
 

 

Neighborhood Environmental 

Stewardship Team (NEST) 

 

WaterGoat© Clean Up Program 

Thank you for your interest in participating in the NEST WaterGoat Clean Up Program!  

The Sarasota County WaterGoat Clean Up Program is a county-wide floatable pollution prevention program  that      
initiates community cleanup projects for litter removal to help maintain Sarasota County local waterways free of 
floating trash. The local mission to educate the public and promote interest and participation in the overall                
improvement and enhancement of the environment throughout Sarasota County is accomplished through education, 
cleanup programs, recycling and other methods of reducing solid waste. This volunteer program is administered by the 
Neighborhood Environmental Stewardship Team (NEST) Program, and is best conducted in a group of 4-6 volunteers.  

Getting Started  

 Choose your site.  

         - Remember these sites are in stormwater conveyance flow ways. Standing and moving will be on inclines and 

 uneven ground. 

 Choose a “Site Leader”.  

         - The site leader will be the point of contract for scheduling the event, obtaining and subsequently returning 

 the equipment, and scheduling the trash pick up. 

 Schedule the cleanup: 

        - Schedule at least 4 people per event, with 6 being the maximum.  

        - Schedule during daylight hours 

 All participants should complete the Release Form prior to the event. 

          - Provide adequate adult supervision if youth are participating (one adult per eight (8) participants between      

 the ages of 10-17 is average). 

 Request supplies from the NEST office at least 72 hours in advance of your cleanup event.  

           - The NEST Program provides trash collecting equipment as well as gloves and bags for trash. Supplies may be 

 picked up at: 

                                        1001 Sarasota Center Blvd. 

                                          Sarasota, FL   34240 
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Conducting the Cleanup   
 

 Park all vehicles clear of the roadway. Carpooling to the cleanup site is encouraged in order to minimize the 

number of  vehicles. Make use of public parking lots when available. 

 

 Post one person to monitor the traffic and safety of the site. Cleanup teams should not: 

 - Cross any roadway unnecessarily. 

 - Enter the roadway or any paved shoulder areas. 

 - Climb inside any structures. 

 

 Your safety is the most important consideration. Follow tips on the Personal Well Being section….and Be Careful!  

 

 Clean ups typically take less than 2 hours. 
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 Bag litter to meet local regulations. 

 - Bags should weigh less than 40 pounds. 

 - Please do not overstuff bags. 

 Place securely closed trash bags at the site. Small amounts of garbage may be transported to your home/

business if you prefer. Most materials, even if at one time were recyclable, may be considered contaminated 

after being in water even for just a few days.  

 Do not remove hazardous substances such as hypodermic needles, sharp objects, old car batteries,  condoms, 

animal carcasses or other unidentified, questionable objects.* 

 Do not attempt to move large objects such as rusted car shells, old household appliances or swing sets.* 

 Leave pets at home. 

 

 

*To request cleanup assistance for illegal dumping: 

Use the “See, Click, Fix” app (available in the iTunes and Google Play stores.) 

Email contactcenter@scgov.net. 

Call 941.861.5000 during regular business hours  

Litter Collection 

mailto:contactcenter@scgov.net
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Personal Wellbeing 

 Be aware of your surroundings and the potential hazards associated with them. 

 - Passing cars     - Broken glass 

 - Low-hanging tree branches 

 - Poison ivy 

 - Insects and/or fire ants 

 

 Look before you reach (i.e. a stick could be mistaken for a snake or electrical wires so be sure you know what you 

are picking up). 

 

 Use correct lifting techniques, keeping your back as straight as possible. Keep the object you are trying to lift 

close to your body and let your legs do the work. Do not attempt to lift heavy objects that two of you cannot rea-

sonably lift. 

 

 Wear sunscreen and bug repellent. 

 

 Drink plenty of fluids and keep “quick energy foods” on hand. 

 

 Remember to take breaks to avoid overexertion and to stop work in inclement weather. 

 

 Bring a first aid kit. It is recommended that at least one person be trained to administer First Aid and CPR. 

 - In case of emergency, know the location of the nearest emergency facility, and how to quickly summon the 

police or an ambulance. 

 - Be aware of all known allergies of volunteers before participation. 

 

 Keep pre-moistened towelettes on hand and wash your hands with antibacterial soap after the 

cleanup. 



 

 

 
Reporting the Data and Scheduling a Pick-up 

Complete the Cleanup Report at the end of the event and return to NEST. 

 Reports may be completed online or via paper copy and should be submitted within five (5) days. 

Online form is mobile friendly and easily accessed on phones and tablets. 

 Include the following information so that the NEST office can schedule a collection: 

Exact location (include an address or landmark if possible) 

Number of trash bags  

Any unusual items (large debris, tires, shopping carts, etc. ) 

 

Bags and items will be picked up on the next scheduled pick up day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Earning Credit for Student Service Hours 

The WaterGoat Clean Up Program is a great way for students to earn credit for school- related service hour          

requirements. Students requiring validation and a signature on school-related community service forms should send 

them to the NEST Program Coordinator after the event. 

NEST Program Coordinator 

1001 Sarasota Center Blvd, Sarasota, FL 34241  

NEST@scgov.net 
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Pictures and Social Media 

You are encouraged to submit images of your efforts by posting to Facebook, Twitter and Instagram using the 

following hashtags #KSCB, #DoBeautifulThings and #KeepSarasotaCountyBeautiful. 

 

Please also send pictures of your group depicting before, during and after cleanup efforts to: 

NEST@scgov.net 

CONTACT US 

   Neighborhood Environmental Stewardship Team                

1001 Sarasota Center Blvd Sarasota, FL 34240 

941-861-6378 (NEST) 

NEST@scgov.net 

 

 

 

The Release Form and Cleanup Report are available online: 

     To submit your cleanup report online, visit: 

https://sarasotacountygovernment.formstack.com/forms/kscb_adoption_cleanup_report 

https://sarasotacountygovernment.formstack.com/forms/kscb_adoption_cleanup_report

