawall.
For more information on additional shoreline
plants or where to obtain them, contact
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program
www.sarasotabay.org
941.955.8085
Florida Native Plant Society
www.fnps.org
321.271.6702
FloridaYards & Neighborhoods
www.FloridaYards.org
941.861.5000
Association of Native Plant Nurseries
www.afnn.org
877.352.2366
Sarasota County
www.scgov.net
941.861.5000
UF/IFAS Sarasota County Extension Service
http://sarasota.extension.ufl.edu 941.861.5000
Southwest Florida Water
Management District
www.WaterMatters.org
352.796.7211

A Homeowner’s Guide to
Low Maintenance Landscaping
Along Seawalls,
Bayfronts and Canals

SARASOTA BAY
SARASOTA BAY
ESTUARY PROGRAM

RAIN GARDEN
INFILTRATION
AREAS

TREES & PALMS

SMALL SHRUBS

WILDFLOWERS

LARGE SHRUBS

GRASSES

GROUNDCOVERS

ESTUARY PROGRAM
111 S. Orange Ave., Sarasota, FL 34236
www.sarasotabay.org . 941.955.8085
Sponsored in part by the
Manasota Basin Board of the
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PLANT CATEGORIES — Low Maintenance Plants for Landscaping Along Your Seawall
Cabbage palm
Sabal palmetto

Florida thatch palm
Thrinax radiata

Gumbo limbo
Bursera simaruba

Seagrape
Coccoloba uvifera

Southern red cedar
Juniperus virginiana

40´ ht.

20´ ht.

30´- 60´ ht.

35´ ht.

30´ ht.

H

H

H

H

H

Coco plum
Chrysobalanus icaco

Florida privet
Forestiera segregata

Firebush
Hamelia patens

Simpson stopper
Myrcianthes fragrans

15´ ht.

10´ ht.

5´- 15´ ht.

Silver buttonwood
Conocarpus erecta
var. sericea
20´ ht.

H

H

L

H

H

Beautyberry
Callicarpa americana

Coontie
Zamia floridana

Saw palmetto
Serenoa repens

Wild coffee
Psychotria nervosa

4´- 6´ ht. x 4´- 6´ w.

2´- 4´ ht. x 3´- 4´ w.

Necklace pod
Sophora tomentosa
var. truncata
6´ ht. x 6´ w.

6´- 10´ ht. x 6´- 10´ w.

4´- 10´ ht. x 4´- 6´ w.

L

H

H

H

L

Beach sunflower
Helianthus debilis
ssp. vestitus
1´ ht. x 3´- 4´ w.

Blanket flower
Gaillardia pulchella

Seaside goldenrod
Solidago sempervirens

Sea oxeye daisy
Borrichia frutescens

Tropical sage
Salvia coccinea

1´ ht. x 2´- 3´ w.

3´- 4´ ht. x 1´ w.

2´- 3´ ht. x 2´- 3´ w.

1´- 2´ ht.

H

M

M-H

H

L

Tampa verbena
Glandularia tampensis

Golden creeper
Ernodea littoralis

Perennial peanut
Arachis glabrata

Sunshine mimosa
Mimosa strigillosa

6˝- 8˝ ht. x 24˝ w.

1´- 3´ ht. x 4´- 6´ w.

6˝ ht.

Sea purslane
Sesuvium
portulacastrum
6˝- 12˝ ht.

M

H

L-M

H

L-M

Cordgrass
Spartina bakeri

Elliot’s lovegrass
Eragrostis elliotti

Dwarf Fakahatchee
Tripsacum floridanum

Muhly grass
Muhlenbergia capillaris

Beach panicum
Panicum amarum

2´- 5´ ht. x 2´- 6´w.

1´- 2´ ht. x 1´- 2´ w.

4´- 6´ ht. x 4´- 6´ w.

1´- 4´ ht. x 1´- 4´ w.

1´- 5´ ht. x 1´- 5´ w.

H

L

L-M

M

H

Coral honeysuckle
Lonicera sempervirens

Maypop passion vine
Passiflora incarnata

Railroad vine
Ipomoea pes-caprae

Skyblue clustervine
Jacquemontia
pentanthos

Wild allamanda
Pentalinon luteum

L-M

M

H

M

H
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TREES & PALMS

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

LARGE SHRUBS

6´- 20´ ht.
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SMALL SHRUBS
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WILDFLOWERS
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GROUNDCOVERS

Not Native -Turf replacement

Turf Replacement

6˝- 9˝ ht. x 10´ w.
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GRASSES
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VINES

Do not confuse with
Yellow mandevilla
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KEY TO SYMBOLS:
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SOIL MOISTURE:
Dry (well drained)

Moist

Wet

SUN LIGHT:
			
Full
Partial
Shade

SALT SPRAY TOLERANCE: 		
L = Low M = Medium H = High

ATTRACTS BIRDS:		

ATTRACTS BUTTERFLIES:
12/7/07 11:49:35 AM

Pet waste can be a major contributor to
bacterial pollution, nutrient pollution, and
can transmit diseases.
If your community has a problem with pet waste,
sponsor a Pet Waste Disposal Station. The station will
remind pet owners to pick up after their pets, and
provide bags in case they forgot. All that is needed is to
periodically refill the dispenser with bags.
The station can include:
•

There is No Poop Fairy 8X10 Sign

•

Bag Dispenser

•

4X4X6 Ft Post (if necessary)

•

Hardware for installation

If you are interested in the Pet Waste Station for your community, send an email to NEST@scgov.net.

What Plants to Use?
AQUATIC
Blue flag Iris
Iris hexagona
4 feet high x 3-5 feet wide

Pickerel weed
Pontederia cordata
3.5 feet high x 3.5 feet wide

Dwarf Fakahatchee
Tripsacum floridanum
4 feet high x 4-6 feet wide

Muhly grass
Muhlenbergia capillaris
3 feet high x 3 feet wide

Blue eyed grass
Sisyrinchium
angustifolium
2 feet high x 1-2 feet wide

Sunshine mimosa
Mimosa strigillosa

Common tickseed
Coreopsis leavenworthii
1-3 feet high x 1-3 feet wide

Tropical sage
Salvia coccinea
1-2 feet high

Spider lily
Hymenocallis palmeri
3 feet high x 3 feet wide

Giant leather fern
Acrostichum danaeifolium
12 feet high x 12 feet wide

GRASSES

GROUNDCOVERS
Turf Replacement

1-3 inch spread

WILDFLOWERS

SHRUBS

As our community grows and development
increases, there will be more and more
need to clean and retain stormwater for
beneficial uses. This is your personal
opportunity to be a part of the solution
to replenish underground water supplies
and treat stormwater before it leaves
your property. Creating and maintaining
rain garden and/or bioswale is a simple,
attractive way that you can help.
For more information on rain gardens
and bioswales, please contact:
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program
www.sarasotabay.org
941.955.8085
Sarasota County government
www.scgov.net
941.861.5000
Other resources:
UF/IFAS Extension:
Sarasota County Extension Service
http://sarasota.ifas.ufl.edu/ 941.861.5000
Florida Yards & Neighborhoods
www.FloridaYards.org
941.861.5000
City of Tallahassee: Rain Gardens
www.tappwater.org/raingardens.aspx
Florida Native Plant Society
www.fnps.org
321.271.6702
Association of Native Plant
Nurseries
www.afnn.org
877.352.2366

SARASOTA BAY

SARASOTA BAY
ESTUARY PROGRAM

Key to Symbols:

SOIL MOISTURE:

SUNLIGHT:

Full

ATTRACTS WILDLIFE:

Wet Sometimes

Partial

ATTRACTS BUTTERFLIES:

Wet All the Time

Shade

POND LIFE:

Dry

Visit our websites to see a list of additional plant options:
www.sarasotabay.org
www.scgov.net

ESTUARY PROGRAM
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Clean Water for
People and Nature

Creating a Rain Garden or Bioswale
Take an active role in reducing stormwater runoff
and keeping our bays and waterways healthy by
creating a rain garden or bioswale. Do you have
a low spot in your yard where water puddles or
a ditch or swale that is difficult to maintain or
has standing water in it? If so, you may have the
beginnings of a beautiful rain garden or bioswale.

A bioswale is a conventional ditch or swale, modified
and planted with appropriate native and bay-friendly
plants to increase water percolation and pollutant
removal as stormwater flows through it. Like a rain
garden it should be planted with a wide range of plants
that can survive a combination of being wet or dry for
extended periods.

So What Exactly are
Rain Gardens and Bioswales?

A bioswale is not usually mowed; it acts as a
retention area or flow-through filtration garden.
Provide regular maintenance by hand to maintain
drainage, manage plants, and remove weeds.

A rain garden can be part of your landscaped
yard by removing sod and adding plants to a
depressed area designed to capture and retain
excess rainwater,
allowing it to
percolate into the
ground or be used
by the plants.

The plant pallet for
your rain garden
should consist of
a variety of native
Blue eyed grass and Blue flag Iris.
and bay friendly
plants that can handle both wet and dry conditions.
By using many different types of plants, you will
increase the rain garden’s beauty and functionality in
controlling stormwater, while providing an attractive
habitat for birds, butterflies and other wildlife.

BEFORE

AFTER

Brochure cover image, at right, shows the completed bioswale.

How do Rain Gardens
and Bioswales Work?

When rainwater runoff from your roof, gutters, driveway
or sidewalk is directed toward your new rain garden,
the process is just beginning. Remember to allow water
to enter the rain garden slowly so it will not overwhelm
the area. The larger the rain garden, the more water
it will be able to hold. A well-designed rain garden
should be 4-8 inches deep with all sod removed and
soil loosened to enhance percolation.

During periods of heavy rain, the water may rise up
in the flow channel of both sides to maintain flow.
It is advisable to leave a 1-2 foot wide vegetated
strip along the top of the bank to minimize soil
erosion while the bioswale plants are established.

Rain garden

The area is then planted with selected vegetation and
mulched to help capture water and discourage
erosion. The combination of soil, plants and mulch
provides a natural pollutant filter as water is used by
the plants or soaks into the soil. The filtering and
percolation process and plant uptake helps keep
topsoil, fertilizers and pesticides on your property and
out of local ponds and bays while adding beauty to
your yard.
A bioswale functions as a flow-through rain garden
in that it must be designed to allow water to percolate
into the soil and pass through it during major storm
events so that water does not back up and create
flooding. Bioswales may be created using rock
material for the central flow channel and then planting
various types of wetland and semi-aquatic vegetation
from the channel to the top of bank. Another method
is to plant the central flow channel with wetland
vegetation that will take up rainwater and pollutants
from most rainfall events. The area above the flow
channel to the top of the bank is then planted with
wildflowers, ground covers and grasses.

VARIETIES OF NATIVE FLOWERS AND PLANTS

WATER
FLOW

REMOVE SOD AND DIG AN AVERAGE
4 – 8 INCH DEPRESSION IN THE SOIL.
FILL RETENTION AND FILTRATION ZONE
WITH SOIL AND COMPOST; TOP WITH MULCH.
GENTLE SLOPE

RAIN GARDEN

BIOSWALE

Major Benefits of Rain
Gardens and Bioswales
for People and Nature:

• Increased rainwater ground infiltration and 		
reduced stormwater run-off
• Reduced stormwater pollutants (fertilizers, 		
pesticides, oils, etc.) that flow into
local waterways
• More attractive landscaping and reduced lawn 		
mowing maintenance
• Increased natural habitat for birds, butterflies 		
and other wildlife
IMPORTANT: Any proposed
planting or landscape
modification in a public right
of way, easement, preserve
or other restricted area must
receive prior review and approval
by your local government.

Rain Barrel Program


What is the Rain Barrel program?
Sarasota County Water Resources has implemented a rain barrel water
conservation program by making rain barrels available for purchase by Sarasota
County residents for $37.00 each. This cost includes a blue 55 gallon plastic
barrel, spigot assembly, and 7% sales tax. Rain barrels can be purchased after the
monthly workshops put on by the UF/IFAS Sarasota County Extension Service.
Payment for the barrels must be by cash or check.
To register for the workshop, go to http://sarasota.extension.ufl.edu/ or call the
Sarasota County Call Center at 941-861-5000 and ask for the County Extension
Office. It is not mandatory to attend the workshop in order to purchase a barrel.



How much does it cost?
$37.00 each. The cost includes the price of the barrel, the spigot assembly, and
7% sales tax. Payment for the barrels must be by cash or check and will be
accepted by County staff after the class.



What is the money for?
The money will be used to replenish the supply of barrels and supplies.



What are the barrels made of?
Recycled, food-grade polyethylene plastic barrels will be used. Only barrels
previously used for food-grade materials will be used in order to minimize
potential liability issues relating to chemical residuals.



What color are the barrels and can they be painted?
The barrels are blue and can be painted using spray paint such as Krylon Fusion
or Rust-oleum Universal which adheres to plastic.



Will my homeowners association object to placing a rain barrel in my yard or will
my neighbor complain?
You may want to check with your HOA before you purchase a rain barrel. If you
experience any complaints from your neighbors, the barrel can be painted to
match your house color or painted with an artistic scene.
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When are the training classes?
UF/IFAS Sarasota County Extension Service is currently holding monthly classes
at various locations throughout the County. Barrels will be available for purchase
after the class. To register go to http://sarasota.extension.ufl.edu/ or call the
Sarasota County Call Center at 941-861-5000 and ask for the County Extension
Office.



Are the rain barrels delivered or do I have to pick them up?
You will have to pick up the barrel using your own transportation. Please note
that they measure approximately three feet in height by two feet in diameter and
may not fit in a compact car.



How much water does the rain barrel hold?
The barrels have a capacity of 55-gallons, and measure approximately three feet
in height by two feet in diameter.



Can I get more than one?
Yes; rain barrels can be placed anywhere there is a downspout and they can be put
in a series. They are not for resale for profit.



Are there restrictions on what the water can be used for?
Yes, the water is considered non-potable or not for drinking. Rain water is
naturally soft water and devoid of minerals, chlorine, and fluoride and is ideal for
non-potable uses such as irrigating plants in vegetable and flower beds, indoor
and outdoor container plants, and for cleaning household windows and washing
cars.



What are the benefits for using a rain barrel?

Rainwater harvesting can reduce the use of potable water and yield cost savings on
water and wastewater utility bills. Rain barrels help to reduce stormwater runoff by
diverting and storing runoff from impervious areas such as roofs. This decreases the
undesirable impacts of runoff that would otherwise flow into receiving waters. The
use of rain barrels is a sustainable practice that also serves as an educational tool for
water conservation.
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RESIDENTIAL

LOW IMPACT
DESIGN

Residential Low Impact Design (LID), sometimes called green infrastructure, treats rainfall as a
benefit rather than a nuisance in our yards, and encourages the capture and use of rainwater on
site. Common LID applications include rain gardens, pervious pavers, canopy trees and rain
barrels. Successful applications of LID can have many benefits, including:
•
•
•
•

Smarter, more attractive landscaping;
Reduced maintenance effort and costs;
Higher “curb appeal” and value; and
Neighborhood revitalization.

Our yards are connected to our waterways. Rainfall
that soaks into the ground nourishes our landscapes and
recharges the water table. Rainfall that’s allowed to run
off our yards carries nutrients and other pollutants that
feed algae blooms and harm aquatic life, impacting the
plances where we fish, swim and play.

Low Impact Design improves the beauty and value of our
homes, neighborhoods AND our environment.
You’ve probably already noticed LID being used by your
neighbors. Learn what’s possible for your yard ...

A Rain Garden is a shallow planted area that collects rainfall from your yard so it can quickly soak into the ground and be
used by plants. Above, Saphire Shores resident and environmental consultant Jack Merriam designed a rain garden to
capture runoff that previously rushed down his driveway, down the street and directly into Sarasota Bay. His rain garden
nourishes a fabulous assortment of edible and flowering plants. It features a relaxing fountain and attracts butterflies, birds
and the occassional sandhill crane.
“The great thing is there’s no one design for
rain gardens. They can be anything that is
part of your landscape that reduces runoff.”
− JACK MERRIAM, environmental consultant
Canopy Trees and Shrubs with large leafy surfaces can
intercept rainwater before it hits the ground, keeping it out
of the bay.
Rain Barrels and Cisterns can capture clean rainwater and
store it for irrigation, when plants really need it.
Florida-friendly Plants grow naturally in our subtropical
climate without fertilizers, pesticides and mowing. There is a
huge variety of colorful choices.
Porous Pavers or Shell are beautiful alternatives to
concrete. They allow rainwater to recharge our
groundwater.
Groundcover Plants create a low maintenance alternative
to lawns, with no need for fertilizer, pesticides or mowing.

941/861-5000
http://sarasota.ifas.ufl.edu

941/955-8085
www.sarasotabay.org

